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S Fi 4 the ler and underftanding Reader, of what 


- Perfwafion or Communion foever. 


Otwithftanding the mighty out-crys of the Ko- 
manifis again{t all pretenfions to Enthufiafm, 
and that perfons left to their private {pi- 

4 _ rit, being deftitute of the afliftance of an infal- 
lible guide, (which is now the prevailing argument to: 
work upon weak and credulous perfons, who, impatient 
of all laborious fearching after truth, tamely give up 
- their reafon-and their underftanding to believe whatever 
fhall be impofed upon them in matters of religion, tho 
never fo repugnant and contradiGory to the revelations 
_ of God in the holy Scripture, and to the judgment of the 
 Catholick Church in the firft and pureft times of Chri- 
_ ftianity) run into wild and exorbitant opinions, and lofe 
themfelves ina maze of errors, which have an evil in- | 
fluence upon life and manners; yet nothing is more clear 
- anddemonftrable, than that the Roman Church lies un- 
der the guilt of this heavy charge it felf, and gives way 
to the wildeft Enthufiafm imaginable in her Votaries, 
and cherifhes it in them ; provided it tends any way te 
the fupport of their intereft, or to the confirmation of 
their current doGtrine and practice. And for this we need 
only to appeal to the lives of fome of their famous Saints, 
not as they are fet out by the idle Monks long before 
the Reformation, when ignorance and fuperftition had 
~ over-run the world, and when under the fhelter of thofe. 
dark times, in which the light of divine truth was fadly 
ls But eclipfed, 


eclipfed, they invented things abfurd and impoffiblé,. |, 
and which had ‘never any exiftence, but in their grofs. 
phanfies, and corrupted the real hiftory with the mix- |, 
ture of fhameful and palpable falfhood, to heighten the | 
glory of the Saint, and to make the tale. the more plau- 
fible: but as they are now publifhed in this great light 
of knowledge, which the ftudies of the Scriptures in 
their original languages, and of polite learning have, 
fince the cafting off of the Papal yoke by the undaunted. 
courage and zeal of the firft Reformers, reftored to the 
world: It is true, that out ofa principle of fhame they. 
have retrenched their Breviaries fomewhat, and have caft. 
out feveral idle ftories, which gave great fcandal not on- 
ly tous, but to the fober men of their own Communion, 
and are grown more wary in their Narratives, and run: 
not into thofe extravagant inventions .of Miracles and 
Apparitions, which would meet with no other entertain- | 
ment at this time, but contempt-and-derifion: and. yet: 
being ufed to the trade fo long, they: cannot wholly 
give it over, it having been and is ftill fo advantagious, 
where they have to deal with perfons of an eafie nature, 
who are prepared to receive whatever comes recom- 
mended to them by Authority, tho otherwife of it {elf: 
never fo unlikely and incredible. And efpecially, when: 
the honour of'a Religious Order is concerned in the life. 
of a Saint, all things fhallbe fet out with the greateft 
pomp of words, and every private phanfy fhall pafs for ' 
Illumination, and melancholy fhall ufurp the name of 
Inipiration : difeafes fhall be accounted eftafies, and un-- 
couth behaviour, which no fober or civil perfon would 
be guilty of, hall be admired as the heigth and perfe-- 
ction of divine love and zeal. All which -you will find’ 
imade out very clearly in the life of this Nunn, which js: 
here prefented you... CATO as tial 


The: 


__-The defign of publifhing it is not in the leaft to ex. 
,pofe or ridicule indifcreet devotion, and the miftakes 
_ of phanfiful perfons, which rather are to be lamented 
_ and pitied, but to direct the Reader in the true-way of 
‘worlhipping God in private, of praying with judgment 
_ vand underftanding, and with all due care and fobriety 
_ in the higheft raptures of zeal, and to give juft caution 
_ again{t being tranf{ported-beyond the bounds of true 
_ Chriftian piety, and good fenfe, by the delufions-of an 
_ over-heated imagination, that fo we may be wife to {o- 
_ briety in ourdevotion, and in cur meditations upon 
holy things,and in all the exercifes of the Chriftian wor- 
_ -fhip. And I doubt not but to make it appear, that there 
ds nothing in th: life of this Religious Woman, which is 
extraordinary, I mean, above the power of diftemper 
and ungoverned phanfy, and which is no way to be 
afcribed to the Spirit of God, as is here all along very 
_ erroneoutly fuppofed, to the great prejudice and difho- 
_ nour of Religion. 

And firft to begin with-her ‘Ecftafies, as that when 
_ fhe was profeft, her heart was livelily penetrated and en- $e. 14, 
_ dightned with the truth of the Ecftatical words of St. Paal,as 
_ they are called, Gal. 6.14. (which were certainly utter- 
ed by that great Apoftle with all poffible fobriety and 
- underftanding, upon a ferious reflexion on the faving 
- benefits of the Crof&, in comparifon of which all the 
glories and pleafures, and vanities of the world had 
nothing of charm and temptation in them) that forget- 
tag all that was in the world, fhe feemed to be melted and 
aiffolved, and wholly transformed into her crucified Fefus. 
_ Wemay juftly fuppofe her wonderfully affe&ed with the 
_ mufick of the Nunns, and with the other ceremonies of 
that folemnity, efpecially confidering the extreme great 
value they fet upon their entrance into a Religious Or- 
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der, that by this they are efpoufed to Chrift, and ma 
pretend. to higher degrees of fanciity, than fuch, as they | 
have left in the world, fubject to a thoufand dangers (as | 
if they. who devoted themfelves to a Cloifter, were | 
wholly free from the temptation of ‘evil thoughts, and |. 
changed their names and natures at the fame time) and 
challenge heaven as dueto the merit of their vow. This 
good temper of mind is very incident to devout per- 
fons, when their thoughts are fixt, either upon the tran- 
{cendent love of God, in fending his Son into the world 
to redeem us, or upon the dolours and fufferings of 
Chrift upon the Crofs ; efpecially, when we confider, | 
that he endured all this. for our fake; that our fins | 
were the meritorious caufe, for which the Son of God / 
was not only content and well pleafed, but, by virtue 
of the admirable contrivance of God’s wifdom in order | 
to the fatisfaction of his juftice,which was offended, was | 
obliged to be betrayed, arraigned, mocked, fcourged, t 
{pit upon, and put to an open fhame, and hanged upon ~ 
a tree in the midft of two notorious Criminals, whom _ 
the law had juftly condemned,as if he who was innocent,. * 
as:Innocence it felf could make him, were the greateft — 
of the three. This is enough to overwhelm our thoughts, ° 
and ravifh our minds, and fill us with amazement, at | 
the greatnefs of his love and condefcenfion. So far every 
devout perfon, efpecially of tender affections, may be 
carryed in the heighth and fervour of their contempla- 
tion, and may receive extreme fenfible joy in it. OE | 
But at this time fhe was fick, and affliéted with a vio- . 
lent and fharp fever, and given over by her Phyficians, | 
and fo extremely weak, as to be laid upon a bed at the 
feet of the altar, and notableto raife her felf, and fcarce © 
in a condition to be carryed without danger of déath, 
when fhe had, thefe tranfports, and emotions;. and tho _ 
| perfons. 
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anefs of his nature, and the other effential perfections 
‘the Godhead, by filling the mind with the love of hin}! 
and an ardent defire to do his will in all things, - and ¢) 
glorifie his name with the zeal and underftanding of | 


rational creature : and this done in the gentleft method} 


and without any violence to our nature. 


This was but the beginning of her:{piritual diforde|” 
and the firft favour and fpiritual entertainment, accord 
ing to-our_Author, which Chrift her husband gave hei” 
as an earne{t of his future love. For. thefe Ecftafies cor) 


tinued the full {pace of forty days one after another, an} 


this every morning after the hely Communion, an|_ 


lafted for two whole hours :and-I cannot but take nd 


tice, that her ficknefs-and melancholy -continued ft)" 
very violent upon her, as wellas her Ecftafy, heightnel! 


undoubtedly upon her belief of receiving thenatural fu’ 
ftance of the flefh and blood of Chrift in the Sacrament 


and by this: means fhe loft all government of her felt) 
_ and gave up her weak reafon wholly to her phanfy 


which being violent, heated her fpirits and blood, ané 


put them into a rapid cireulation, and foon deprived’ 
her of her fenfe and reafon too. But as foon as fhe re 
covered her health, and a command over her felf at thi 


fame time, thefe ravifhments and divine communica’ 
tions ceafed, which our Author believes to be the inftru: 
ment of reftoring her to health, when they themfelye: 


were the effects of her continued indifpofition. But af 


terwards thefe Ecftafics returned upon her again, and al’ 


moft every day too, that is, like the renewed accefles 0: 
a quotidian ague ; and indeed in a manner her whole lift 
was nothing elfe but one continued Ecftafy. 1 thal!’ 
therefore enquire into the nature, caufes and confequen’ 
ces of Ecftafies, with a particular application of each fc) 


the fubje& I have now before me. 
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| for fome time put wholly out of its own power, and 
innot exert any of its faculties according to the liberty 


hen awakened and undifturbed, it is beft able to re-: 
ect it felf, and make true judgment of things, being 
-privedof their-operations. So that during this aliena- 


'red and changed from: his natural ftate and condition. 

| 2. Now of this -preternatural: ftate there are three 
ules affignable, according to the different qualificati- 

] fs of the perfons affected. For firft it is moft undoubt-- 
ly certain from the authority of the holy Scripture, 
4g the Ecftafies of the Prophets and Apoftles have been 
‘ected by the afflation of the holy Spirit of God, fuch 
befel Ezekzel and Daniel among others, St. Peter; and 

) Lawl, and St. Fohn. And that others fecondly have 
yen poflefied by an evil Spirit, of which there are fa- 

pus inftances not only in facred but in profane Hiftory. 

ch were the Pythian Women, the Prieftefles of Apollo, 
10 were oftentimes caft into deep fleeps, and trances, 

d convulfions, before they vented their oracles. 

3. It is alfo moft certain, that Ecftafies ordinarily pro- 


| paffion, as of anger, love, forrow, fear, admiration, 
'd defire of revenge, from intemperance and noxious’ 
famés, from ‘intenfe ftudy and contemplation, from 
Veafes which affe& the brain, fiich, as Lethargies, 
ilepfies, and thofe which the Greek Phyficians calk 
opt and xacérulss, the animal fpirits being either 
jated and corrupted in the brain, ‘or elfe being there: 
‘a fuddain detained and hindered’ from flowing upon ' 
‘Poutward fenfes, and from: diftemper of blood, ae ' 
| ‘ s 7 nbs ae 7 aa Y a 
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a By Ecftafy Tundérftand a fifpenfionof the ordina-: 
7 aéts of reafon and underftanding, by which the mind - 


“its nature: the outward fenfes, by the help of which,- 


on: and diftraction of mind, the Ecftatical perfon isal-. 


ed ‘from natural caufes, and particularly from excels” 
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ill habit of body, .of which there are innumerable exam- | 
ples in the writings of Philofophers and Phyficians. In, 
which cafes the perfons affected are oftentimes void of all: 
fenfe and-motion, cold in their extreme parts, and their | 
hands ftiff, fometimes their faces pale and wan, at other.’ 
‘times the blood fettled in their cheeks, with the various) 
fymptoms of approaching death. Sometimes one or twa, 
or more of thefe caufes may concur in the fame perfon, i 
as melancholy, and great thoughtfulnels, when the mind § 
firft retires into it felf, and does not take notice of thole'@ 
outward fenfible objects, which prefent themfelves, (the' 
{pirits being fo bufily employed in the purfuit of fome: 
thought or phanfy, as to hinder the external fenfes to: 
perform their operations,) and fo not giving check or’ 
reftraint to it felf, is wholly overwhelmed for a time, 
and the rational powers exftinguifhed during the fei- 
zure: and the thicker and more grofs the fpirits are, as § 
it happens in grievous fits of melancholy, and, confe-’ 
quently not fo eafily difentangled and diflipated, the ab-! 
{traction continues the longer, and is the more violent :' 
fo that according to the different temperaments and hu- 
mours of perfons, Ecftafies arife from fuch and fuch na-’ 
tural caufes, affifted by variety of accidents. a 
3. Let us confider the concomitants, effects and con’ 
fequences of the ecftafies and raptures,which this woman’ 
- fell into, which were very various, but fuch as are ufual.” 
and happen to perfons carried away with Enthufiaftical 
delufions, and in which the holy Spirit of God cannot 
with any pretenfe or ground of . reafon be fuppofed tc 
be any way concerned. ‘a 
t. For her vifions, in which fhe phanfied, that fhe 
had the honour to be entertained by Chrift familiarly 
and that very often; that he had loved her,. and. chofer 
her to be his Spoufe from her mothers womb, Andi 
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aut be fuppofed as a certain proof and real effect of 
VChrif’s love, that her mother, when fhe was with 
child of her, felt not the illneffes and indifpofitions which 
Jufaally others are fubject to in the like condition : and 
thus her mother’s vigorous conftitution muft pafs for mi- 
raculous. It is become an ufual artifice to take off the 
minds of fuch as they would entice into a Cloifter from 
all thoughts of Matrimony, to pet {wade them, thata vow 

of Virginity isa fpiritual contract of union and love be- 
‘tween Chrift and them, that the year of probation is a 
limited time of wooing, and that at the profeffion the 
\marriage is aGtually folemnized : and fometimes the ‘de- 
Jufion is fo great, that they have phanfied Chrift actu- 
jally prefent and married to them, and feveral Saints at- 
Bi eicins as Paranymphs and witnefles of the ceremony. 
This the Nunns believe ~waking: it is the folace of 


| 


| their reftraint, ‘and the entertainment of their melan- 


cholick hours,and the phantafie being ib inveigled and 


carried away with thefe dreams of folly in their fobereft 
teflexions-on the happy change and condition of life, 
that they are married to Chrift ; in their ecftatical fits, 
whefi no outward objects come thwart the imagination, 
and divert it from being intenfe, a thoufand figures ap- 
\pear to them, and a new fcene is dreft up in the brain 
\with all feeming reprefentations of truth, and the im- 
preffions being fo deep and lively, and which cannot be 
jio eafily effaced, they become confident and affured 
| when they awake, that they have been converling with 
)Chrift all this while, that he has been carefling them 
| with all the fondneffes and endearments of a Lover, that 
he has fpoken kindly and comfortably unto them, and 
given them aflurances of his conftant and unalterable af- 
fection toward them. ‘Thus one morning after five Se& s6. 
years of fad and perplexing thoughts, which made her 
: a C — almoft 
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we almoft weary of her life, during the finging the ral 

Deum, which certainly raifed and exalted her dull and , 

unactive {pirits, which fuch a.long and_tedious forrow. | 

and anxiety of mind had deprefled, upon this fuddain . 
change fhe finks into one of her uftial fits, to which her a 
ill conftitution. of body and a difordered phantafy fo a 
powerfully enclined her, and wakes. with all imagi- |) 
nable joy upon the affurance. fhe had received from her. .§ 
divine husband in her profound. fleep, that in con- ¢ 
fideration of her great fufferings and trouble arifing. ,/ 
from the fight of Devils, who had terrified. her during 
that long. interval of. his abfence, he would never for , 
the future abandon. her, but from that moment fhe ; 
fhould, enjoy his dear. and _never-failing prefence. At | 
fuch a time fhe phanfied Chrift to have given her. his , 
heart.in the prefence of St, dugel, a Martyr of her Or- (| 


je ie | 
der, and of St. Catharine of Siena, the witnefles of. this. ; 
extraordinary endearing prefent, and to place his crown, | 
of thorns upon her head, and to have imprinted the, 
five facred ftigmata or. wounds upon her body, and this, ; 
with the. abundant communications of divine know- ,) 
ledge and. purity.as._ a reward of her faithful carriage | 
and affection toward him, and that St. dugufline at two. ; 
different times, engraved upon her heart, firft in letters. , 


of blood, and afterwards in letters of gold, thefe.four , 
words, verbum. caro faétum eff, the word mas made flefh. | 
But as for the wounds, fhe out of a profound humility, 


no. doubt, not. thinking her. felf worthy of fuch a ftu- ; 
pendious. grace and favour, prayed, that they might be ; 
nie irom mortal eyes, fo that they became invi- ; 
fible, like. the miracles which fome. miferably deluded. , 
perfons here among us, of the fame complexion with 
hers, have pretended to have wrought, which no body _ 
cife are admitted to fee but themfelves ; and it is tobe | 

| cg aetna ee fuppofed, — 


fuppofed, that if they had opened ber body after her 
‘death, they would have found thofe characters, which 
‘fhe phanfied engraven upon her heart, altogether want- 
Ving, and equally invilible. 
| ‘Afterwards for three nights together, fhe perfwaded 
her felf, that fhe was no lefs than taken up into heaven, 
and admitted into the cabinet of the holy Trinity,, and sea, 61. 
| faw the glories of the Beatifick Vilion : and alfo at ano- 
‘ther time had feveral private converfations: with: God Sets 62. 
\ the Father, who vouchfafed to teach her the method 
) fhe was to obferve in order ther preparation for the 
\ Sacrament. To fuch a height of delufion was fhe raifed 
by her difturbed phanfy and diftempered:blood, which Se&. 62. 
) boiled within her, being fo hot at that’ time; that fhe 
i put her arms into a bafon of water; and poured it up- 
) omher breaft to cool her felf» at other times the grofs 
“humors of her body: were fo agitated, that fhe foamed weet: 
| at the mouth, ‘and difcharged them) that- way, her fto- 
| mach {welling with wind and vaporse:’ @f 2 0 Pe 
| | Again; fhe phanfied, that fome few months: after her 
| profeffion, Chrift took upon him the ‘care and conduct 
of her Soul, and gave. her twelve rules of perfection, Se&. 39. 
which the Compiler of her: life did ‘not think fit to fet 
-dowrt: but two. of them, as we may very. well con- 
| jefure, were thefe:;: the one, ‘that «before sfhe gave any Se&. 45, 
-counfel or command to thofe over ‘whonifhe had the 
government, fhe being thought fit to be'the Miftrefs of sea. 42. 
the Novices, when fhe was butthree and twenty years e 
| of age; fhe fhould look ftedfaftly upon aiGrofsti andthe sea, 4 
| other; that. fhe fhould: fleep but five:hours:| : But are not ’ 
thefe illufive amufements of a:poor Vifiondire?: Is this . 
part of conduct worthy our Bleffed Sayiour ? has he not 
laid down plain and eafie rules :and directions of con- 
_ fammate piety a atic! hissholy-Gofpel 2 spe 
OES! 2 ; one 
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- Devils, which fhe called thelake of lions, which-appear: ' 


» {pace‘of five years ; and upon this. mifperfuafion; direful ' 


7 : ‘ | 
done this moft certainly,and there is no:need:of any fir: f 
ther addition from Ecftatical dreams... : inst |i 

But have not feveral wild Enthufiafts, equally diftem- | 
pered in their brain, pretended to the fame intimateand | 
familiar converfation with God and Chrift, when the ' 
whole has been tranfacted in their difturbed. imaginay’ 
tion,. pleafing it felf with grofs images and ideas of 


Hy 


things? Orbs j | 

At.other times upon alteration ef the Humors, the |! 
phantafy, quite tyred with the contemplation of hea- 9 
venly things, gives way®to melancholick impreffions, | 
and-then a new fcene opens, even that of hell, and | 


. devils appédr and fuch like frightful fpe@acles, | 


and the thoughts of the deluded perfon are fo intent | 
upon thefe difmal reprefentations both fleeping and | 
waking, that no reafon, no advice, no perfwafion; not | 
fleep, (for at that time the delufion is. the ftrongeft ) ' 
dcarce any medicine canjeither divert: or allay the vio- ” 
lence of them; and then whatever melancholy can pof | 
fibly fuggeft;iis believed real; and receives new ftrength ' 
every day more‘and more by continued thoughtfulnefs ' 
and indulgence in it; which was the very cafe.of this — 
poor deluded woman: Her’ day-vifions, and. night-dreams | 
were equally:terrible : fhe: feemed abandoned to the fu: ' 
ry,-{pight,: ‘and. madnefs of infernal. {pirits, and a ' 
voice had:told her, fhe fhould be caft into a place full of ' 


ed under monftrous fhapes, and remain’d there for the © 


agomies muift neceflarily follow, and forrowful exclamas 
tions, and. bemoaning of her forlorn: condition, incas ' 
pable of receiving any comfort.. Devils haunt and per: : 
fecute her every where, and five fet-upon her very fu- | 
rioufly: and« cruelly one ‘after another, and: then fhe © 
90D oD | \ phantfies, .. 


| phanfies,that-the was bit by them under the figure of viz 
pers and ferpents, and wasready to be devoured by fierce 
Lions, enraged with hunger : but what were thefe De- 
vils 2 it appears, that they were no other than vain and 
extravagant thoughts, which broke into her mind, the 
effeét of an ill habit of body and a diftempered brain. . 
- In this woful perplexed condition, fhe taking up a 
knife in the kitchin, is tempted -to. kill her felf, but. to 
- prevent her defperate wickednefs, reflecting upon the 
— Virgin Mary , whom fhe called upon for help, fhe 
_ runsaway with it, and puts it into the hands of her Sed. 33. 
- image: afterwards her reftlefs condition prompts her to 
- forfake the Cloifter,finding no eafe in her troubled mind, 
under a pretenfe of piety and zeal to gain fouls: fhe 
{eizes upon the keys of the convent, and runs to the 
Virgins image, as if it were impoffible, for her felf, or 
any other, to take them away out of her hands, being 
- fully fecured this way from being a fugitive. How in- 
- confiftent is this wild behaviour with {obriety of temper 
and underftanding? Is it not rather the effect of phrenfy 
and diftraction? . 
At other times, according to the different working of — 
the humor, Enthufiaftical perfons phanfy Saints and An- 
gels, and the bleffed Virgin efpecially, to appear in their 
defenfe and fuccour, and leave marks of their favour be- 
hind them; as a rofe, or achaplett, or a veil, fucha one 
whiter than fnow the holy Virgin is faid to give our 
Nunn, which preferved her virgin-purity from the furt- sca.é9, 
ous attaques of luftful thoughts, with which one of the 
Devils affaulted her. But if thefe prefents be real, and 
not conveyed by any.trick,artifice,or confederacy,is it not 
to be feared, that by the juft judgment.of .God fuch per- 
fons who will not be governed in a way.of reafon, and 
according to the directions of his holy word, are ae 
eine | y 
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- by the Devil, who can and does transform himfelf 
into an Angel of light, and has affumed, even by the 
. confeffions of fome of the. great. writers of the Roman 
- Church, the fhape and figure of Chrift crucified, and 
. of the Saints ? and to his agency by the permiffion of 
God, feveral odd accidents.and alterations, which feem 
_ preternatural, may not unjuftly be afcribed, they having 
-inthem no tendency to promote the glory of God, or 
_ the good of Mankind, or to advance the true Religion, 
_ or promote piety,but altogether the contrary, and parti- 
. cularly to keep up evil and unworthy opinions of God,to 
_ caft a blemifh upon his wifdom in the prefcribed means 
_ and methods of grace and :falvation, and to foment 
fuperftition and gainfulerror. But of this I-fhall have 

* octafion to fpeak in the Appendix. 
| In this ecftatical condition it is, that the phantafy 
ranges all over the univerfe, and takes a furvey of 
heaven and hell, and purgatory, with which fup- 
pofed place their waking thoughts cannot but be 
moft fadly affected, and feems to have a clear view 
of fouls in their ftate of feparation. The pretenfe is 
fo common in all enthufiafts, and fo fubje@ to illufion, — 
‘that one would wonder, that the difcoveries of thefe 
Vifionnairs fhould find any credit in the world, and | 
ttmuch more be admixed as good evidence in order to © 
a legal procefs about the beatification of any perfon, . 
who died with the fame and reputation of holinefs, | 
but that fuch ftories mightily facilitate that weigh- | 
ty affair, when an extraordinary devout Nunn fwears, — 
fhe faw his foul all glorious and fplendid in heaven: | 
and who cannot but believe purgatory and the redemp- _ 
tion of fouls out of it by the fuffrages, alms, and mafles 
of the living, from her pretended vifions of her Brothers . 
foul, who acquainted* her what particular torments are _ 
oe | £ fi infli¢ted 
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infliéted there, and for what particular fins, and of that. _ 
| ofa.Nunn, which had been detained in that fad place 
| for three very trivial reafons which. the reader will find | 
inthe 33 fection? Indeed thefe ftories will much edify 
_ afeader according toour Author ; but it muft be fucha 
one, asis idly credulous, and wants the ufeof his reafon, 
| and is funk into the very dregs of Roman Superftition. 
_2. Another ufual effec and. concomitant of ecftafies, _ 
isan unequal temper of. mind, which fhews. its felf in 
_ excels and variety of paffion. Sometimes the perfon is 
ravifhed with joy, and carried away with pleafing re- 
membrances. of the fuppofed divine communications. 
| The Ideas continue bright in their phanfy, and their 
_bloodis put mto a new ferment, and their heart is di- 
lated, and the fpiritsare exalted and become more vi- 
- gorous in their motion, andthe mind confequently will 
_exult and triumph in a.warm reflexion on its glorious 
condition, to be admitted to an inward converfe with 
God, and rapturous expreffionsthan are ufually poured — 
forth with great fervency and zeal, and with all. the 
_ confidence of truly infpired perfons: when indeed it may 
be nothing elfe but the reeks of heated.melancholy. in 
the brain of a devout man. or, woman,.which by. a na-. 
tural operation caufes quicknefs. of. thoughts, and fluency 
_of {criptural expreflions, and-ftrains.of eloquence, and. 
exclamations of triumph, But. foon after they fall 
into. the other extreme; for) when. the melancholy is 
cool, and the fpirits are quite tired, they grow dull and. . 
 ftupid, the mind is. affected with. the contrary paffion, 
| defpair and defpondency take place, and fad abidings and 
difmal apprehenfions of things.overwhelm them : and. 
nothing but frightful objects prefent themfelves to the; 
phanfy, which dwelling too long upon them, is. wholly... 
) taken up with the thoughts of them. Thefe fad thoughts 3 
wii reak 
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© forth into lamentable and difmal out-cries and ‘expreffi. | 
ons full of defpair, and afford plentiful matter for tears, | 
_ and fighs, and groans, and all the diforders of immode- | 
rate grief, the natural and ufual -entertainment of a | 
troubled mind. This certainly will-fatisfy the fober 4 
reader about the reafon of thofe fuddain tranfports of 
joy he will meet with up and -down in the-life of our 
Nunn, and of thofe deliquiums and: defolations of fpi- | 
rit, and‘fharp agonies, under which fhe lay more fre- 
quently: her phanfy was difturbed,-and her conftitu- | 
tion weak and fickly : fometimes a fever holding her for ~ 
five years together,-andall the fymptoms of melancholy, | 
followed by ‘the ufual effects feen upon her. 3 ae | 
- 3, As toher profound difcourfes of the other world, | 
and of fpiritual things, and of the myfteries of faith: | 

there is nothing in it of fupernatural and extraordinary = 
this hapning alfo according to the temper of the perfon | 
affected : forthe phanfy being raifed by intenfe medi- 7 
tation, and finding vent at the mouth by words poured - 
forth impetuoufly, «and great pleafure-too in thefe | 
wild harangues, is carried beyond it felf in its ordi- 
nary workings, and flies out into rhapfody, and extrava- 
gant and {welling forms of fpeech, which oftentimes — 
are without due- connexion and juft fenfe, and - 
indeed are altogether unintelligible, or elfe very — 
mean and trivial, if examined and brought to the teft © 
either of right reafon, or the divine. revelation of the ° 
Scriptures. , ‘ | 

4. So for her {peaking of Latine, and citing the Fa-* 
thers, it is to be remembred in the firft place, that the ~ 
Nunns themfelves perform their folemn devotions in the 4 
Quire in Latine, and that no other language is permit- = 
ted by the Roman Church to be uled inany of their pub- | 
lick offices. And it is well known, that the Jefuits in | 
China 


a. uy yaw at . — AT 


pee are obliged at this day to conform to this efta- 
lifht rule and cuftom, and baptize in Latine, and mo 
ridly retain the Lavine forms, as Ave Maria and the 
eft: as they did in —Athiopia 5 which created (4) a g eat (a) V.Luddlff 
iflike and prejudicein the Chriftians of that country “#H+ 
gainft the Roman religion, and contributed not a little fp. ae 
o their expulfion. So that we may conclude, that the 
Junns by their often finging the Pfalter and the Hymns 
ontained in their rituals, from which they are not to 
ary one fyllable, may underftand fomewhat imperfect- 
ythe fenfe of feveral pious expreffions and. ejaculations, 
vhich they eafily get by heart, and fix in their memo- 
“y, and fo may well be fuppofed to utter them when 
hey are fober, as well as when they are ecftatical, with- 
ut any the leaft pretence to divine and fupernatural in- 
piration. And the like may be faid for her citing feve- 
al paflages out of the Fathers intheir proper language- 
‘fuppofe in Latinetoo, fuch inall probability as fhe had 
‘ieard made ufe of by the Monks and Fryers in their Ser- 
‘/nons, or had found fcattered up and down in their Bre-_ 
’ jiaries and lives of Saints or books of their own language, 
| which they put into their hands to cherifh their devotion 

ind-divert them at their hours of leifure. But fecondly 
his has happened to a great many perfons in their di- 
hoe and efpecially to women in the height of fits, 

ifing from difeafes proper to. their fex, that they have 

poken fometimes Latine, fometime Greek, and Hebrew, 
of which before they had no knowledge and skill : of 
which (6) Levinus Lemnius,a moft judicious Phyfician and (b)Deaecsic. 
fe gives feveral inftances, which fuppofing to omits 
true, and not done by artifice and confederacy, 


ind their {peaking of unknown languages, which they 

nad _neverfo much as heard of, being unaccountable upon 

fatural principles, yet it would be the height of ie 
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nefs to afcribe this without any further examination { 
the influences of the fame blefled and holy Spirit, wi) 
infpired the Apoftles with the knowledge of ftrang 
tongues, which was altogether_neceflary for their moj’ 
f{peedy and effectual planting Chriftianity in the mo. 
diftant places of the then known world: which mir! 
culous gift continued with them, and was conduéé 
and regulated by their underftanding, and did not cor) 
fift in wild incoherent ftuff, or meer flafhes of an extré 
-vagant phanfy, or in unintelligible and nonfenfical ni) 
tions, but in fteddy and convincing Arguments agret 
able to the true meafures of fober and rational difcou 
fing’: whereas, it has been found by undeniable e| 
fects, and other fatisfaétory proofs, that many fuch per 
fons at fuch times have been pofleft and aéted by an ey: 
_ fpirit, who has {poke through their organs. And th’ 
the feveral hiftories of perfons exorcifed according t') 


the rules of Roman art, which no Romanift can well di 


ny, will fufficiently make out. | But we need not go {! 

far in the prefent inftance, which has nothing in it aboy 

the ufual methods and power of diftempered nature. ' 

5. To heighten her glory, and to render her a gi 

Se&, 18,19. Nuine daughter of the great Elsas,. fhe.is faid to be er | 
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dued with the {pirit of prophecy, which moft ecftatic 
- -perfons pretend to: but the inftance is fo mean and tr’ 
fling, that nothing but a moft. injudicious partiality t' 
her could poffibly fuggeft the thought, or perfuade th’ 
belief of it. For fhall every confident afleveration pats fc\ 
the dictates of an infallible fpirit? A fickly young mé 
lancholick maid,who had almoft killed her felf by. imine! 
derate fafting, and other undue feverities, finds her fe’ 
more and more indifpofed, and probably enough cor’ 
_ Cludes from natural fymptoms, that her increafing d’ 
ftemper, bythe progrefs it had made already, sigh 


‘ae oe | ; 
iring her into great danger of death, and confequently 
wae knew, that if this fhould happen, as fhe forefaw it 
: abt, they would hatten her-Profeffion, that fhe might 
jot be deprived of the merit of it. And for this con- 
SGural phanfy, fhe ‘s entitled to a prophetick {pirit : 
uch alfo was her guefs, which is called a prediction, - 
hat-the Cardinal of Florence fhould one day be made 
ope, which our Author, confidering the rare quali- 
jes of that Gentleman, to which we may add the great 
intereft of the Medscean family in the Court of Rome 
at that time, confefies was not difacult to divine, and 
it is likely it is what ten thoufand others wifht or faid 
| befides our Nunn; but he lays the ftrefs upon this, that 
‘fhe acquainted hi that he fhould enjoy the slory of 
‘the foveraign Pontificate but alittle while: tho that sea. 64. 
, moment be andetermined,and it would have ferved,if he 
had lived a year,or two,0t three,or longer ; only let it be 
, remembred, that when that Cardinal was chofen, he 
| was about feventy years of age, and not of the ftrongeft 
conftitution ; and_ they “who chofe him in that Con- 
| clave,to put an endto a tro blefon election,and to bring 
their purpofes about more faccefsfully in the next, 
| might doit the rather, becaule they eafily forefaw with- 
out pretending to be Prophets, that he would be but a 
“fhort-liv’d Pope. Another inftance of her -prophetick 
fpirit is,that aft d the extreme unction, Se 7 
when her Confe Grous to vifit the Her- 
mites of Mount-Serrat, at fome diftance from Florence, 
- where is a chappel and image of the V. Mary, famous 
for miracles, and mightily frequented by her {uperiti- 
tious votaries, and recommend her to their prayers, 
as if this had been the only end of that affigned journey, 
was unwilling, for fear left fhe fhould die before his re- 
- turn, fhe encouraged him te go, (luring him, that he 

| | | D 2 fhould 
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fhould find her alive three days after. But in confump- 
tions, and fuch like chronical difeafes, which bring on 
death by very flow degrees, it isno way difficult to be. 
hheve, that the fick perfons who are more fenfible of 
their condition than either the Phyficians or affifting | 
friends, may from natural experience cond¢lude,. that. 
they fhall hold out longer, two or three days.or more, § 
than the others could eafily imagine. . \ Sais El 
6. The laft effe@ and confequence of Ecftafy, which # 
I thall mention, is wild and odd behaviour, which no | 
fober perfons, who enjoy the full and perfeé ufe of their | : 
reafon and underftanding, would give way to fo much. 
as once, much lefs would be guilty of often, and is in- 
deed the effect of a diftempered phanfy, and of down. | 
right phrenfy, which too. too evidently appears in the | 
life of this Nunn. Let her be as referved as a-Nunn § 
-fhould be, and avoid not only the converfation and 
fight of all men, even of her father and kinfmen, but — 
of the women of the world, as they call all fuch, as. 
will not. enter into a Convent, (including her mother | 
and other relations in the number) and come not withs | 
in the Parlour, where the Nunns often divert them: , 
felves, and fpend their leifure-time in chat, and receive | 
the vifits of thejr devotos and friends, and have it in’ 
the fame horror as hell it felf, (but a very few Nunns,T ; 
fuppofe, are of her opinion) and extravagantly wifh, ) 
that fhe might burn in Purgatory fo long. time as fhe 
had loft in that place, in way certainly of expiation ; 
for her unprofitable difcourfe there, and for the lofs of 
thofe pretious minutes, which fhe might have employ- 
ed in the {trier obfervance of her rule; let her retain 
a firm perfwafion of the perfection of monaftick life; 
and have as mean an opinion, as fhe pleafes, of others, 
left in the world, and either pity their condition, as 
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not’ fo happy as hers, or defpife them,-as not fo re- 
ligious as they might be, becaufe not profefted : yet her sea. 15., 
continual kiffing of the grates and wails, which kept her 
from having any thing to do in. the World, favours of 
_ -weaknefs aud childifhnefs, and isa kind of {fpiritual 
---wantonnefs, But this is very inconfiderable and par- 
_ donable to what follows, as her leaving the work the 
was empioyed about, and running to the Chappel in 
great haft in oneof her melancholick fits; which yet muft 
_ be thought the hand of God upon her, as it was upon the 
old Prophets, and there falling down in a fwoune half 
dead, and, after fhe had a little recovered her elf, cry- 
ing out, Lord, what. wilt thou have me to do? this hapned 
in the 19th year of her age; at other times running in 
the Cloifters, gardens, and other places of the Convent, . 
then pulling off her fhoes and ftockings, and throwing 
_ them upon the ground, and running in great fury to 
- ~her cell to pack up what fhe had there, in order to be - 
} sid of fuch unneceilary furniture, and putting onone old ° 
| habit only upon her bare flefh, without any other cloths 
but a fcapulaire and a girdle, fhe marches in triumph to 
the Chappel, finging in the way Te Deam, and therg 
) makes an extravagant profeffion before an image of the - 
| Virgin, writing with one hand, and laying the other » 
| upon that of the image, thus plighting her faith by this | 
| ceremony. | : 
This was immediately after an Ecftafy, when it is pre- seq, 26s 
tended the had been caft down upon the ground by the , 
| Spirit of God. But the Confeffor and Abbels com- 
: manding her to refume her habit, and go like the other 
| Nunns, fhe was forced to obey; but the next morn- 


ing after fhe had received. the’ Sacrament, the FetUrNS geg, 9 9; 
| to the. fanie extravagance, and addrefles to our blefle a 
- Saviour ina fit, which then feized her, infinuating, that 


in doing what fhe had done, fhe had obeyed his com- 
. | bee mands, i, 


mands, phanfying all along, ‘that fhe was accomplifh- | 
ing the defigns of God, and that it was he, who had 
impofed this rigorous penance upon her, as you will 
-more fully fee to be her pretence in other inftances. But 
this extravagance appeared moff, when upon a reflexion 
onthe hiftory of our Saviour’s paffion, fhe was carryed 
by an ungoverned imagination to act it over in her own 
perfon in all the particular circumftances of it, as if this _ 
-foolifh reprefentation had been the fame as to be cruci- 
Ged with him, which continued -full fix and twenty 
‘hours; and indeed ’tis well remarqued, that all this 
- while fhe was in an ecftafy, that is, fhe did not’ well 
know what fhe did, but was hurryed on by the violent — 
impreffions of a grofs phanfy, to this indifcreet and un- 


warrantable imitation of our Saviour's agonies in the 


garden, the whole procefs of his arraignment, his crown 
of thorns, bearing the crofs, and the manner of his dy-_ 
ing upon it, fing befides the feven words of our Lord, 
very enthufiaftical expreffions, which cannot be juftified, © | 
and indeed fcarce excufed. And tocompleat thismock- 
{hew, when fhe had recovered her felf from the tranf-_ 


ports of ecftafy, our Author fays, fhe appeared fairasan 


Angel of heaven, and feemed to participate of the re- 
(urrection of our Saviour, as fhe had before of, his paf- 
fion. This certainly is far from the meaning of St. Paul, 
when he faid, he counted all things but as lojs and dung, 
that he might win Chrift, and know him, and the power of 
his vefurreétion, and the fellowship of bes fufferings, beg 
made conformable to his death : this conformity not con- _ 
fifting in mimical proceflions, or artificial fcenes of 
phanfy, but in mortifying our corrupt paffions, in fub- 
-mitting to his will, and in-fuffering with meeknefs and 
patience when God calls us to it, for his name and’truth 
after his bleffed example. Thus I have fhown the ie 7 
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_ tural and ‘common effects of Ecftafy, which not is alike 
violent in all, or at all times in the fame perfon, accord- 
ing to the various indifpofitions, wherewith he or fhe is 
affected, that it depends chiefly upon the diftemperature 
of the humors, and of the animal fpirits, which often 
produce: diftrac@tion of. thought, and melancholy, and 
fadnefs, and is caufed-by an ill habit of body, by fevers 
and epilepties; and fuch like difeafes, which affect the 
brain, and that where phanfy is predominant, and the 
_ head weak, and the paffions violent, thefe illufions of- 

- tentimes prevail; by which it will appear, that as long 
as thefe caufe: continue, or as often as they recur, the 
effects are natural and unavoidable,vzz. relapfes into ecfta- 

tical fits,and all the misbehaviour confequent upon them. 
+ 3.Thenext thing remarkable in the life of this poor 
}  melancholick Nunn, is her great aufterity, which fhe be- 
| - gan early; the firft inftance or prognoftick of which 
| our Author makes to be her earneft rejecting of fine 
clothes, when fhe was a very child; and in favour of 
_ the courfe habit of Monks and Nunns, he mifapplies the 
word: of our B. Saviour, Matth. 11. 8. and of St. dujin, 
as if the different condition and profeffions of lifeand the 
common rules of civil prudence and behaviour did not 
fuppofe a diftinction in habit, according to every ones 
quality; and as if no mediums are to be obferved be- 
tween gaudinefs and naftinefs of apparel, we quarrel not 
with the Capuchius for their beggarly and homely cloths, 
fo long as they make them only the badge of their or- 
der and p:ofeflion, and not of religion, which confifts 
not in fuch trivial matters, but leaves us to the rules of 
decency and expedience. But if. flovenlinefs be necef- 
fary and effential toa ftrict and auftere life, fome of the 
late orders. of Religious in the Church of Rome will hard- 
ly beable to free themfelyes from juft. cenfure for the 
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peculiar neatnc & of theirtmbit. Whatfoever’ averfion ~ 
the had to the filks, wich winch they would have clo- 
thed her, it mignt be nothing elfe but the effect of her » 
childifh phanfy, without any regard to her being after- 
ward a Nunn; but it iscommon'to mott-writers to ap- 
ply the flighteft and moft accidental paflages of infancy 
and childhood, tho they belong promifcuoutly to feve- 
ral, as certain marks and proofs of the future’ behaviour 
and quality of the perfon,whom they have a mind to ad- 
mire and magnifie ; and nothing, tho meerly cafual, or 
never fo mean and ufual, but with the addition of a 
few circumftances fhall be made ufe of to fill up the cha- 
racter, and fhall pafs for fomething defigned and extras — 
ordinary. — 5 ab eres 
It is certain, that we ought to reflect upon the dolors 
‘and all the other amazing circumftances. of our bleffed 
Saviour’s fufferings with a lively, fenfible, and pungent 
forrow, that he, who was innocence it felf, fhould be 
treated after fo rude and barbarous amanner: and it 
will add great weight to our forrow, when we confider, 
that it was for our fakes that he endured all this: and 
this will foon make-a way for the other paffions to en- 
ter, with which a devout mind ought to be juftly af- 
feéted: but fora girl of twelve years of age, to weara 
Crown of thorns upon her head all night in that extre- 
mity of pain, which their fharp. points neceflarily cau- 
fed, was the effect of a wild phanfy, -deftitute of the di- 
yeétion and government of fober -reafon, which al- 
lows of no fuch unjuftifiable feverity, and is far from the 
genuine temper of Chriff’s religion, which commands — 
‘us indeed to deny our felves, and to take up his crofs — 
and follow him, that is, crofs our very inclinations and 
‘appetites, part with all our worldly enjoyments, if 
‘they ftand in competition with our duty, and foffer  » 
ee Ro a ea willingly | 
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) willingly and-chearfully for his fake, and the profeffion 
) of his truth, but without any fuch indifcreet and 
) childifh imitation of his fufferings.. To this danger are 
| devout perfons, over-run with melancholy,expofed, who _ 
| donot confider as they ought the trueend,and defign,and 
benefits of Chrift’s fufferings, and the proper influences 
| they ought to have on our underftandings and lives, but ° 
pleafing themfelves with fuperficial notions, and bare 
| hiftory, and grofs ideas of things, at laft give themfelves - 
| up to the excefles of feminine pity. But this mifperfuaft- 
) on,that her complexion and temper enclined her to,grew — 
up with her, and was heightned into a pretence, that se@. 24. 
| God infpired her with this fevere courfe of life,which fhe a a 
| had taken up fo early, and impofed this fevere penance ~~ 
| upon her; and that it was the-will of Chrift,who by thefe 
_ methods was about to make her conformable to him- seé. 29. 
| felf, that fhe fhould ufe thefe extraordinary rigors upon . 
| herfelf In one of her ecftafies, after fhe had defired to 
| know of God, what he would have her do, it was an- 
| fwered her at the ear of-her heart,that is, fhe had a {trong 
| phanfy in her difturbed brain, that it was his will that 
| the fhould live only upon bread and water for five years, . 
except on feftival days, when fhe might a little indulge 
her felf with Lenten fare.’ But it feems fhe was afraid 
| todifcover to thofe who had the government of her this 
| fevere divine command, till wpon the hearing of another 
voice, that ordered her on the following day to taft of 
nothing but bread and water, and that under the threat 
| of withdranving-his eyes from her, the difclofed the revela- 
tions but they-commanded her the contrary : but her 
| weak ftomach rejecting the ordinary food ferved upon | 
the table for four days together, they very wifely con- _ 

clude, that this was a certain proof and. fign of the di 
vine will‘and pleafure, aad ere her in her own power 

warltio | to 


to do whatever fhe pleafed,as to her eating or not eating, | 
Hence followed extraordinary. penances, as fafting fe- 
veral weeks without any other nourifhment, but that of. |, 
the Sacrament, (fo that for that time fhe, only fed upon, | 
and was fuftained by fpecies or meer accidents) whipping | 
her felf with iron chains, and putting on an iron pointed, | 
girdle, which fhe kept.on even at her work, and rouling. |” 
her felf upon bundles of thorns; but this wasin imitation. |’ 
of St. Francis, when by violence of temptation luftful, | 
thoughts broke in upon her mind, which is here called, | 
being perfecuted by the Devil Afmodeus, 

But it feems, time and a_ ferious recollection of her | 
own fickly and weak condition, joyned to the advice of | 
her Superiors and Phyficians, made her-relax very much . ‘ 
of this feverity, in order to the. recovery of her. health, 
which fhe had.fo much impaired... Now what. is there . i 
in all this feverity but. melancholy and obftinacy. of -hu-. ! 
mor arifing from mifguided. deyotion, anda mifunder. ” 
ftanding of the true. fpirit of Chriftianity, and a. falfe. | 
perfuafion. of the will and mind of God,. owing wholly," 
to.the violent fuggeftions of her deluded. phanfy > 7 

4.. The miracles they afcribe to her are mean and: 
trifling, and I fuppofe are only put down, becaufe her - 
life would feem imperfect without them, and that this. ‘ 
is become a neceffary qualification in a perfon, to whom. 
her zealous Votaries defign the glory of a canonization. ' 
But they little remember the true end and defign of mi-. | 
racles, which is.to.convince, and which, like-the-gift of. 
tongues, are figns to them which believe not, not to. they, 
| wich believe, and are. made. ufe of by God: for: fome. 
great purpofe.of his Providence, and not to amufe and, 
raife wonder only : and it often happens.that tricks and: 
attifices,, and fometimes meer, accidents pafs. with igno-. 
fant and. credulous. perfons, who: underftand nothing . 

| elther- 


| 
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_ - render her more confor 
_ -whom they idly phanfy the founders -of the Carmelite or- 
| -der;but it was great poverty in one of the widows,whofle 


pi 
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either of the power of phanfy, or thé power of nature, 
for miracles. What they relate of her ufing her needle 
and pencil in an ecftafy, that others have done in their 
| fleep, which tho it be lookt upon as unufual, is far 
_ from being miraculous. And for the pretended miracle 
of the multiplication of the oyl, and this by placing her 
| image upon the veffel, it looks like.a fiction, as if fuch 
_-akind of provifion were fo abfolutely neceflary at that 
_ time, that the Nunns could not live without it, or that 
they could procure none from abroad,and wanted friends 
' or mony to encreafe their ftore, or that the old ftock 
made the year before,and of which,there being no dearth 
| -4n that or the preceding years, there might be a great 
plenty left in Florence, which could have ealily furnifhed 
‘them, had been quite fpent : and it is finely invented to 


* 


mable to the two great Prophets, 


| fonswere ready to‘be feized upon'by her mercilefs credi= 


| -tor, ‘and’a famine, ‘which raged in ‘fudea, which made 
their compaifion and the ‘miraculous effect of it neceflary. 


‘Thus alfo if God does blefs ‘with fuccefs the’ ufe of 


‘dhy medicine, or if the: firength of nature throws off 
_ the'virulence of any diftemper, if the Saint be at the 


“ame time invoked, or any relique be applied to the 


"part affected, or if by a happy providence there is any 
 ‘gpéat deliverance from imminent danger either at-land 
| -or fea, this muft be’ afcribed to the merit and intercef- 
 fion of the Saint prayed to, and the glory of it given 
_ ‘away from God, ‘to whofe ‘great mercy and goodnefs we 
_ owe our being, and the continuance of our lives, and 
our daily prefervation. | | 


_ 'Her'body, when'dead, fends forth fweet odours, and 


|-répiains ‘uncorrupted, ‘that is, the ‘humors being fpent 
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and wholly dryed up by her immoderate fafting ; and 
her virginal modefty continued in it, after her foul had | 
left it, fo that fhe, not being able to endure the fight | 
and touch ofa licentious extravagant young man, who. 
came among others to the Church, where fhe lay expo- ; 
fed, to look upon her, fhe turned her head-on the other i 
lide, as it were in juft fcorn and indignation, no doubt, 
to the great terror of the young man, and the amaze. | 
ment of thofe who were with him. This prodigy was , 
_attefted by a venerable Jefuit, who could do no lefs out, | 
of gratitude to her memory, whofe vifion and oath || 
upon it contributed fo much to the fainting of Lemis \ 
Gonzaga of the fame order. But how often are fuch fup- | 
~ poled prodigies owing to meer phanfy and miftake, or || 
elfe to trick and artifice? Thus in thofe fad and gloomy — 
times of the year 1658. the ftatue of William the Con: 
-queror in the Royal Exchange was. faid to have bran- 4 
‘difhed his fword, and upon either the delufion or de- 
fign of the firft reporter, I obferved, as I accidentally © 
paft through that place, great numbers of idle phanff- 
ful people ftaring upon it, vainly expecting, that the | 
trick would be fhewn.a fecond time, that was not fhewn || 
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the firft : it being equally true,.as.that the ftatue of King © 
Charles the firft on horfe-back at Charing-Crofs hook. his | 
head, as a noble Lord, who. had given great difturbance | 

.to his government by. his faétious and rebellious beha-- 
,viour, which.he repented of, was carryed , by in great | 
pomp and ftate.in his hearfe to be enterred in the Coun-- 
‘try, which the idle reporter {wore that he faw done. | | 
. _ Ineed not:enlarge upon the other.particulars of her: 
life; her charity to the poor, which begg’d at her Fathers | 
gate, when fhe was a very child, in giving them a fhare _ 
of. her. breakfaft and evening ‘collation ; her retiring | 
from the company of thofe of her age into fecret places,.: 
| | Bete eae bay ” a 
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} that fhe might with greater application of mind give up 
her felf to mental and vocal prayer ; her inftructing little 
children; her vow and refolution of becoming a Nunn, 
| when fhe was but ten years old: befides the above men- 
- tioned aufterities, her contempt of the world, and her 
ready obedience; all which, if there be. nothing of hy- 
perbole andamplification, as-is ufual.in fuch kind-of 
- marratives, may be afcribed to a ftriét education, which 
working upon a religious melancholick temper,had pro- 
_ duced fuch an unufual behaviour, which the Nunns, to 
whofe care fhe was committed, ,encouraged and ren- 
‘dered habitual, and then judged, from .thefe hopeful 
_ beginnings, that fhe would equal the chiefeft women- sea. 8: 
faints of their Church, as being fent hy God to fupply 
the great lof the order had fuftained by the death of 
‘St. Therefe,, which hapned but two months. before. fhe 
- took the habit; upon her, in her fixteenth year, which 
fhe had vowed four years before. But. tho. this age in 
other Countries isnot capable of that experience, and 
folid judgment, which are requifite to make them to. 
 confider all things wifely. and. fully as to their future 
spondition of life: yet, this. muft be no prejudice and 
bar to the ripe wits of Italy, who can judge for. them- 
felves in their very childhood. But it is faid, that the 
‘Spirit of Chrift had taken full pofleffion of her long be- ¢¢ 5, 
fore, and fo confequently her devoting her felf to.a. 
cloiftered life, muft be aferibed to. infpiration and holy 
- love, and not to any melancholick humor, or the di- 
_ reétion of a Nurfe or Governant, and thofe other plau- 
fible arguments, with which other young maidens are 
wont to be inveigled into a Nunnery. 
But let us grant, that true. devotion carryed her thi-- 
ther. ; yet what. great pity is it, that it was not: better, 
regulated? but this neither the fuperftitious. sia 
blu ancl 


he ; 


vanid pradices of the Roman Church, ‘in which “fhe ‘had | 
-been educated, nor her enthufiaftick temper would per- | 
‘mit even in Hic fober and lefs difiurbed intervals of her } a 

~ dife. 

Let.any fober perfon refle& upon her ufual pradices | 
and behaviour, ‘fuch as running to the image of the 

Virgin, and praying before it, and having recourfe to | 
her for aid.and protection, by which fhe is faid to be | 
‘wiétovious over the Devils, who tempted her, her rendring | 
“the homage of vows to her, to her Angel Keeper, and | 
‘to-all Saints, and that vow efpecially, to worfhip their | 
réliques; (and'we know to what a great height of foo- ) 
-lifh fuperftition that veneration is arrived’ among them, | 
and how they abufe the credulity of ignorant people,) 
‘her profteftations, which are many of them indifcreet \ 
“and unjuftifiable, (foras ‘to her‘ daily {pititual exercife, ; 

‘our ‘Author has -not'thought fit to fet it down, tho he ; 
‘fays, ‘it was'moft €xact and complete) her frequent difci- 
plining her {elf in'the way of revenge for herdrowfinef, | 

(before the: attained the: great gift of fleeping but little, 
‘or for miffing of prayers but once, tho fhe was ‘then ; 
‘attefiding at'that time ‘on one of'the Sifters inthe Par- » 
“lotr; whoii fhe could ‘not well leave alone ; ‘and daftly, : 
(0) $3 67. “her extravagant defires and exclamations and ‘prayers (0) : 
i See 2 VOid Of found fenfe and piety, and flowing from down- | 
Gaurda ‘right 'Enthufiafm ;-and let him take a full view of the | 
ceremto: -, Whole courte of: her life, He cannot but lament the mif | 
en leplife fortune of: this poor wrotnan to fall into fuch ul “hands, 
ue fant -who -underftood her ‘diftemper no -better, which | 
Rome zs “‘fhould ‘have been corrected by' medicine and fober coun- 
avec tes_ fel, and mifcarryed fo: foully'i in their condua, and were | 
Lie acne fo? ‘miferably- iniftaken ‘in their judgment of her. 7, 
nization— ‘This Gs’ the perfon, for whofe canonization the (4) 
ag for Carmielithn order was fo concerned for- many years,whtch 
lift could | 


| tould net fs effected without: the requeft and. intercef- 


and Queen of France, it being a matter of great. delay 


| Court of Rome,. before they can hope to give a definitive 


 fion of the Emperor and King of Spaz, and of the King . 


31 | 


_ and expenfe too,to pafs through allthe forms ufed inthe — 


fentence to be paftin favour of the Candidate, from the p. 12. 


mouth of the Oracle of truth,as they fpeak ; for the Pope. 


after fuch long debates and examinations. of witnefles 
weighty office is recommended,. cannot but be infallible. 
nificence, as that it may well be reckoned among. the. 
) the grandeur of that See, and conduces.to:the enriching: 
and. flourifhment of Rome, where upon-this and the like; 


‘eccafions,. fo many thoufands flock to fee, as our Author 


| the Sants.1n paradife.. But what is the defign.of all thefe. 


pt 


_Martyrologies. of the feveral Churches, to. which they be-. 
longed, and gained the reputation of faintfhip from the. 
concurrent fuffrage of all. the Chriftians. of their time,. 
who were. juftito, their fame. and.celebrated: their.me-.. 
/Mories. with folemn,thank{giving to: God, by whofesholy:: 


ie | 


in{piration. 


_ by a deputed Congregation of Cardinals, to whom, this. 
This ceremony is attended. with fo much pomp and mag- 


triumphs of the Roman Church; and it helps to keep up . 


peaks, heaven upon earth, and the sdea of. the habitation of », 
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infpiration and grace they were enabled to’ do him fer» | 
vice, and glorifie him both in their lives and: deaths 5" |i 
and itis certain, that this recital and commemoration of |) 
their names was only déefigned to do honour~to their’ 
perfons, and to keep up in the minds of people a conti- 
nual remembrance of their heroick piety. And if the 
fuperftition of after ages had proceeded ne further, but 
‘had recommended to the whole world great_and extra. | 
ordinary examples of true folid Chriftian piety, only for | 
their imitation,it had been well for Chriftendom,and no } 
fmallfervice might have been done to religion by it. But | 
there is now a_ far different aim in this folemnity, in |! 
which not only the advantage and honour of every re- | 
ligious order are concerned, ( for each ftrives-to get " 
‘many Saints declared, who have followed and embraced | | 
their rule, than which nothing can give it a greater | 
luftre, and this will bring them more admirers and cu- 
ftomers) but the honour of the Romaz Church too: for — 
all this ado is made, that thefe new Saints may be wor- ~ 
fhipped by the faithful, and invoked in their diftrefles’ 
and neceffities, and by this means one of her corrupt do- 
rines about praying to Saints is confirmed and rendred | 
more and more facred, ‘which is altogether precarious, 
and has no:foundation in Scripture, and was unknown | 
inthe’ firft ages of the’‘Church, and is derogatory to the 
honour of our B. Saviour, who is our only mediator and 
advocate. Thus at laft it is faid, that the Pope Clement 
the oth. being divinely infpired with the lights of the holy 
Spirit, was determined to accord to the Blefled Peter of 
Aleantava, and Mary Magdalen of Pazzi, the merit 
and glorious title of Saints, and accordingly he pronoun- — 
ced them ‘fuch, and a’Bull was iffued out, wherein he _ 
gives a plenary indulgence to-all who fhall be prefent ‘at 
their canonization, and ‘hall at the ‘hour of Geath im* 
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plore their interceffion, befides a great number of other — 
gndulgenees granted to the Chaplets, Rofaries, Images, 
‘Crofles, and Medals bleft upon that occafion, which I 
Les not think fit to trouble the Reader with. What I 
have already {et down, being enough to fhew him, what 
the ends and defigns of their pretended ccanonizations 
are, and who they are who have been lately fainted at 
Rome. _ God in his good time root out-of: the world all 
-fuperftition and vanity in.worfhip,- and error in do- 
-G@rine, and reftore true Catholick unity to his divided .. 
Church upon the principles of Catholick and Apoftolick 
-Chriftianity, which the Church of England does pro- 
| fefs and maintain, and infpire. -all the members and vo- 
taries of it with the {pirit of fober piety and devotion, | 
fach as is moft agreeable to the Chriftian religion and . 
worlhip. Amen | 
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| A Carmelite Nunn. 


_|Newly tranflated by the Reverend Father Le- 
zin de Sainte Scholaftique ; Provincial. of 
_ the Reformed Carmelites of Touraine. 


j At P ASRS, 
|For Sebaftian Cramoify in St. James's Street, at} 
| the fign of Fame. 1670. | aa 
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With the King’s priviledge and approbation, 
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rT is fr the glory of God, as the fir Author of the life 

of St. Bernard hath well remarked, to take care that 
| Bh te tapers of extraordinary virtue and holinels, which 
| De continually lights up sn bis Church, 19. preferve and main: 


ce | 
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 Ican prefent you with an entire tranflation of all her works, 
which fhall be dene as foon as the duty of my charge will 
permit. | ‘. | F 


- The approbation of the Divinity-Readers of the Order. 
We under-written Readers of Divinity, of the Order of 


the Carmelites, certifie, that we have read attentively the 
hfe of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, a Carmelite Nuun 
of the antient obfervance, newly tranflated by the Reverend 
Father, Lezin of St. Scholaftica, Provincial of the reform- 
ed Carmelites of the Province of Touraine, and bave found 
nothing in it, but what is conformable to the orthodox faith, 
and to the lights, which God gives to Souls, which fearch 
bim in Spirit and Truth, This is the teftimony, which we 
render to truth. Done in our Convent of the very holy Sa-_ 
crament of the Carmelstes, aux Billets, at Paris, this 22th of 
OGober, "1669. se: seit aaa 
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ce 


~ “Br, Columban du S. Efprit, Prior of the Con-_ 
~ vent of Carmelites des billets of Paris, , 


Fr Irenée de Saint Jacques. 
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V4 be life of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, 2 € ait 


__ melite Nunn of the antient obfervance. 


-@  ‘Lorence, the chief City of Tufcany, no lefs abound- 

=| Ing in Saints,which are the fruits of heaven,than 
Z in the riches and beauties of the earth, happily 
\_. gave birth to St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, the 


| fecond day of April, in the year one thoufand five. hun- 


dred fixty and fix. Her Father was called Camillo, 
Son of Gery, Lord of Pazz¢, andher Mother Mary, 
Daughter of Laurence, Lord of Boudelmont, both being 


 offuch illuftrious houfes, as they call Great in Floreuce. 
_ This Lady did not feel the whole time of her being with 
| child with her,  thofe illneffes and indifpofitions, which 
»| women are ordinarily fubje& to in that condition: at 
| which we need not wonder, fince that Chrift one day 


in his moft familiar entertainments declared to her, that 


| He had loved her, and had chofen her for his Spoufe. from her 
Mothers womb: and the love, which God bears us, not 
_ being fteril and void of effect, he might from that very 
- moment, out of refpecé to her, exempt her Mother from 


thofe pains. She was called at the holy Font, when fhe 


_ Was Chriftned, Katharine: but this name was changed 
Into that of Mary. Magdalene, when fhe took the facred 
vail of religion. It was, that fhe might add the purity 


and generoufnefs of a Virgin-heart to the fire and 


flames of love, which burnt in this latter Saint, and 
| unite in her bofom all the virtues of both, as wellas 


thofe of the great Saint, St. Francis of Paulz, who honour- 


ed with his feaft and memory the day of her birth. 


2. Scarce 


4° The Life of St. Mary Magdalene-of Pazzi. 

3; Scarce had fhe attained the age, in which weufe [ 
our teafon, but fhe began to diftinguith foft delicate |, 
clothing from a courfe and auftere habit, having in || 
horror thofe rich Silk garmnénts, which they would | 
have given her, and rejecting them with tears; her |: 
paffion being no other way to be appeafed, till they 
had brought her thick and ugly ones of no value: |, 
which in my judgment, was a very certain mark of || 
that auftere and penitent life, which fhe was to lead | 
oie day ina Cloifter: fince that according to the words | 

of Jéfus Chrift, i % not mm the defert, but in Kings \_ 
contts, they swear [oft and vich clothing: and from that 


Le 


time this infant might fay with St. Anguftine, that . 
which fhould be practifed in all Monafteries, both of 
men and worinen, de wefte preriofa erubefco, I blufh gnd | 
am afhamed of the beauty and  fplendor of a ‘rich, 
and ‘coftly ‘robe. . | ‘ ain f 


"3, The love of Jeftis Chrift fo ftrongly wrought ‘up: 
‘on her in thofe tender ‘years, that. fhe ordinarily made ) 
the poor, which came to the gate'to be ‘relieved, fhare , 
with her in her Breakfaft ‘in the morning, and in her , 
‘collation at night... : | en 
From ‘that very time -the Spirit of Jefus Chrift ” 
feemed to take himfelf- mafter of her, and poffefs 
her ‘fully. For her- delight was'to avoid the idle and , 
trifling company ofthe girls. of her age, and to retire) 
apart, that fhe might ‘entertain her felf with his di — 
vine majefty in mental and. vocal prayer: and when... 
the ‘quitted this folitude, it. was to fpeak, or ‘to hear, 
others fpeak, of God, of the myftertes of our faith, 
and of the means of advancing in virtue. The time of, 
ther prayer was regulated to half an hour: but fhe of, 
tentimes continued an entire howr at it: for asmuch as, 
fhe had-experienced the truth of thofe ~words of the, 


a, || 
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‘The Life of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi. 
yncreated and incarnate wifdom, thofe who eat me, fhall 
fill banger, and thefe who drink me, fhall remain al- 
waies thirfly of me. This made her fearch in the houfe. 
for places moft private and free from noife, that fhe 

might enjoy there in quiet the delightful entertain- 
‘ments of her divine husband : but if fhe was detained 
at any time about the management of the houfhold af- 
\ fairs, fhe difpatcht them fpeedily, and returned to-her 

dear and beloved retirement. | . 

_ 4, She had a relifh and taft of the delights of the 
‘holy Communion, before that fhe was permitted by . 
Jreafon of her age to approach it, making it her bufinefs 
to converfe and entertain her felf with thofe, whom 
) the knew had communicated that day, that fhe might 
» enjoy the {weet perfumes, which: feemed to exhale from 
‘them: and fhe greedily received the. words, which 
‘came out of their mouths, as the words of God, with. 
| which fhe was perfwaded they were replenifht. At 
| ten years of age they permitted her to approach the . 
holy table ; and it was, I think, on holy Tharfday, that 
‘ contemplating the excefs of the infinite love of Jefus, 
who had engaged to give himfelf to us in this ado- 
| irable Sacrament, fhe confecrated her body and foul to 

“him in the way of acknowledgment, by a vow of per- 
‘petual Virginity, being refolved to enter into a Mona- 
) tery, as foon as fhe had means and opportunity, to pre- 
erve there that precious jewel of Paradife. te 
' 5. Inthe mean while, as the Spoufe in the Canticles, 
| languifhing with love, demanded of her well beloved 
' lowers and fruits to fuftain her, that is, in the judg- 

nent of the moft intelligent Interpreters of Scripture, 
the exteriour practices of good works, where paffing 

Tom the interiour employment of contemplation, fhe 
“night find fome comfort and cic: from her puns 
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felf in inftrudting little girls of her own age, whom fhe; 


‘without permitting her to finifh what fhe had under: § 
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_ advife of the fpiritual director of the family, was by: 


The Life of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi. i 
and wearifomnefs, this young lover, during her wait-| 
ing the time of her retrait into a Cloifter, bufied her! @ 


taught the firft elements of the Chriftian doctrine : and) 
to gain them to God, and to draw them into her com-, 


pany, fhe prefented them with handkerchiefs, aprons, 9 


and other linnen which they ‘had need of: and the! 
Country furnifhing her with more frequent occafions of @ 
prayer, and of the exercife of this fort of charity, the § 
was much more pleafed to be there than in the City °@ 
of which there was this eviderit proof, that fhe ha 
ving begun to inftrué& a little girl of the Village: 
when they would have brought her back to the houle, 


| 
( 
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taken, fhe fell a crying, as little children ufe to do, and. : 
would not be quiet, till they brought her little Cate: 
chift to the City with her. 7 ‘| 
6, Already the crofs and the thorns, with which the 
head of her husband was crowned, faith St. Ferom, tc 
bear the flowers of Virginity, had made fuch ftrong 
impreffions upon her heart, that at the age of twelyc 
years fhe made a Crown of very fharp pointed ae 
which fhe put upon her head, undergoing for the {pac 
of a whole night the fenfible dolors of their piercing. 
7, It was at that time, that Signore Canssllo her fa. 
ther was obliged for the fervice of his Prince and the Re. 


publick, to make a voyage to Cortone, and being tc 


make fome ftay there, he carryed with him the greatef 
part of his family, the young Damofel Katharine by th 


f 


divine providence left alone, and committed to the car; 
of the Nunns. of St. ‘ohu at Florence, to be inftruted b* 
them in virtue and. all Chriftian behaviour, which ‘ 
young Lady of her age and birth was not to be ignoran) 
och nae 8. Th 
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) The Life of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi. 

| 8. The Nunns of that Monaftery obferved, that from 

that very time, fhe followed not the way and air of 
‘the world, which precipitates into hell, but of heaven 

Jand paradife, which makes Saints. She was fo docile 

and pliant to obedience, that they. could never per- 

ceive the leaft unwillingnefs in her to obey what was 

‘commanded her: and fhe was fo conftant at prayer, fo 

humble, fo modeft, fo. charitable, that they judged, 

that fhe would one day equal St. Gertrude, St. Katharine, 

“and St. Therefa. risa ele is 

~ g. Never did.the thought of thofe enormous crimes 

which are committed in the world, come into her mind, 

put fhe melted into tears: but when fhe underftood 

‘that there were in the Church men Jearned and zea- 

‘lous, for the converfion of fouls, fhe could fcarce con- 
‘tain her felf for the joy, which fhe derived thence. Her 

heart and mind. were already fo purified from all felf- 
intereft, that oftentimes fhe gave thanks to God, that 

there were fouls, which furpaft her in this zeal, and 

which rendred him much more fervice in the Church, 

than fhe could do, being fully perfwaded, that more 

glory would redound to God from the good fervices of 

others than her own. | So folidly was fhe bottomed in 

fentiments of a true humility. Nothing grieved and af- 

flied her fo much, as to. underftand, that the Religi- 

ous orders declined and fell into decay, and relaxed 

from that firft exaGtnefs and vigour, in which they had | 
been founded. | | 


10. She vifited oftentimes the fick fifters in the Infir- 
| mary, made them a fpiritual Lecture out of fome good 
‘book, and by her charming difcourfes engaged them to 
| frequent the Sacraments of penance, and the holy Eu- 
) charift. And althé fhe butied her felf very willingly 
in the practices of an active life, yet conteinplation was 

eric | G2 infinitely 


The Life of St. Mary Magdalene of Pazzi, | 
infinitely more agreeable to her. Sometime fhe con-|™ 
tinued four entire hours at prayer : at the end of which| 
her foul feemed in fuch a manner fwallowed up in the! 
ocean of divine contemplation, that they might have! 
taken her for an incarnate Seraphim, or for that divine || 
lover in theCanticles, whofe ravifhing beauties are there | 
defcribed and delineated by her heavenly Husband, _—| 

11. The Nunns of this Convent paflionately witht to|™ 
retain her, and to give her the habit: of their order: || 
but God had defigned her elfewhere, and would enrich! 
the holy mount Carmel, and the order-of his moft pure | 
Mother withther. Her Father and Mother, after their | 
return from Cortona to Florence, having taken her out of | 
the Monaftery of St. ohn, defigned and witht to mar- 

ory her: but fhe remaining: firm-to her vow, and pro- 
tefting, that they fhould fooner deprive her of her life, 7 
than of the defire and refolution fhe had made of-be-' 
coming a Nunn; they gave way, and after many tryals, 
they hadufed to-be fatisfied about the truth and fixed- . 
nefs of her defign, they confented to her retrait.- 2 

12. Two.Monafteries prefented themfelves before her 
in the very point of her deliberation, and kept: her 
mind a long time in fufpence, before fhe knew how to 4 
determine, in which of them to enter.. The ftri@ ob- 
fervance of rules was exactly maintained in both, Both 
fent forth a very fweet favour of piety and religion 
through Florence. The one had for Father and Patriarch 
the great St. Dominic, and bore the name of the little 1 

Crofs the other combated under the glorious title of , 
the Virgin-mother of God, and was called our Lady: of | 
Angels. Inthe firft, the Nunns were fo modeft and fo | 
chaft, that they never unveiled themfelves before men 3 
that which infinitely pleafed our young Gentlewoman: | 
the others lived fo happily, that they were permitted to | 

Li o approach 
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| approach every: day the table of Angels: and thefe lat- 
| ter carryed her. 
| 13. She entred then very happily upon the holy land 
~ of Carmel, on Sunday dedicated to. the {pecial worthip of 
Mary, jutt before Advent, in the year.1582. ‘That day. 
fennight, being the feaft of the Virgins immaculate con- 
ception, fhe had all the fuffrages of the Nunns aflembled. 
in Chapter, to receive among them the holy habit, the 
- thirtieth day of January,1683. Only two months had 
 paft, fince heaven had taken away the feraphick Saint 
| Therefa, that.God, to recompence the order for that 
lols, fent-this Saint into it, who was. not in the leaft 
behind her in the ardors of feraphick. love. | 
14. The Confeflor of. the Monaftery, finifhing the 
ceremony of habiting-her, put into her hand a Crucifix, 
according to cuftom, whilft the Nunns fang in the Quire 
thofe ecftatical words of the great Apoftle, God. forbid, 
that I foould glory in any thing, but 1m the Crofs of our Lord 
| Fefus-Chrift.. In that moment her heart being livelily. 
"penetrated and enlightned with the truth of thofe words, . 
| ‘the forgetting all that was in the world, feemed to be. 
melted, and diffolved, and wholly transformed into her. 
crucified Jefus: fo that fhe was ufed to fay, that fhe ne- 
ver enjoyed more fenfible and inward comfort. . | 
_ 15.-In thefe fentiments of joy and triumph, which. 
| the holy Cloifture had infpired her with,. fhe began im- 
mediately, and.alwaies continued to kifs the walls and 
grates, which feparated her from having to.do with the 
world, and engaged her to the. fervice of, her God. 
- From that time the Parlers, which fhe,, called markets. 
| and publick places, or at jeaft randezvouz, and places . 
of affignation, were no lefs. dreaded by her, than hell 
- 4t@lf: fhe withing to burn in Purgatory all the time, 
fhe had loft and miffpent in that place ; and upon this. 
. ioe i | accompt 
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accompt it was, that the company of the men and wo- 
men of the world, and even of her parents and kinsfol&s 
were infupportable to her. ; . 

_ 16. She paft the-year of her Noviciatein the common | 
and ordinary practices of Novices, but in an air and 
manner, which was not common. Her will appeared - a 
all loft and diffolved into that of her fuperiors? her | 
tongue was never loofed, but to anfwer modeftly and in 
few words what was askt her, and her lips were never 
opened, but to chant with the Sifters the praifes of | 
God. Ifat any time fhe {pake out of obedience, all her 
words were as {o many burning arrows, which pierced __ 
the hearts of the Sifters, and enflamed them with the | 
fire of divine love. Her vifage was alwaies ferene, her 
mind equal: the vileft offices of the houfe were thofe 
fhe loved beft, and the courfeft clothes fhe efteemed the’ 
moft fit, never thinking her felf more happy, than when 
fhe felt fomething of the rigors of religious poverty. dn 
fine, it was alwaies fhe, which had done amifs, when 
fomething in common belonging to them all had not 
been done well; accufing her felf, to excufe the other . 
Nunns. ? | e J 

17. From her firft entrance into thefe holy lifts, fhe 
conjured with all poffible earneftnefs the Miftrefs of the 
Noviciate, to make a fierce war upon all hernatural en- 
clinations, corrupted by fin,and upon all the evil habits 
which fhe had brought out of the world into the Cloi- 

: fter, without flattering or ufing them gently. hg 


. By thefe folid practices the was raifed very high 


above her felf, and thereby became capable of the fub- 


limeft lights of Paradife, which God is pleafed ufually to 
communicate to pure fouls in prayer, It was there, in 
my judgment, that fhe began to difcover the fecret 
{prings of the divine condué& upon her foul bya Pro- | 

| phetick 
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 phetick fpirit, asa daughter of the Prophetick order of 

| ‘the great Elias, as you fhall fee prefently. 
1g. The year of her Noviciate being over, fhe had 
“all the votes of the community to make her profeffion, 
with another, who was to do it at the fame time. And 
that they might not be feparated, her companion not 
being ready on the day, that the novicefhip of our Si- 
fter Mary Magdalene was terminated, they refolved to 
retard the folemnity of her profeflion for fome days. 
The news of which being brought her, fhe anfwered 
with great modefty and {weetnefs, I fhall not make my 
Profe(fion with our dear Sifter N. but you will be obliged to 
|. your great regret to let me do it by my felf. A little time 
‘after, O wonder of Providence! this poor Novice fell 
fick of a violent continual fever, accompanied with a 
great cough, which reduced her to extremity: fo that 
by the advice of four Phyficians, the ableft of that great 
City, who had given her over, they were obliged to 
‘haften the time, which they had fet to receive her vows, 
and to admit her to be Profeft alone. The ceremony 
__-wasat her earneft requeft performed in an Oratory de- 
‘dicated to the holy Virgin, at the end of the Infirmary, 
where they placed a little bed at the foot of the Altar, 
whither fhe was carryed (altho they were of opinion, 
that fhe could not be lifted: out of her bed without dan- 
ger of deati) on. Trinity Sunday 1584. inthe feventeenth 

year of her age. | 

20. What fhall we fay of this happy concurrence, 
 yencounter, or event? Is.it, that Sifter Mary Magdalene: 
‘was not to have a companion in her confecration. to the 
fervice of her husband, fince fhe could. not have one: 
equal to her in her fidelity to him? Is it not rather,. 
that the holy Trinity, whom fhe adored with peculiar 
devotion, was willing to referve her peculiarly for their 
| | temple, 
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‘temple, and take that day a full and entire poflefion of | 
her. In truth, there is fome ground.for this. Forafter — 
_ the ceremony was performed, they carryed her back up- 
~ on her bed to the Infirmary, where the defired, that they 
would. draw the curtains, that fhe might take fome 
reft. But, O God! what fleep, what repofe! it was a 
fleep of ecftafy and of ravifhment, like to that -of the 
loving and beloved difciple St. John, when he lay in 
the bofom of his Mafter at his lait fupper. For the Si- 
‘fter, who had the charge of the Infirmary, returning an 
hour after, and not’ hearing her to cough, as fhe was — 
wont, nor perceiving -her to ftir, drew the curtain foft- 
dy, and found this holy foul ravifhed with ecftafy, her 
countenance red asa rofe, her eyes open and fixt.upon a — 
Crucifix, which was at her beds feet, and her whole _ 
‘body without breath, motion, or fenfe. The Priorefs — 
having had notice of-it, came running with all the Sifters 
of the Convent to the Infirmary, who faw this wonder, 
and praifed the Author of it. 3 7 
21. This favour was not flitting: her divine husband 
celebrated this feaft with his Spoufe the fpace of forty 
days together: for fo long thefe ravifhments continued, 
‘They feized upon her every morning in the very mo- 
‘ment after the holy Communion, and held two full 
hours, during which fhe difcourfed fo profoundly of — 
divine and fpiritual matters, and of that, which paft be- 
tween her facred husband and her felf, his Spoufe, that 
fhe filled the Nunns, which heard her, with admira- 
tion, and enflamed their hearts with divine love. Thefe 
extraordinary favours of heaven reftored health to her 
by degrees, without any humane fuccor. 
22. The Mother-Priorefs, by the advice of the elder 
Sifters, thought it expedient to bring this young profeft 
Nunn from the Noviciate, as well for many reafons, 
| he nl which 
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| which the prudent conduct of the houfe dictated to her, 


as to give her more leifure and opportunity for devo- 
tion, to which fhe was extraordinarily called. But af- 
ter fhe had humbly teftifiled her ardent defire to cons 


' tinue under the direction and governance of the Miftrefs 
_ .of the Noviciate, and to be treated as the meaneft and 


-moft imperfect ofall the Sifters, they complied with her. 
23. In this ftate of humiliation and humility, her 


_ graces were redoubled: fhe was almoft every day ra- 


vifhed with ecftafy, and in thefe ravifhments fhe fpake 
_of things fo ravifhing, fo agreeable and fo fublime, that 
.they evidently appeared'to pafs the natural capacity of 
_a maid of feventeen years. The Mother-Priorefs, by the 
-advice of the Confeflor of the houfe, appointed two 
.Nunns to write and gather the precious pearls of thofe 


- divine difcourfes, which proceeded from her mouth, for 
| fear they would be loft otherwife: fo after her death 
) -they were printed in Italian, and tranflated into Latine 
by: Andrew du. Chafteaa-royal, a Carmelite Fryer. of the 
} -antient obfervance, in one volume in folio, divided into. 
- devery books, ‘and which will within a little time be put 


into French for -the edification of all Chriftian people, 


— “but efpecially of religious fouls. In thefe ecftatical en- 


‘tertainments fhe fpake the language of the Saints. For 
without ever having learned Latine, or read the’ Fa- 
thers of the-Church, fhe recites paflages out of them 
in their, own. language, and gives an admirable fenfe 
@nd.meaning-of them, sy ylig ib b ood Ov £ 
24. Scarce had fhe finifhed the feventeenth year: of 


‘her age, and the firft. of her religious profeffion, but 
God willing to. lay in her. foul the folid foundations of 


humility, poverty, and Evangelical, aufterity, to raife 


| thereupon the tower of Chriftian perfection, whofe ut- 


. 


i moft, point reaches to beats and approaches to. perfect 


union, 
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unionand confummmation of man -with’his divine ‘ma- | 4 

jefty, infpired ‘her jwith ‘fuch a’manner ‘of living, the [ 

-mott auftere.and rigorous, that ‘has ‘been ‘feen in ‘the | 
Church for feveral ages. Ue eae || 
25. It began.the 29th of May 1585. at ‘what time fhe 
was employed in<the-offices of the houfe, -fuéta eft fuper 
eam manus Domini, the hand-of God fenjibly came upon her 
30 anjnflat, asapon'the Prophets of old, with fuch‘im- 
-petuotity, that leaving her -work, fhe ran to the Ora- 
‘tory, as her -holy Father St. Elzas had fometime done 
cbefore the Chariot of Ahab. ‘Where being come, fhe 
fell:upon-the ground half dead, and after.fome fpace of 
time, cryed:out-aloud, Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do? It was anfwered her at the ear of her heart, ‘that " 
at was the will of God, that fhe should live only apon bread 
and water for the ‘pace of fiue years, except on Feftival © 
days, when’ fhe might eat Lenten fare; fhe replyed, that _ 
the mould not only obey that command, but fhe offered to tue 
after that manner -a thoufand years, if it were bis will, to | 
fatufie any way whatever his divine juflice, fo grievoufly provo-~ . 
hed hy the fins. of men. Neverthelefs fhe durftnot fofoon | 
.difcover'to the Priorefs this order cf heaven, ae 7 
-not without reafon, the fingularity of it, and being fuf- — 
‘ficiently perfwaded, that they would not fuffer her to: , 
undergo an aufterity of life, which feemed to furpafs 
ther ftrength, and the celicatenefs of her complexion. 
But in a fecond ecftafy, which followed two days after, — 
a voice was heard diftin@ly, which fpake to her, craftina 
~ die-uthil guftabis, nifi panem &? aquam : 9 fi boc non facies, i 
retraham abs te oculos meos, you Shall taft nothing to morrow 7 
but-bread and water, but if you do otherwife, 1 will with- 
draw my eyes from you: the Saint anfwered, non moriar 
fed vivam, &° adimplebo opeva tua, I fhall not die but live, _ 
aud fulfil thy works. Being recovered from this ecftafy, fhe 
NS | 
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went to’ find-out| the Priorefs, and afterward her Con-. 
|. feffor;and:to both fhe communicated: what'had hapned: 
| butneither of them judged it fit to permit fuch aufte- 
__ rity, and’ commanded her to eat what. was ferved upon 
| the table, until that. God fhould: give more certain 
| marks and proofs ofvhis will: as: it hapned the day 
following, For when the; wholly made up of obedience, 
| was dutifully difpofed to eat the ordinary portion of the 
| Community with the Sifters, her ftomach could nox 
_ bear one morcel, infomuch that it rejected up: all. with 
firange violences. Which hapning four days together, 
they were obliged to. obey God;, and: to leave her to do: 
what fhe would her felf It was the 25th of May, the 
féftival of St. Zenobius, Archbifhop:and Patron of Flo- 
rence, when fhe entred upon: this new life, and the’ 
| fame day that fhe dyed threeand twenty yearsafter. 
| «260 Thezeab of her husband' advanced:further inthe’ 
| defign, which:he had: tovrender her: perfetly: conform: 
able to himfelf: fortwo years and fome months atter,, 
| the fifth of Fuly, as fhe was attending the Nunns in the 
| Refectory, the Spirit of God threw her upon the ground) 
| into an ecftafy, out of which fhe being recovered, after 
many difcourfes, which were moft highly fpiritual, fhe 
 untied-her fhoes and ftockins’ before all the Nunns, and 
threw: them upon the ground, and with great fiercenefs 
_ runinto her chamber, and got up all the furniture of 
it, without referving any thing but a Crucifix, two 
boards to lye upon, with a’coverlet and pillow; then: 
 betaking her felf to the wardrobe of thofe Sifters,. 
_ which are not the: fervants of the Convent, fhe chofe 
the oldeft, and the worft- habit, and: that which had 
been moftufed,. which fhe put upon her bare flefh with 
 afcapulary'and girdle without any other cloths: and 
 makingaup the reft-into'a little bundle, the brought it 
A Pity 3 H 2 to 
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to the appartment of the Priorefs, and “put:it-into her? | — 
hands: and then went ftrait to the:Church, where wfhe* | 
fang aloud in the way of thank{giving, Te Deum lauda | 
mus: after which, fhe got upon the Altar,’ where was’ | 
an image of the holy Virgin in relieve, and: wrote ina | 
paper a new Profeffion in thefe very words.. edtoms |f 

{ Sifter Mary Magdalene of Pazz1,make ray profeffion, | | 
and promife to God, and to his moft holy Mother; tov ) 
St. Katharine of Siena, to the feraphick Father St. Fran- } 
cis, and to all the’ heavenly Court, obedience, poverty, | 
and chaftity, after the manner, which.God gives me’ |” 
now at this prefent to underftand, with a firm refolu- 
tion never to forfake the way I enter. upon this day,un- | 
lefs God reveals tome, that his willis otherwife; and ' 
how foever, trufting in his grace and mercy, I make this | 
my Profeffion in the hands of the purity cf Mary. © 
Whilft fhe wrote this with one hand, fhe put the other ‘ 
upon the hand. of the Virgins image, continuing ecfta-) \— 
tical, and fpeaking of the benefits and advantages of re-s 
ligious poverty, with that fublimity of language, that it* © 
well appeared, that it was the Spirit of God; who go- 
verned her tongue, as well-as her minds) 900 5 00) 

_ 27. This ravifhment being over, fhe went-tofind:her: ' 
fuperior, and throwing her felf humbly at her feet, de+) 
fired with all poffible earneftnefs, leave of her to ac-} | 
complifh the defigns of God upon her. The Priorefs, de-) " 
firing to do nothing without advice, and having’ con+: " 
ferred with the direGtor of the Monaftery, with joynt) " 
confent, they commanded this poor victim of ohedience | 
and love, to retake her habit, and to put‘on her fhoesy | 
and be clothed like the reft. She readily obeyed: but the” ' 
very next morning, after the Communion, falling again — 
into an ecftafy, and preft by the fame fpirit, fhe toreoff 
her fhoes and cloths, and put on: the oldeft. habit fi. 4 

| could 
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could mieetiwith, with the fcapulary and girdle, with- 
out any other veftment : of which the Priorefs being 
beetitesls fhe went to the place, where fhe was, and 
found her countenance fhining, like that of an incarnate 
‘Seraphim, and. uttering, thefe words: Sweet Fefus, I 
will obey thee, as long as thou foalt be with me: but when 
: ‘thom fbalt retire so beaven, I will do that, which they 
{ball order me. po abs | 
48. In fhort, after many proofs, God was to be obey- 
{ ed, who required this rigorous penitence. of his fervant ; 
_ fee how it was brought about. 
_ . 29, Scarce a month had. paft from the time, that fhe 
out of obedience had returned to the common method 
of a regular life, but that on the feventh of Augaft, a day 
“dedicated to the memory of St. Albert, one of the moft 
_Jilluftrious children of the holy Virgin in this order of. 
Carmel, fhe was affaulted: with fo fharp a pain in her 
' feet, that, fhe could not {tand upright nor walk. They 
were afraid, that this was nothing but an illufion of 
the Devil to deceive her. Upon which accompt they 
|) commanded her, wpon her obedience, to walk : fhe en- 
| deavoured to-do it, but in, vain: for fhe was as little 
‘able to fuftain her {elf upon her ;feet, as upon her hair: 
| and-from the {training ihe ‘afed, tears fell from her eyes: 
fo.that fhe might not difobey,,the. command of the 
 Priorefs, fhe was forced. to crawl upon her hands and. 
knees, and at laft they knew clearly, that it was a ml- 
sacle: and the Priorefs, the better to be convinced of it, 
‘ran to find her, and fpake.to her, My Syer, if you be- 
lieve, it is the will. of God, 1 permit you to go barefoot, and to. 
wear only one gown. ‘Then the fervant of God, fully glad 
of having obtained this licenfe, threw off her {hoes and 
hofe, and went barefoot. winter and fummer..And when 


the Nuans, during the feverity of winter, endeavoured 
| ery tye te rs K | to 
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_ to wrap fome'linnen about her. feet,“which. fhe had of 
tentimes cut and bloudied, fhe thanked:them kindly for, _ 
their good’ offices, and told'them, Let me fuffer, ler mel 
fiffer for my fins, fince Fefus Chrift will have it fo: gl 
30: Thefe rigorous aufterities were nothing in com-|_ 
parifon of ‘the agonies, faintings, defolations, and in fF 
ward -pains and anguifh of mind, which fhe fuffered) - 
‘during the five years of fevere tryal. For her divine hu} 
‘band to make this rigorous exercife of love more meri 
forious, gave her a view of them, before he approached, | 
that fhe might prepare and offer her felf willingly, and\, 
-thereby render her felf more-agreeable, and acquire al 
‘greater merit’: all which’ fhe performed generoufly. Tt. 
was upon the eve of Whitfunday 1585. a year after her, 
religious profeffion; that there’ was reprefented to her 
mind-a’ horrible and’ dreadful place, full: of Devils’ of, 
monftrous: fhapes; fhe called it the lake of Lions: A, 
voice'fpake’to Her’ inwardly, that fle fhould be thrown, 
in there, and'be abandoned ‘to the fury of thofe mon-, 
fters-of hell, the fpace of five-years. Upon her firft 
fight of this dreadful fpectacle, her heart grew cold, and § 
her countenance pale, as if fhe had fallen into an agony, | 
and in the fame inftant fhe cryed out, I call heaven ana 
earth to my aid, and befeech all the inbabitants of heaven to) 
come and help me. O God, where is the fun of thy grace 
and favour? is the light of it eclipfed from before my. eyes? he 
What, Lord, wilt thou abandon me, all alone, to the mevey 
of my enemies? fee how I am as one firicken with the palfy,\ 
or a5 a dead: and dry tree, which no more receives the influ-, 
ences of heaven. Neverthelefs the had in this condition, 
fome affurances from heaven, that during thefe combats, : 
‘the fhould continue under the proteétion of the hoy 
Virgin, her Mother and’Proteétrefs, of St. Michael; an | 
her guardian Angel, and of the Saints, her Patrons and. 
3 : Pa ae _ Proteors,! 
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 Prote&tors, whom fhe invoked every day, that they 
_ {would not forfake her, and that they would hinder her 
| from falling into fin. se 
31, Five furious devils attaqued her one after another, 
‘and made a cruel war upon her: the firft tempted her 
with blafphemy and infidelity; the fecond, with pride 
and prefumption; the third, with gluttony ; the fourth, 
with Jafcivioufnefs ; and the fifth, with defpair. At the 
"fame time, all her fpiritual exercifes were grown dif- 
' taftful: and for that fhe was never tempted more fu- 
 rioufly, than after fhe had received the holy Commu- 
ion: fhe could not be of any other perfwation, but that 
fhe had committed facriledge, .as often as fhe had .ap- 
_ proached it. This horrible fight of Devils terrified her, 
and haunted and purfued her in all places. Sometimes 
"they throw her down from the top of the ftairs : fome- 
"times they bit her under the fhape of vipers and fer- 
' pents: fometimes they feemed to devour her, like fo 
| many hungry Lions ; fo that fhe had no manner of .re- 
' -pofe either day or night. 
| 32, She armed her felf againft thefe furious aflaults 
| with the buckler of prayer, accompanied with extraor- 
' sdinary fafts and penances, which fhe added to -her bun- 
)delof myrrh. Sometimes fhe continued whole weeks 
without receiving any nourifhment, -befides what fhe 
had from the holy Eucharift.” She girt her felf with.a 
_ large girdle, pointed with iron, which fhe did not put. 
off, when fhe went about any bulinefs: the ufed fharp 
_ whips with chains of iron, even to effufion of blood. 
One time when fhe was aflaulted by the Devil Afimvdeus, 
fhe rolled her felf all naked upon faggots of thorn, which! 
| fhe found in the woodhoufe. She ferved in the Kitchen « 
‘and Infirmary, -there being no labour either vile or 
painful enough for her. 
il Ry en! 
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33. Two things among others ferved her particulatly| @ 

to make her vittorious over this hellith canaille.’The}. 
firft was the protection of the holy Mother of God, to|) 
whom fhe had alwaies recourfe in the moft furious af} 
faults of her enemies. ‘ One day being mightily tempted|| 
to defpair, a thing very furprifing, fhe took up a ‘knife|j 
in the Kitchin to kill her felf. The Virgin Mary prefént. | 
ly came into.her thoughts whom fhe invoked, and Me § 
prefently betakes her felf to the Quire, and puts the 
Knife between the hands of the Image of the holy Virgin, 
who atthe fame inftant reftored quiet co-her troubled 
{pirit. -Atanother time being viclently preted bythe! 
fuggeftion of her enemy ‘to leave the Cloifter, amdera 
' f{pecious pretence'of piety and of zeal for the falvation of. 
fouls, fhe took up tne keys of the Convent, which lay in| 
‘the chamber of the Priorefs, and depofited them in the } 
hands ofthe fame Image ofthe H. Virgin, her refugeand 


fan@uary in her moft preffing neceffsties and moft'vio- 
lent temptations. J, OF e1etiupl. ¥ 
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her gravely, that this fingularity of life could not pleafe 
God, and that if fhe perfifted in it, without all doubt, 
fhe would fall into his disfavour. Our Mary Magdalen 
ranto the Priorefs, and difcovered what had ee a 
4 of : . ; The 
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The Priorefs aflured her, that it. was a trick of the evil 
_ fpirit, and ordered. her to continue her ufual practices. 
_ That which fhe did without any difficulty, and with all 
 affurance.. At another time, refenting thofe difgufts 

and diflatisfaGtions, whereof we have fpoken, at her ap- 
proaches to the holy. table, the Priorefs upon her difco- 
very of it, commanded her to approach with humility, 
without any farther deliberation. Which fhe doing, 
her pains ceafed. ee. 
_ 36. At the expiration of five years, fhe got out of this 
gulph, and feemed to pafs from Purgatory to a delici- 
ous Paradife.. -It was on the eve of Whit/unday, whilft 
they. were finging Te Deum at Mattens, that being caft 
into an ecftafy, her divine husband made her very fen- 
fible in her foul,-that the rigors of winter were paift, 
and the ftorms-and tempefts ditfipated and allayed : fhe 
felt inwardly, . thatthe beauty and fweetnefs of the 
fpring,which the-Spoufe in the Canticles {peaks of,would 
fucceed. _In‘this ravifhment, her husband promifed her, 
that for that dreadful fight of Devils,with which fhe had 
| : been fo cruelly haraffed, fhe fhould enjoy from that time 
| forward his dear prefence, ina way fo intimate and 
-charming,. that he would never forfake her. -Upon 
which, her. mind being fullof joy, fhe chanted forth 

that verfe of thePfalmulft, He. hath delivered me from the 

hand of my enemies, and has covered them with confujion, 
Lord, thou hat made me pals. through fire and water, to the 

end, that thou mayelt bring me.to.this refrefbment. ; 

37. Her fidelity in fo, long and harfh a combat me- 

tited to receive from his bountiful hand five. graces or. 

fignal privileges, wherewith he gratified her. The firft 
| was, that he gave. her, a clear knowledge of the beauty 

and grandeur of the: reafonable foul : » that which made 
her fet. am ineftimable.value upon it: and hence. pro- 
a ae eae pee eee ceeded 
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ceeded her ardent zeal,wherewith her foul was enflamed, 


for their falvation: fo that fhe would willingly have — 1 


siven a thoufand lives, if fhe had had them, (that is, 
die and revive fo many times again, as fhe explained 
her felfin a divine conference with her husband) to 
draw them back from fin, and to acquire for them the 
affurances of a bleffed life hereafter. "The fecond was, 
that he gave her his own heart, in the prefence of St.dn- 


gel,a martyr of her order, and of St. Katharine of Siena. - 


The third was, that he honoured her with the-noble 
quality of his Spoufe, placing a crown of thorns upon 
her head, and imprinting the facred ftigmata or wounds 
upon her feet, hands, and fide : although at her prayer 
they lay concealed from the eyes of men. The fourth, 


that he made her partaker of his own divine purity ,both 


ee 


in body and foul. The laft was, a divine knowledge in- 


fufed of the moft fublime and elevated myfteries-of our 


faith, of which fhe difcourfed in terms fo proper, fo ef- 
ficacious and energetical, that they fenfibly touched the 
hearts of thofe, who heard her, furprizing and filling 


them with admiration. It is, according to. the opinion — 


of St. Bernard, from this perfect knowledge, and fingu- : 


lar penetration of mind into the moft hidden myfteries 


of our faith, that the Virgins, which follow the lamb. 
wherefoever he goeth, are glorified, bearing his holy | 


name, and the name of the holy city of the heavenly Fe- 


fufalem, graven upon their forehead,’ and chanting-a  ' 
new fong, which is unknown to the reft of the bleffed. 
Tt feems to me, that this fingular gift of divine under- 


ftanding’ and knowledge, was communicated to her, 
when St. Auguffine at two different times engraved upon 
her heart thefe four words, Verbum cavo fattum eft, the 
word was made flefh: the firft time in letters of bloud, 


to communicate to her a perfe& knowledge of the fuper- 


| 
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eminent love of Jefus Chrift for mankind, when he died 
upon the crofs: the fecond time in letters of gold, to 
make her comprehend, as. much as is poffible, in this 
fad banifhment, what is the length and the breadth, 


| the height and the depth of the Ocean of the Divinity, 


according to the prayer, which St. Paul made to the Fa- 
ther of lights in favour of Chriftians. : 
38. Since her leaving the lake of Lions, by the order 
of heaven, and by the advice of her director and fupe- 
-riors, fhe moderated fomewhat her rigorous aufteritics: 
fhe put on her fhoes and ftockins, eat flefh, principally 
on Sundays, and drank a little wine on Thurfdays by the 
prefcription of her Phyficians for the weaknefs of her 
ftomach : but fhe never habited her felf in warmer or 
more commodious cloths; fo that one day the Priorefs 
taking pity of her, deceived her cunningly, making her 
take a new veftment, as if fhe had given it her in the 
way of alms. | 


39. Some few months after her profellion, Jefus Chrift 


took upon him to have the care of conducting her foul 


| tovirtue, giving her in one of her ecftafies twelve rules 
| of perfection, which fhe obferved fo faithfully, that eve- 
ry month fhe hada day of retreat’ to examine her felf, 


and'to difcover where fhe had been wanting 5 and after- 


|. wards difciplined her felf feverely to punifhi her mnifcar- 


riages, and to awaken her heart to be juft in thefe pra- 


 @ices and promifes. He | ben 
| © 40. She had alfo compofed @ fpiritual exercile- of'a 


confummate perfection, which fhe repeated every morn- 
ing, and put in practife that day, without failing. We 
will not fet it down, becaufe it is fomewhat long : but 
the Protefations which the made, were thefe following. 
1. I proteft to chufe in all things the moft profound 
Reiiges  2u9) owl baweoaB suc ya Me 
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2. I proteft to confefs and adore the unity of the moft 
holy Trinity, forall thole, who do not adore,» 44; 
3. I proteft to exalt, poverty-in all things, 
4. 1 proteft to. fuccour, as much as fhall be in my 
power, all thofe, who labour under the affliéions -of 
this.miferable life. yee 4) ty se cya get 
5. I proteft to buildall my works, as well interior as_| 
exterior, upon the folid reck, which is Jefus Chrift,and | 
to hide them in his wounds... 
6. To make up all the faults, which thall be commit- 
ted in the houfe of Mary, and to be for them anexpia- 
tory facrifice.. . ) i] gainélys bee enberee 
7. To be alwaies as far removed from the corruption 
of the age, and of the world, as heaven is from earth, — 
_ 8. To delight in contempt and confufion, «as. God de- 
lights in himfelf: for that confufion is my center,as God | 
is his own proper. center, and that in all beings created» 
and univerfal. | aris lo veal 
9. I will delight my felf with God,.and in poverty of | 
{pirit, and will fuffer a thoufand deaths, rather than 
hinder the creature from rejoycing in God their Saviour. ' 
10. I proteft to condole with God for all the offences, 
which are committed againft his divine Majefty.. ... . 
41. Afterwards, when fhe had rendred. her'homage “ 
to the holy Virgin, fhe ended with a proteftation, ,that | 
the made to her, that fhe would chufe hell, rather han | 
not keep up the zeal of dutyand obfervance in her houfe: 
to her Angel.Guardian, to comply faithfully withall.the | 
lights and infpirations, which God fhould communicate 
to her by his Miniftry : to the Saints,in general,. to ho- | 
nour their memory religioufly, to worfhip their reliques; 
and above all, to. imitate them in the practice. of true: 
and folid virtues. sly 9 Sotese « ee 
42. She was but three and twenty years of age, meat 
; _ they 
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srofefte 

| jaius; very clea 

- sountenance, oO 

prudence:for the guid 

‘Chriftian perfection. ‘There appeared upon her brow 
+ know not what rays of light and holinefs, which gain- 
ed innocent fouls to God, and affrighted the libertines 
ind the ungodly. This evidently appeared one day; that 
' whilft fhe accompanied a Novice to the Parlour, who 
"was asked for by her brother, the young man looking 


_ ¥om her countenance, which put him into fuch a con- 
_ ternation, that he went away immediately without fay- 
ing one word, as if he had been ftruck with thunder or 
j pghtnine, which had ‘bereft him of the ufe of his rea- 
Yon: but the fame light, which affrighted him, did alfo 


* 


how him, and made fuch lively impreffions upon his. . 


heart, that he was converted, and changed his life, and 
“egulated his manners, which before to. that, time -had 
De eey diffelute; sien say's .. vibiidag 
| 43. Her prefence alone infpired good thoughts into 
‘the Novices, and her example. yielded incomparably, 
“nore effectual inftruction to them, than. her difcourfes 5 
“ché. they being feafoned with the falt of wifdom, were, 
afinitely ufefuland agreeable. If they were fullied with 


any fault. or imperfection, they could not fupport her. 
prefence, till they had cleared themfelves, either by flf- 


“accu ition, or by facramental confetfion. . 


|, 44. She. was enlightned with a marvellous heavenly _ 
“ight, by which fhe penetrated into the moft inwaré and. 


hidden. 


fo i 
| 
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| Hily upon the Mother, obferved rays of light to dart — 
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hidden folds of the confcience, to find out their fpirituy © 


-eftate, to difcover their faults, and to apply the mo} 
proper and ethcacious remedies. For which reafon th 
Confeflors and Directors of the Convent, and othe} 
without, fent perfons to her, upon whom they could 
no good ; but fhe rid them of their trouble, applyed r/ 
medies to their diftempers, and fent them away in peac! 


45. Her zeal to profecute vice was accompanied wit | 
fingular prudence and fweetnefs; fo that if on the on) 
hand, fhe canfed a dread to fall upon vitious and loo}! 
perions, and maftered their fiercenefs with one glance « 


her eye, on the other, {he quieted the timorous with} 


fingle word. She had received it as a rule from he 


husband, never to counfel or command any one, till fh’ 


had firft confulted and lookt upon the crofs, an 
never. to reprove any of her inferiors, till fhe had befon 


reflected upon her own infirmities. That which fhe ol 
ferved very carefully. 2h 23. 010 NCR) 
46. Her humility took from her the knowledge’ 


about it : which fhe perceiving, the oftentimes laboure’ 


to overthrow the opinion which they had of her, b! 


publickly acquainting them with her weaknefles an! 


imperfections. She made lefs accompt of her body, thal 


of a kitchin-clout ; for which reafon there was no la 


fo bafe, mean, and painful, in which fhe would not b' 


employed. 7 


47. Her charity put her upon it, that in the night 


An which fhe never {le 
- rule, 


. 


F 
that fublime ftate of virtue,and perfection, to whic. 
God had raifed her: althé the Nunns were well fatise! 


{ 
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of prayer, meditation, and contemplation. And to re- 
enge her felf of the tyranny of fleep, which had been 
Yoo hard for her, before fhe had acquired a habit of 
lee ping little, fhe awakened her felf with her difcipline, 
nd foon went about her bufinefs, cunningly diffembling 
yer infirmities, for fear fhe fhould be obliged to. repofe 
er velf: 3 } | 
| 48. She never neglected to prepare her felf for prayer, 
tho her life was nothing but one continual prayer, ec- 
tafy, or contemplation. On the Saturday fhe collected 
rom the Gofpel of the following Sunday the matter and 
tgument of her meditations for all the week, teaching 
ier daughters to do the fame. 
49. One of her principal concerns in her prayers was, 
opray to God alwaies for the holy Church, having of- 
enin her mouth thefe words; O my dear Sifters, we do 
wot merit the title of the Spoufes of Jefus Chrift, af we are 
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make every one heavy the feet harmony of theiy. voice’ Ah 

_ fT could fly over the earth, I mould chant aloud the ner 
jong of thy beautrful love. ae wpe: ¢ 
_, 51. At other times they have feen ‘her, ‘holding 
Crucifix in her hand, rapt into an ecftaly, and cryin; 
out, O Fefus, God of love ! thou hat been willing ‘to die Hp 
on a gibbet for finners, and I will willingly give. my blous 
and my life upon the fame account : and if once be not enough) 
_let me die and rife again every day to the end of Beg 4 
if can by-my death obtain any thing in order to their falua® 
tion. Lea, pour upon me all the torments, which their fin 
deferve, and pardon them: T will endure them with a 004 
heart. On the eve of the feftival of St. Katharine ‘in thi 
year 1588. feeing in an ecftafy the horrible blafphemie 
and other abominable wickednefles,which are committed 
every day in the world, fhe cryed out, The pains of hel, 


have encompaffed me on every fide. -O God, my infinite love, \ 
1 can. do no more:-if frnners will not ceafe from fin, and purg ' 
their fouls of their enormous crimes, take away my life, oF ay. 


leaft take from me the fight of thefe abominations, ~~ 


‘52. The very bare name-of mortal fin ma é het 
tremble even to the very marrow of her bones, an fa 
wing her foul upon her lips, ready to ee, a 


that fhe fhould go out of the world, without being abl 4 


comprehend, how a reafonable man, made and created by Gu, 
after his image, redeemed by his blond, and defigned for bea, 
ven, could be able to refolue to.commit voluntarily 4° morta, 


fin. It was her -zeal for the good of fouls, which ob: 
liged her to conjure the Queen Mother Maryde Medici: 
Grandmother of our invincible Monarch, when’ fhe 
went ‘to take leave of her, and to recommend. he: 
felf to her prayers, being then about to leave Florence, 
-and ‘to begin -her journey to France; to’ conjure her. 
I fay, to make ufe of all her power for the conyerfier, 


o! 
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| of hereticks, and reducing them to the Catholick 
| -faith. 4 
_ 53. This love for her neighbour had for its principle 
| the love of God, whofe lively flames confumed our 
Saint. Her life, to fay the truth, having been nothing elle 
| but one continued ecftafy,and ecftafy,as the divine Areo- 
Bruteite teaches, being the proper effect of love, what can 
| be faid of Mary Magdalene de Pazzd-any other,than that — 
| love was her life? fometimes fhe cryed out with eyes 
lifted up to heaven, O Jove ! 0 love! o love! the love, 
which thon haft for thy creatures, 1s tuo great. No, it is not 
too great for Thee, fince thou art love st felf by nature, and 
| that thy difesple of love could find no definition to explain thy 
| effence sand proprieties by, but m calling Thee love. Deus 
| eff chavitas, God is love: but this 15 too much for a vile 
| creature, as Lam. Ceafe then to pour upon my heart thefe 
torrents of love: for it 1s not capable to fupport them. | 
| 54. At another time, holding a Crucifix in her hand, 
| the ran about the Convent with incredible vehemence 
}and fervour, and cafting forth fires and flames of love 
} through all the gates of her fentes, fhe cryed out, O love, 
) I will never ceafe, no never 5 1 will never ceafe to call you 
‘my love, my hope, and my all. Then turning to the, 
) Sifters, who attended her, fhe faid, Know you not that 
| iny Felis is my love 2 you are neither knomps nor loved, o my 
\ love : this is the veafon, why they veproach you ; you are 
\ naked, you ave wandring, and without fhelter , Come then, I 
Voffer you my heart to lodge there, and if tt be not long, large, 
) high, and deep enough, dilate it, till ut fball be able to com- 
prebend and contain you fully. | ; 
"55. Love hath two fingular properties: the firft is to 
delight it felf in finging the praifes of its well-beloved, 
when he is abfent, and expe@ing a perfect union and en- 
joyment. Cantare amantis eft: Vox cantoris, fervor dile- 
RS yr Beemer EL9ui5, 
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Etionis, fays St. Auguftine. It is proper to a lover to fing: 4 
the voice of this finger is the fervor of his love. Our Saint |, 


Mary Magdalene had nothing that pleafed her fo much |}: 
at the heart, as to fing the praifes of God in the Quire || 
_with the Nunns. She was never abfent.either: day or | 
night, unlefs confined to her bed by fome violent fick- | 
nefs. For this reafon fhe had all her life the care upon |@j 
her to awaken the Nunns at midnight, to be prefent at |@ 
Mattins, where fhe was alwaies the firft, and went out | 
the laft. It hapned once, that fhe mift being at Vefpers, | @ 
accompanying a Sifter to the Parlour, whom fhe could || 
not leave: for which fhe had fo quick a fenfe of peni- | 

tence in the bottom of her heart, that to difcharge it, | 
fhe difciplined her felf till the bloud came, accwfing her | 
elf, and faying aloud, that for this abfence fhe could. not 
hope to fing the praifes of God with the Angels in heaven, | 
— fince fhe had negletted to break, off a converfation with fe- | 
cular perfons, and to fing with her Siftersinthe Quire. 
56. The fecond propriety of love, is to fufter for the , 
lover, and to fympathize with his pains. It is not eafie \ 
to report here in few words, what our Mary Magdalene 
hath done and fuffered for her well-beloved. 
The devife of St. Therefa.was, either to fuffer or-to.dies 
that of our Saint, not-to.die, but to live to fuffer : and in- , 
deed fhe repeated very often, I am not forward and im, 
haft to go to Paradife, for that.1s not a place of Suffering but 
delight. This, in my. opinion, 1s what 1s wanting to the fiate ) 
of the bleffed. a 
57.. But what fhall we fay of the admirable effects, . 
which the love of compaffion produced in the foul and , 
body of this holy Carmelite, and of that, which fhedut- , 
fered'on Tuefday in the holy week 1592? Her. Saviour’, 
prefled by the earneft prayers.of his faithful lover, gave ,” 
hera confiderable fhare of the myrr-pofy of his | 
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of all whofe agonies fhe had a quick fenfe. And the 
torments efcreafing to the laft extremity, on Pveday . 
) morning, her countenance lookt pale and gaftly, as that 
‘of one in the point of death: the parts of her body 
were cold as ices her body weak and brought very low, 
‘and deprived of fenfe. Great drops of fweat fell from 
her forehead, and tears from her eyes: her ftomach 
{welling extraordinarily, caft out at her mouth a white 
foam. The Nunns, which were prefent at this fad 
{pectacle, fearing left fhe fhould be fuffocated, loofed her 
girdle, and opened her gown at the breaft to give her 
air: then with a {weet voice, but fomewhat complain- 
ing, fhe cryed out, O Fefus, 1 can endure no longer, I can- 
not partake any more of thy pains. It was in this ecftafy, 
that fhe learned, that our Saviour exfpiring upon the 
Crofs, bowed his head toward the ground to convey 
"his fpirit of life into the hearts of mortal men. 
_ 58. In another ecftafy, which continued fix and 
- twenty hours,on the Thurfday and Friday of the holy week 
of another year, vifiting divers places of the Monaftery, 
fhe felt in her body a lively image of all our Saviour’s 
 paffion, imitating it, and reprefenting his dolorous fta- 
tions, as if fhe had followed him ftep by ftep. , 
59. She feemed firft to enter into the garden of Olives, 
where fhe felt the agonies of his deadly forrow, from 
| which place, as if they had loaded her with irons, and 
bound her ftrait with cords, fhe paffed through the 
* Cloifters, as He pafied through the ftreets of Ferufalem, 
| appearing before the different tribunals of Annas, Caia- 
_ pha, and Pilate. She was tyed to a pillar and cruelly 
| whipt, crowned with thorns, {hewn to the people, and 
| then loaded with a Crofs, and thus going to the Orato- 
ty, which is the inward chappel of the Monaftery, where 
| their fpiritual difcourfes and entertainments are held 
eo ee La 


| 
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and where the Novices fay the office of the V irgin, when | 
they have not recited it in the quire of the Church, _ 
there, I fay, lying upon her back upon the ground, fhe 1 
ftretcht out her feet and hands, that they might be nailed | 
to the Crofs: and after half an hour of filence, fhe raifes: |) 
ner felf upon her feet, ail {tiff, as fhe was, without bend- | 
ing arms or legs, throwing her felf with her hack t 
againft the wall, fhe pronounced diftinély the feven y 
-_ words of our Saviour upon the Crofs. To that, all-cs. i) 
jinifbed, the added, now is the work of redemption compleated, \ 
The work of the communication of thy fufferings is com | 
fummated. The work of our veunion is finifhed in me. In. 
fine, pronouncing thofe laft words of the holy Evange-. } 
lift, and having bowed his head, he gave up the Ghoft. She: \ 
was about to fall tothe ground with great impetuofity,’ | 
if the Nunns, who were prefent, had not received her in’ | 
their arms, Upon her coming outof this ecftafy, fhe. 
appeared beautiful as an Angel of heaven, and feemed to: 
participate alfo of the refurrection of her Saviour, as: | 
well as of his Crofs. : +t 
60. They have feen her oftentimes in thefe amorous: ; 
tranfports of the word made flefh, and dying in the | 
flefh, for his love, take in her hand a Crucifix, tye it 
upon her breaft, unloofen it from the Crofs, Wipe it | 
with her breaft-cloth and other linnen, which by. a mi- ! 
racle hitherto unheard of, became wet and moift With’ || 
_ the fweat, which came thence. Sometimes the joyned: — 
her felf fo clofe to the wound of the fide of that image, ; 
_ that fhe fuckt-a divine. liquor thence, which filled her 
foul with unfpeakable fweetnefs,. S| 
61. If fhe had'a good fhare of the dolours of the paf: 
fion of Jefus Chrift, fhe had no lefs of the lights of his . 
glory, and of the fplendors of his eternal generation. ° 
Three different nights fucceflively fhe was admitted to. | 
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“the cabinet of the moft holy Trinity, and faw things, 


which may be tafted by the favour of the gift of wifdom, 
| but which cannot be explained by words. Once as fhe 
fang with her Sifter-Nunns at the canonical hours in the 
quire; her heart was fo inflamed with the love and re- 


verence of thefe three adorable perfons, that the feemed 


‘to be diffolved, and about to return to her firft nothing: 


fo that the colours of death appeared upon her face, 


_and they believed in effect, that fhe was ready to ex- 


fpire. 


| 62. In the year 15.92. fhe had fuch private and faini- 
lar entertainments with the firft perfon of the moft holy 
| Trinity; that. He vouchfafed to fhew her after what. 
) manner fhe ought to prepare her felf for the holy Com- 
}munion. All thefe graces and divine communications 
| kindled in her breaft the fire of love, whereof we have 
“fpoken, fo ardent and fo vigorous, that fhe cryed out 
oftentimes, O-love! Ican wo longer fupport your flames. 
)|O love! reenter ito your felf: my heart 1s not capable to 


contain and fupport you. And it was neceflary, that fhe 


| fhould fetch a bafon of cold water to put her arms in, 
Ate to pour it upon her breaft, in order to cool her. 
elf. : 


| 63. Neverthelefs fhe laid no ftrefs upon the multi- 
tude and abundance. of all thefe fenfible favours: fince 


the often preft her husband to dry up the fource of them, 


and.to open that of the bitter gall of his paffion : and 
‘When fhe could not obtain this favour, fhe entreated 


‘tim moft earneftly, that at leaft they might: remain fe- 
ret between him and her. That which made her, 
whenever fhe met with any memoirs, which the Nunns. 
tad made concerning her, either tear them in pieces, or 
alfe throw them inthefire. r “top 

64. It would be altogether fuperfiuous,in my opinion, 
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to fpeak of the excellency of her faith, fince faith is 
that folid. foundation, upon which all the graces, of. | | 
which we have difcourfed, are raifed, and the fruitful 
{pring, from which they fiow. Fasth, faith an antient 
father of the Church, is the vefplendent mirrour of love, m \ 
which fires ave kindled. Fides chavitatis eft {peculum. This } 
hath appeared evidently in our Saint, who was fo live: |¥ 
lily penetrated with the truths comprifed in-our Creed, |@ 
and {fo difpofed to receive the flames, which they are |@ 
apt to kindle in pure fouls, that they have feen her of- 1 
tentimes caft into an ecftafy in repeating it, as hapned | 
‘to her in her laft ficknef$; as we fhall fhew hereafter, 
and twice before’ Cardinal Alexander de Medicis Arch. | 
bifhop of Florence, and afterward Pope under the name } 
-of Leo the XIth, to whom. our Saint had predicted, that | 
he fhould be promoted to the foveraign throne of the ‘a 
Church. That, which was not difficult to forefee, fince : | 
his-excellent qualities called him to it. But fhe adver- 9 
tifed him, that this glory fhould pafs away in:a moment; |) 
which could not be known but from God. The event; 
juftified her prophecy; for he died the 26th day after | 
chis elevation to the foveraign Pontificate. i 
65. She had {pent almoft her whole life in inftrut- | 
ing the youth of the Convent, inthe employment of MI- i 
ftrefs of the Novices and of the feminary, when they: 
were willing to chufe her fub-priorefs: and tho fhe; 
fhewed an extreme repugnance, yet fhe at laft fub- 
‘mitted, not knowing what it was to difobey. But af 
ter fhe had difcharged this employment about: eight 
days, fhe was ebliged by a fharp and continual fever, 
accompanied with a cough, to take her bed. Her die. 
ftemper was fo grievous for the fpace of five years, that: 
no perfon durft touch her. ‘The leaft motion touched. | 
her foto the quick: and all jookt upon her as- another Job. 
| ape 


| 
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and women fhould alwaies remember in their greateft |@ 
fickneffes, the poverty and aufterity, whereof they make } 
profeffion, and endeavour to feel the effects of them. if 

- 69. She had fuch a care to preferve the virgin-purity } 
_ ofther body, that not being able to turn her felf in her | 
bed, fhe fcarce would endure, that thofe who attended. | 
fhould do her that office: and-when fhe was near her | 
death, fhe affured her Confeffor, who hath fince judi- |j 
cially made oath of it, that fhe never knew what was | 
the fin of impurity, fo much asin thought. She owed. 
this fingular grace to the mighty protection of the queen 
of Virgins, who in the time of thofe furious affaults the 
‘Devil made upon her, vefted her with a veil whiter 
than {now, under which fhe promifed her, that her pu- 
rity fhould be covered from all fort of defilement. , 
70. That which makes death terrible to others, | 
heightned her confidence in God. She comforted the. 
Priorefs and all the Nunns, who were weeping about | 
‘her bed; begging pardon for the trouble and the ill ex- 
ample, which fhe had given them, and affuring them, 
that fhe would not forget them before God after her 
death: as in effect they experienced by the miraculous 
fuccours fhe procured them, of which the verbal pro- 
ceffes at her canonization are an authentick proof 
- 71. She appeared not only to be without fear at the » 
approach of death, but to be perfect miftrefs of her felf ' 
by three evident proofs: the firft, that having already ' 
received the holy Sacrament .of extreme unétion, the _ 
Confeflor of the houfe had thoughts to vifit the Fathers 
‘Hermites of ‘Mount Serrat to recommend her to their ‘ 
prayers: but hedurft not uncertake it, fearing that he | 


pe 
- 


a 


I 
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fhould not find her alive at his return. But the fick ‘ 
-perfon told him with aflurance, my father, do not be | 
afraid to go: you fhall find me alive three days hence. | 

rc aaa De 8 72. The : 
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}. 72. The other was, that the Confeflor ‘ftanding near 
her bed toaffift her in her laft paflage, the prayed him to- 
) retire, to take a little reft: for that without doubt he 
would find her alive the next morning. In the mean 
time her ficknefs augmenting to that height, that 
| fhe could not fpeak, fhe made figns to the Nunns, who 
_ watched by her, to recite aloud the Apoftles Creed. As 
| they began to do it, the fell into an ecftafy, and you 
would have faid, that fhe was already at the gates of 
Paradife, with affurance of entring there immediately. 
-Forfhe hada rapturous joy in her mind like that of the 
') Prophet :. quoniam tranjibo 12 locum tabernaculi_ admivabilis, 
-nfqne.ad domum Dei: in voce exultationss &s° confeffionis fo- 
nus epulandis. I fhall enter into the place of the admirable 
Tabernacle, even into the houfe of God, where they hear. no- 
| thing but triumphant joy andthank[giving, am the feaft of his 
| bleffed eternity. Her fpeech came to her, and fhe fpake 
| things of the glory of the kindom of God, and of the 
| happinefs which the Saints enjoy, which furpafs all crea- 
| tedunderftandingand capacity. But this did not hin- 
) der her from giving at that very time marks of her pro- 
| found humility: for the Conteffor being returned inthe 
| morning, and having known what had paffed, he asked 
what fhe thought of her condition, fhe anfwered fimply, 
amy Father, I have always given up my felf to the conduct of 
my Saperiors, and tn all. my aétions, I have fet God b2fore 
| myeyes. This is that, which I cantell you. | - £5 
| 73. The third thing, which fhews ‘both her obedi- 
‘ence, andthe command, which this virtue had given 
| her.over death, was; that being in her agony, and the 
| Hour of celebrating the conventual mafs, where all 
the Nunns were to communicate for the fick perfon, be- 
ing a-good while paft, the Confeflor was in doubt, not 
Agnowing, whether he had ue go and fay Mafs or re- 


| 
| 
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main with her. But noon drawing nigh, he refolved |/ 
to dothe former, and pafling into the Sacrifty, ashe was | § 

putting on his chafuble to go to the Altar, they came | 
running to him in great haft to acquaint him, that fhe || 

was rendring up her foul. He replyed without ‘amaze- | 

ment, go tell her from me, that fhe forbear to dye, till I have | 

faid Mafs,. and communicated the Nunns, and that I com- | 

mand her to be obedient now fhe is a dying, as fhe has been | 
during the whole time of ber life. O miracle! o prodigy 4 
of obedience! what great reafon had the holy Spirit to || 
tell us in the holy fcriptures, that the obedient perfon wil | 
Speak of viétories. In the very moment fhe heard the 
word, obedience, which feveral times in her life, had ¢ 
brought her out of her raptures, fhe returned from the | 
gates of death, and raifing her felf very decently, pro- © 
nounced thefe words aloud, Benediétus Deus, bleffed be " 
God, and continued her difcourfe, faying, I grve thee a 
shanks, O my Lord, for that it hath pleafed thee to leave me | 
defolate to this hour; 1 am very content, that thou accompli{h — 
in me thy good pleafure: and I offer my felf again to whatfo- . 
ever thou halt order concerning me. Then the called for , 
diink, and kept-her foul upon the brink of her lips. 
74. All the Convent being arrived with the Confeffor © 
after Mafs, the Nunns difpofed themfelves to fing about | 
her bed, and continued till about three of the clock, - 
when fhe ex{pired in the midft of that Quire of Virgins 
and’ of the holy Angels, who attended to prefent her to ~ 
him, who had created her for his glory. Methinks itis | 
fully evident, that as this holy religious foul had born | 
and glorified God in her body and mind by the aufteri- © 
ties of her life,and the pains as well inward as outward, . 
which fhe had fuffered, fo after his example fhe ought. ° 

to die out of obedience, to confummate, in the or- 

der of the divine predeftination, this laft hour ina ~ 
. perfect | 
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perfect conformity to her divine crucified Jefus. 
| 74. Her body lay upon a couch not any way gaftly or 
mifhapen, as a carka(s ufually is, but beautiful, as a pre- 
| cious relique of Paradife, exhaling a very agreeable 
_ odour, and filling thofe, who lookt upon it, with devo- 
) Hon. She died the 25th of May 1607. in the beginning 
| of the 41ft year of her age, and in the 25th of her en- 
trance into a religious order. | 
| 76. God, who had honour ~d her in her lifetime with 
many great miracles, continued them after her death, 

that they might ferve as irrefragable teftimonies of the 
| holinefs of her life, and: of the glory, which fhe now 
pofleffeth in heaven. I fhall mention here but a very 
few, expecting a more large tran{lation of her works, 
which will give a full account of thofe, which God hath 
- wrought as well in her life time, as after her death. 
77, The firft and moft confiderable, in my judgment, 
| becaufe it is new and unheard of in Church-hiftory, is 

that, which made a part of the decoration of St. Peter's 


| Church at Rome at her canonization. The Saint under- 


| ftood painting and illuminating very well, and all man- 
ner of needle-work, and oftentimes employed her leifure 
| time this way: the Nunns perceiving her in an ecftafy, 
her eyes lifted up toward heaven, or fixt upon a Cruci- 
~ fix, and that fhe did not leave off working, fhut the win- 
- dows, and drew her veil over her face : yet fhe continu- 
ed ftill, and did it with that exactnels, as if fhe had the 
free ufe of all her fenfes. We are affured, that they fill 
keep at Florence feveral tables of painting, Corporals, 
and other like pieces, which fhe made in thefe ec{tatical 
fits. | | , 
78. In the year 1587. in an ecftafy, which feized her, 
fhe took an image of the holy Virgin in the Oratory of - 
the Novices, and went to the Infirmary, where Sifter 
ie | roe a Faith 
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Faith of Bucct was ready to.die with horrid convulfions,. | 

The Saint after {ome prayers lifting up her eyes to hea. | 

faid, O my God, thy Will be done : and immediately the fick | 

perfon was healed, and went about her ordinary employ- | 
TENE oe ee ee ae Die eae | 

79. About the year 1588, a cask of wine being fpoiled, | 


in the Monaftery, and they having no mony to buy better, | 
the Mother-Priorefs commanded Sifter Mary Magdaleneto. | 
provide for them in this their neceffity. She obeyed,and |), 
going into the cellar, made the fign of the Crofs upon the A 
veflel, and the -wine immediately recovered its firftgood. Ve 

‘80, A Nunn then in theIn 


H 


whereof, 


per lay. - age | ow-albourt to oein We 
82. We might here relate among the miracles, which. _ 
fhe ey in_ her life time, the. many fights, appari. ie 
tions, and experiences fhe Aad_ of feveral fouls, . either af 


fuffering in purgatory, or blefled in heaven, or cait down... 
and tormented in hell, but that we fear.we fhall be te--. 


dious: however I cannot omit, two. or three, which are, 
very capable of edifying the Teader very much... - 7 


In one of her firtt ecttalies, fhe faw. the foul of. the... i? 
blefled Magdalene Baguezi, a Nunn of the fame Mona-, 
ftery, who died with the reputation of holinefs, raifed 


upon a throne of glory, fuwounded withlights, and en-, 


riched with a thoufand rich and beautiful jewels: and... 
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_it.was declared to her, : that.fhe chad built that, throne by,, 
theexcellence of her.purity,and that, thofe pretions ftones, 
were the fouls, which fhe had gained to God, ;and, con+, 
| dudéed,in the way ofvirtue. = | 

t) 83s Another, time fhe faw.the foul of one of. the., 
! Nunns of her Convent, mount into heaven, ,accompani-, 
Jed with her Guardian Angel, and St. Miniat, to. whom. 
: fhe bare a fingular devotion. And it had been revealed: 
_\to her, that fhe had been detained in purgatory, 1. For 
that fhe. had workt on Feftival days,, fome little fpaceof | 
‘time, without neceffity, 2. For that fhe had neglected, 
| to acquaint her fuperior with fome diforders,..,.which., 
"jpaffed in the houfe. 3. For that fhe had loved her, pax», 
‘rents exceflively and too paffionately.. 


ih ed é e 3 
_ uainted, her. wi 
ounifhed within that,place, ae i ie 
|) 85, As to, what. concerns.the miracles. wrought after... 
ver death, the bull of her. canonization begins,not with. 
| jut great reafon, with that incorruption and good odour. 
Pesemedh pwchich continues tostHiseayrajin so 
| 86, Thea when her Virginsbody, was, after her death 
be ae the Church. there was.a concourfe of people. 
fall.ages, Seat rnalinectdeectt touch -it,.and/ 
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pay aveneration toit. Among others,a young man of | § 
an irregular and licentious life, advanced toward the bo- | 
dy totouchit. The Saint, as if fhe had been alive, had ; 
a horrour of that dunghil, and turned her head on the } 
other fide. This a¢tion touched the young man fo to || 
the quick with a fharp fenfe of his paft life, that he made | 9 
a firm refolution toamend. This miracle was attefted | 
by a reverend Jefuite, who was an eye-witnefs of it; |] 
with many others. | : 
87. The charity, which had fo urged her in her life || 
time to help her Sifters in their wants, continued after || 
her death. In the year 1654. they had no oyl in the | 
Monaftery ; the Nunns, not being able to get any elfe- _ 
where, had recourfe to their good and charitable Mo- ¥ 
ther, who had fuccoured them once before in the year | 
1626. upona likeaccident. They placed her image up- -] 
on the veffel, where there was but a little left, and im- _ 
“mediately the oyl was fo abundantly multiplied, that it 
continued, till they.could make or get new, which was '" 
more than three months after. wa | 
88. I conclude (O noble and incomparable daughter - 
of the great Prophets, Elias and Elifha, the firft founders — 
of the order, in the which you have been fo advantagi- _ 
oufly fanétified) with the miracle of the oyl multiplied, — 
in the which they have gone before you, both the one | 
and the other, conjuring you to continue it, not only — 
corporally upon the bodies, but {piritually upon the ~ 
hearts of all thofe, who have the happinefs to wear the — 
fame habit, as you did. You are one of thofe wife and 
prudent Virgins, whofe lamp never wanted the oyl, — 
which St. Auguftine, one of the Saints which you moft | 
honoured upon earth, called eternal, which flows from _ 
that intimate love you have for God, Give us of this — 
oyl, caufing by your powerful interééffions, ‘that our 
| 3 lamps 
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\lamps may never be empty of it, that we may be re- 
ceived after you to.the marriage of the lamb, and there 
to fing with you the fong of his eternal love. This is 
the favour, which I defire of you, in recompence of 
‘the fmall pains, which I have taken, to make known 
to the world the miracles of your holinefs and virtues, 
with which it pleafed God to honour your. 
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Live Jefus and Mary. 


Prayerst to. Saint: Mary: Magdaleng 
of Pazzi, | 


‘Tuken: from finfh Vefpers of her Canonica, 


OG. oe a 


Chapter. 


UI gloriatur, ih Domino gloriétur : noti efiimn qui 
feipfum commendat, ille probatus eft.: fed que | 

er commendat. 
ie. Regnum. mundi, & omnem -ornatum feculi con, 
| tempi, propter amorem Domini mei Iefu Chrifti. | 
Quem vidi, quem amavi, in quem credidi, 1 
dilexi. ii 
V. Eru@avit cor meum verbim bonum, dico eB 
opera mea regi. 
Quem vidi, quem amavi, in quem credidi, quem di- 


lexi. 
Gloria Patri, & Filio, & Spiritui. Sando: 
Quem vidi, quemamavi, in quem credidi; ‘quem dt 
lexi. “ 


as Hymne, 


Ujus obtentu, Deus alme noftris. - 
- Parce jam culpis vitia remittens : 
Quo tibi puri refonemus alnium 
Pegtoris hymnum. 
Gloria Patri; geniteque Proli, 
* Ettibi compar utriufque femper} 


) Spiritus alme, Deus unus ommti 
- Tempore fecli. Amen. 
_Y. Diffufa eft gratia in labiis tuis. 
-. Be Propterea benedixit te Deus in, eternum. 


_ Aarhem, 


Accinxit fortitudine Jumbus fuos, & roboravit bra- 
chium, fuum::. ideoque lucerna. ejus, non, extinguetur in 
oo 


Agnificat anima mea- Dorinum - 

Et exultavit fpiritus MUS; : eh pi pa imeo 
‘Quia refpexit hemilitatem ancille. fuses, eece; enim. eX 
“hoc beatam me dicent omnes generationes. 
| Quia fecit mihi magna qui poten eft:, & fancumno- 
men ejus. 
__ Et mifericordia ejus 4 progenie. in progenies. timentis 
bus eum. 
| Fecit potentiam in brachig. fice: difperit: faperbo 
mente cordis fui: 
‘Depofuit potentes de fede & exaltavit humiles. ia! 
Eftirientes implevit bonis: & divites dimifit inane’ 
I, Sufcepit Ifraé] puerum fuum, recordatus: mifericordixs 

ux. 

 Sicut locutus eft ad patres noftros.s Absaham ind femi> 
“ni ejus in feecula. 
_ Gloria Patri, & Filio, 8 Spiritui Sangban i , 
__ Sicut erat in Principio & nunc ee omg 8 8 in vk 
| cula feculorum. Amefis oct! L 
res “ti ‘batho i “a3 iid - ¥ 


Recnait fortitidine iumbos fuios, & Mr borat ae 


chium ot: idedque lucerna ejusnon extinguetur in 
om Tey ulm. | M : | Prayer. 


Xaudinos, Deus falutaris nofter : ut ficut de beate | 
Mariz Magdalene, virginis tux, feftivitate gaude- 7 
mus, ita pie devotionis erudiamur affectu. Per Domi- ’ 
numnoftrum, &. | | , 


“Nnneber Hymne at the Lauds by Saint Ambrofe. 


‘FT Efu Corona Viginum, 
Quem mater illa concipit, 
Que fola Virgo parturit, 
Hec vota clemens accipe. 
— Qui pafcis inter Tilia, 
Septus choreis Virginum, 
Sponfasdecorans gloria, 
Sponfifque reddens premia: 
Quocunque pergis, Virgines — 
Sequuntur, atque latidibus 
Poft tecanentes curfitant, __ 
Hymnofque dulces perfonant. 
‘Te‘deprecamur largiis, 
Noftris adauge fenfibus ; 
Nefcire prorfus omnia 
- Corruptionis vulnera. 
Deo Patrifit gloria, 
Ejufque foli Filio, je 3S OHI EST ae 
Cum Spiritu Paraclito, 6° 0 os 
Et nunc & in perpetuum. Amen.’ dan 
V. El 
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Simile eft regnum cxlorum fagene miffz in mare, & 
ex omni genere pifcium congreganti: quam cim. im- 
pleta eflet, educentes, & fecus littus, fedentes,, elegerunt 
bonosin vafafua, malosautem foras miferunt...,.;, | 


Prayer... 
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} Xaudi nos, Deus falutaris nofter: ut ficut de beate, 
. Marie Magdalene, virginis tux feftivitate gaude- 

\imus, ita pie devotionis erudiamur affe@u. Per Domi- 

‘Jnum noftrum, &c. © rgrree 2 


Prayer for the Church. 


me Rh! Ee ' ~Oremus, >> Ls iememuleniewestibhabinigaines 
Celefie tue, quefumus Domine, preces placatus ad- 
| mitte: ut deftructis adverfitatibus & erroribus uni- 
Vertis, fecura tibi ferviat libertate. Per Chriftum, &c. . 
948 + For our holy Father the Pipe. ey 


Oremus. 


Eus omnium fidelium Paftor & rector, famulum 

J tuum.Clementem, quem Paftorem Ecclelie tux 

preceffe voluifti, propitius refpice: da ei quafumus, ver- 

bo & exemplo, quibus preeft, proficere: ut ad vitam, 

ae an grege fibi credito perveniat fempiternam. Per 
iftum | 
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For the King. 


CO yeletimtis oninipétens Dens, “ut famulus tus ‘Lido. |. 

vicux “Rex ‘nofter,‘qui‘tua ‘miferatione ‘fufcepit| 
regni gubernacula, virtutum etiam omnium percipiat| 
incrementa, quibus decenter ornatus, & vitiorum mon-}\! 
ftra devitare, hoftes fuperare, & ad te, qui via, veritas,| 
& vita és, ‘gratiéfns Valeat pervenire. Per Chriftum, &¢, | 
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FINIS, 


APPROBATION. §) 


, ; } 
_ TL bave read ibe Book, of the Life of Si. Mary Magdelen 


of Pazzi Carmelite. 


GRANDIN.’ 
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“lt Gs peritted to: print “a Book entitled, tbe’ Life of 
Y y et wa t zi ‘ = +e 9 pitt : Bee 7" * 2S oe ; | 
St.'Maty Magdalene de Pazzi Carmelite. © = 
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! A brief difcourfe about ‘difcerning and 
| grying the Spirits, whether they be of 


(Here is‘ imprinted by the hand of nature in the 
‘mind of every man, fo great, juft, and becom- 
~4ng a refpe@ and reverence to whatever bears 
| "the ftamp and character of divine authority and 
“revelation, that nothing can be propofed under that 
'pretenfe and notion, if it be fully made out and juftified 
by fuch proofs, as may fatisfie our inquifitive reafon, but 
_ what ought to be received and embraced. by us with the 
| fame firmnef$ and readinefS of affent, as the plaineft and - 
| qoft‘obvious truths of nature, and the general and un- 
| ‘eontradi€&ed Theoremes of Geometry. ‘For who can, or 
| dare, either miftruft or disbelieve God, or harbour fuch 
| evil and difhonourable thoughts of the infinite rectitude 
| and perfection of his wifdom and goodnefs, as to fulpe& 
the truth of what he is pleafed to reveal, dictate, and 
afirm? | rm 
| Upon the ftrength of this univerfally acknowledged 
| ‘and received Principle, cunning and defigning men in all 
cages have proceeded to ‘fet up for authors of new fects 
| «and opinions, and have prevailed with a mighty fuceefs 
upon their unwary profelites, by impoling upon then 
| phanfies and dreams of folly, and plaufible, and {ame- 
‘tithes fcarce plaufible ftories and fables for divine fug- 
- -geftions and infpirations. And indeed the weaknels, the 
"vanity, the folly of humane underftanding is feen tn no 
i] ‘ene thing gore, than in’ fuffering it felf to be wrought 
upon. 


86 About trying and difcerning the Spirits. = 
upon, and deluded by fuch kind of tricks and flights, | 
without examining the reafons and grounds of the feve- | 
ral pretenfions, which ufurp fo venerable a name, with | 
that calmnefs of difcretion and fobriety of reafon, which | 
a matter of fo great moment may juftly challenge. | 
- . The want of this has let fo “much error and fuperfti- | 
tion into the world, has produced thofe abfurd tenents, | 
and irrational opinions, and contrary profeflions of reli- i 
gion, that are maintained at this day with great heat | 
and violence of paffion, and with invincible obftinacy, | 
and has excluded truth,thé it comes recommended with | 
the plainnefs, with the evidence, and with the convin- | 
cingnefs of a demorftraticn. ‘Thefe are the ufual effedis |) 
of an overhafty and inconfiderate credulity,and of a.rafh | 
and unadvifed aflent, which render the weak and the.in- ! 
judicious obnoxious to the fraud and artifice of every | 
Impoftor and bold Pretender. 3 alin I 
One would think it {carce poffible, that in the fick i 
times of the Gofpel, and fo {oon after the afcenfion of our 
blefled Saviour into heaven, when the Apoftles were yet « 
in being, upon whom the Spirit of God was poure 
-down in fo extraordinary a manner, and who were filled . 
with miraculous gifts and graces, which raifed a juft 
‘aftonifhment in all, who heard and faw them, and fuk 
ficiently proved their commiffion to be from heaven,and : 
that they were‘irfluenced and guided and direéted by an © 
‘unerring {pirit, others: fhould rife up and contradia 
their doctrine, and preterd to the fame infallible fpirit, 
with all the confidence and affurance of infpired men: 
but that we know, not only how active the Devil was 
and is, and how concerned to check and hinder the . 
growth and fpreading of the Chriftian doctrine, by pre- 1 
tending to the fame methods, by, which it was firft are 
pagated; to oppofe revelation to revelation; and to na 
| | nis 
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|) his emiffaries to counterfeit the feal of the Spirit of God, 
) to make their falfe doctrine pafs current, and thereby 
deceive with the greater fuccefs and eafe: but alfo, how 
| men of corrupt minds, either out of envy or malice, or 
) out of a love of popularity, or out of mad and impious 
| zeal for their novel opinions, or out of a defire of inno- 
| vation and drawing followers after them, or to ferve 
other bafe ends and purpofes, have been and are willing 
} to deceive themfelves and others with fuch pretenfions, 
| and with fhews of religion and piety, as if all this while 

they were doing God’s work, and ferving him, and not 
_themfelves, and gratifying their own lufts, humors, and 
| phanties. “tt vl 
|. Toprevent andobviate thefe great and fatal mifchiefs, 
which too too often arife from a hafty belief of fuch pre- 
tenders to infpiration, Saint fohn, who lived thelongeft 
of all the Apoftles to fee the fad and evil effects of fuch 
| defigns, and how the venom had diffufed it felf every 


Where, and was ready to feize and infec: the vitals of 
| Chriftianity, puts thofe to whom he. writes in mind, 
| that is, the Chriftians of that age in general, (for the 
title, which is in fome copies prefixed to his firft epiftle, 
—aadParthos, is not antienter than the times of St. (4) du- (a) Queftion.. 


guftine.) that (b) they believe not every fpirit, but try the Fetal 


| fpivits, that is, that they be not over-credulous, but (#)1S.fob. 

weigh and examine things with a fevere, with a fober, *™ 

| with an impartial judgment, and admit of no. doctrine as 

revealed from God, of no infpiration, as from the {pirit 

of truth, till they had tryed them by the juft rules and 

meafures of prudence, whether they be of God: or. no. For' 

| atthat time efpecially, fuch pretenfions were very rife. 
and frequent: (c) many falfe prophets, fays he, are. gone ee Ba 

| ost into the world, that is, many falfe teachers: abound 3. & 22. ch 

) every where, and difguife their abfurd, their heretical, eh 29. 
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their blafphemous dofrines and: opinions:with the {pe: | 
cious name and title of divine revelation. i; saan oe 

Now to prevent all-error and impofture, as’much ag | 
is pofible in thefe times of dangerous temptation, when | 
fo many fubtil deceivers are abroad, and appear with | 
open face, and ufe their methods and artifices. to-anfettle | 


a | 
ndomt, 
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an hundred tongues,to proclaim to every nation in their 

own dialect the will of God, and the mytteries of our re- 

| demption: the fame doctrine of faith is continued down 

tous, which was at firft delivered : (d) Fefus Chrifl, the (4) Heb. 

fame yefterday, and to day,and for ever. Tue religion of our 3° 

8B, Saviour is fixt and unalterable, and admits of no va- 

| yiation and change in the neceflary and eflential parts and 

| branches of it. . 

This inquifition is highly neceflary upon the accompt 

of the truth and certainty of this Apoftolical fuppofition, 

| that all fpirits are not of God, that is, all who pretend and 

" give out,that they are infpired, are not divinely infpired. 

I fhall therefore lay this down in general, as a juft poftu- 

| Iatum,and preliminary to the following difcourfe, that as 

| the Spirit of God is the fountain and original of all divine 

\ revelation and truth, and that as the Prophets and 

| (eother holy men of God Spake as they were moved by the (+)2St. Per. 

) holy Ghoft: fo in feveral cafes, tranfports, and ecftatical *** 

| affections, elevated thoughts and expreflions, and raptures, 

| and deliquiums, and a mighty feeming confidence, and 

extraordinary zeal, with actions and behaviour above the 

| ufual methods of nature, and the common cuftom and 

' practice, which are miftaken for divine infpiration, are 

_ oftentimes 

| 1. The effetts of temper and conftitution, when the 

| bloud and the other humors of the body by an undue 

| ferment,and the animal {pirits by fome infection and taint, 

_ or by an over-rapid motion, diforder the brain, and fll 

_ the imagination with extravagant phanfies and ideas of 

things: and how foolifh, and weak, and ecftatical the per- 

fons become, who give up themfelves to this roving fa- 

culty, efpecially when it is indulged toin all its heights 

and exceffes, thoufands of inftances fhew. They are then 

"any thing but themfelves; and tho the phantaftick hu- 
iia 3 Nt 


| mor 
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mor does not work equally in all, and feveral may feerm|, 
to retain {ome fhews of reafon, yet it will appear, if we} | 
harrowly watch and obferve them,. that they are under, 
the delufion of a wild and ungoverned phanfy, notwith.| 
ftanding that in other things, feparated from this pre-| 
tenfe, they may be fober and wife enough; nay and it}! 
may be good menand women too; as we may juftly be-| 
lieve feveral to have been, who have been influenced too} 
much by the fumes of heated melancholy ; whichis. | 

2. Another natural principle of pretended.infpiration :\ _ 
and how this humor does work up into the brain, and) 
intoxicate the mind, and according as it is mixed with a}, ; 
greater or lefler dofe of bloud,and heightned. by complexi-|_ 
on,natural inclination,or a difeafed {pleen,or by a peculiar | 
way and courfe of life, whether fedentary and private, or 
more free and active, and the like, and whata great and’. 
mixt variety of effeéts it produceth, which are to be feen _ 
in perfons pretending to infpiration, no curious, inqui- | 
fitive, and underftanding perfon can be ignorant of: and; 
indeed the cafes are fo many and fo.well known, thatI | 
need not defcend to inftance in the feveral particulars, 
Hypocondriacal.paffions alienate the mind from it felf, ; 
and have a natural tendency tomake thofe, who. are VeX-. | 
ed and diftempered with them, enthufiafticalandmad. 

Add to the force and. vigour of a deluded imagination, ; 
and to the diftemper of bloudandill.conftitution of body, 

3. The evil inftingts and fuggeftions of theDevil, who \ 
often enters into the Enthufiaft, and gets entire pofleffion | 
of his imagination, and fills the mind: with: pride.and, | 
conceit :. and the evil fpirit at laft fhews himflf to have \ 
hurryed him on all this while, thé not fo openly,as when: |_ 
he utters his blafphemies and his moft abfurd.and-irra-., 
tional tenents for revelation, and is tempted to violate | 
i 
{| 
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the laws of nature,, reafon, common civility and dew 
cency,, | 
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ericy, and makes it lawful for others fo to do. 
|” This being premifed, in order to our better guidance 
and direction in the propofed refearch, I will confider 
 thefe three particulars. | ; 
1, The nature and fubject matter of pretended revela- 
tions. | 

2. Their defigns and tendencies, with the feveral ef- 
fects and influences ; whether good or bad, which they 
have upon religion, manners, and civil life. 
|. 3. The different manner of the operation of the Spi- 
rit of God from that of the evil and lying foirit, or of 
ordinary nature,heightned either by ‘ne or diftemper. 
+1. I will examine the nature and fubjeé&t matter of pre- 
tended revelations: and what I have to fay upon this 
‘| Loom fhall be comprehended under thefe four propo- 


' velation (f) does thwart and con 


articles of the Chriftian faith, cannot beof "*"" gongrnaat. 
God. The reafon and argument, on which the truth of 
this propofition is founded, is plain and obvious to every 
“ones underftanding, and is infallibly certain; becaufe 
_ God cannot be fuppofed to contradict himfelf by contra- 
| diGting revelations. For ashe, that believeth not the ve- 
| eord, that God gave of his Son, believes not God, and confe- 
i Smal makes him a lyar, as St.fobn arguesg 1 epiit. 4.10. 
© much more he does this, who invents a new doétrine 
as fiom God, contrary to what he has been pleafed to 
reveal and atteft.This rule of judging of the truth or falf- 
hood of a-pretended revelation from the matter of it, is 
made ule of by the fame a in the 2 and. 3 shape 
uo. 2 e) 


‘a ad Marcellam adyerfus Monta- 
CiCt wm, Sciant A nobis non tam 
| the eftablift doctrine of Chrift and his atv oh git que Do= 
1 mini fignata eft paflione 

}| Apoftles, or does any way oppugn and €0s non recipi, i cum 


overthrow the fundamental and effential tur veteris & nove andori- 


x Propofition. Whatever pretended i (f) Hieronymus epiftola 54. 
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of that chapter: & rere gtredonele, hereby know ye, or ye | 
Auow, whether indicatively or imperatively, or as an old | 
Greek exemplar in Oxford has it, ovaexéa is known the | 
Spirit of God : every [pivit, that confeffeth that Fefus Chrift f 
es come m the flefh, 1s of God: and every Spirit, that con- 

felfeth not, that Fefus Chrift is come in the flefb, 15 not of \ 
God, and (or but) 15 that fpirit of Antichvift. a 
A truly infpired perfon preacheth and acknowledgeth | 
the great myftery of our B. Saviour’s incarnation, and alf | _ 
the other doétrines depending upon it: for inftance, |. 
that he is the eternal Son of God, the true Meffias, that: | 
was foretold fo many ages before fhould come into the: | 
world, and appear in a human body, and with all the |. 
eflentials of our nature, and expiate and put away fin by ) 
the facrifice of himfelf upon the Crofs, and that he is the | 
Saviour of mankind, For that all this is neceflarily un- 
derftood, is clear from the 15th verte, whofoever (hall con- \ * 
fefs, that Fefus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and ; 
Le inGod: there being no juft pretenfion at all to. any i 
communion with Ged,or revelation from his Spirit,with- - 
out an explicit, full, and pofitive confeffion and acknows 
- kedgment of thefe truths. _ ae fe 
The reafon, why St. John does inftance particularly in ¢ 
the confefling or not confefling Chri/t to have come in the » 
fiefh, as the mark and proof either of true or falfe dos: 
ctrine,.is plainly this... Herefies then began to {preadand | 
advance themfelves concerning the perfon and natures of ( 
our B. Saviour, under a pretence of a S10 éec yreos, OF | 
more divine nowledge and illumination : and among « 
ethers, efpecially thefe two, 3 mM 
1. That Chrift wasnot really and truly born, and did } 
hot truly and really fuffer, but that all was done putative, | 

OF ev Dounce, 12 appearance and {hew only, as if his body had 
been only a meer phantéme made up.of air, and yr i 
| “Vi i other | 
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other crucified in his ftead. ‘This was the new difcovery 
| of the Gnoflicks, the {pawn of Szmon the. Sorcerer, who 
gratifying the corrupt inclinations of nature, by their li- 
| centious dogtrines, more ealily gained credit and reputa- 
tion to their abfurd and blafphemous phanfies among 
| their blind and ignorant followers. This is that /pzrst of 
| Antichrift, which St. ‘Fohu does chiefly refer to and con- 
\ demn: and after him St. Ignatius every where in his 
| Epiftles, and efpecially in that #4 Trallia- 
nos: and (g) St. Polycarpus in his epiftle to Of lorena oe 8 a . 
| the Philippzans, where he has given us an dusrsyit "tody yessty tv ougul 
excellent paraphrafe and explication of exnrustved aviters F Ea" % 
the words of his bleffed Mafter, mhofoever fe net ae inte 
| does not confess, that Fefus Chrift is come im 
the flefb, 1 Antichvift, and whofoever does not confefs ro 
| pa plWerov 78 caupt, the teftimony or fuffering of the Croft, 
| 48 of the Devil. The fame grofs and impious opinion was 
_ taken up from them by (4) Saturnilus, (6) 0 

| Bafilides, (c ) Valentrnus, (. hb) Marcion,and ti ee ee peyhae 

be 3 Hzr.24.0-3,4. (c) V. Atha- 

| their ungodly’ fect, who are therefore cal-  nafii epift-ad Adelph: pag. 1<6. 
| led by the Greek Writers, who confuted ty) V. Tertullian lib. 3, adv. 
ete Ae \ \ bed Marcionem, py 483. ex edl- 
them, Aorxilas and barvjacizeat, and by tione Rigaltii. 
the Manichees, called hence- alfo by Vin- cle 
| centius Lirinenfis in the 20th chapter of his Commonito- 
 vinm, Phantafie predicatores. But befides this, 

2. The -Gnofticks in thofe firft times ftarted another 
blafphemous opinion concerning Chrifty “and maintained, 
that Fefus was diftinct from Chrift, and wholly different 
” from’the Son of God, as did alfo (4 ) Cerinthus and (ky © age 
__ Ebion, as Epiphanius fhews at large, and Marczon, againft (4) Hares 
whom: Terfullgan in his book de carne Chyifit quotes 30-3: 14+ _ 
St. Jobn 4.chap. 3. Vv. and adds, definiews ipfum Ghriftum ae 
 anum, multiformis Chrifit argumentatores: quatit, qui aliam 
_ faciunt Chriftum, alium lefum. > Bor this impious aflertion 
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it is, that St. Fohn brands them with the charaGers of | 
lyars and Antichyijis, i ep. 2.22. who is a lyav, but he that\ 9 
denyeth, that Fefus 1s the Chrefi ? He 1s Antichrift, that de- | 
nyeth the Father and the Son: Againtt thefe, who did com-} 
minuere 8 per multa aruidere filium Det, St. Irenaeus excel-| 
fently difputeth in his third book 18 chap. adv, bevefes,} 
citing thefe verfes of the Apoftle, but reading the third) 
verte fomewhat differei:t {rom-what we find in our ordj- | 
nary copies, omuss [psvtems, qui foluit Fefum Chrifiam, nen eft | © 
ex Deo, fed ex Antichrifio eft, as does the Vulgar Latine, | 
omms fpivitus, qui folurt Fefum, ex Deo non eft, undoubted- il 
ly in his Greek copy, uv rre}uao Ave, OF o xalarver >| 
( fh re ate "Enogry Which (1) Socrates Scholafticus contends to have! 
hift. Ecclef been found ¢y aus anAco.s "Ar]iyesdots, in the antient Exe: | 
lib. 7. c. 32. emplars, and that it was razed out by thofe,who through i 
heretical pravity endeavoured to feparate the divinity) 
from the humanity of our B.Saviour; as did afterward | 
Neftorius, againft whom it is cited and brought by the! 
faid Hiftorian, and very frequently by St. Leo, according ' 
to this reading, which paffed current in his time, as. in‘ 
his 24th epiftle to Flevianus Bifhop of Conftantinople,\ 
(n) ."Leo Chap. 5. (m) arid in feveral others, which he thus ex-* 
epitt. 57. plains, quid autem eft folvere Fefum, nife bumanam abeo fe ' 
We Sad 33.P4rare naturam, €§ facramentum, per quod unum falvati fie | 
P- 556. ex mus, zmpudentiffimis evacuare figmentis ° caligans vero civea 
‘gaitione | natura corporis Chrifiz, neceffe eft, ut etiam in paffione ejus 
‘Quenelli. eadem obflinatione defipiat. — aig i 
: And the fame is to be faid of the other articles of the | 
Chriftian faith, asthe adorable myftery of the undivided ° 
Trinity, the confubftantiality of the Son with the Father, § 
the perfonality and godhead of the holy Ghoft, Chrifts 
making a full, perfect, and fuffcient facrifice, oblation, 7 
and fatisfagtion for the fins of the whole world. by the | 
bloud of theCrofs, the refurredtion of. the bady. at a " 
ia . aft | 


i) 
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 Jaft day, that upon its reunion with the-foul, it may con- 
| ftitute the very feif iame numerical perfons, that before 
|lived upon earth, and the like: the Apoftles having de- 
_ livered thefe dottrines in plain, clear, and eafie expref- 
/fions, without any. affectation or obfcurity, without the 


left the Crofs of Chrift fhould be of no effect, but by the fooli{h- 
| nefs of preaching, which yet mortified and confounded the 
thewed the folly of the wifdom of this world, nor with 
enticing words of mans wifdom, but in demonftration of the 


_ fpivit and power, that is, by thofe mighty gifts, wherewith 


dy affiftance of the divine power,which fufticiently fhew- 


"ly made out and demonftrated, as whatever they deli- 
‘the guilt of obftinacy and unjuft and unreafonable infide- 
‘yupon any pretenfe whatever, whether of new revelation, . 
or of more clofe, fubtil, and refined reafon, muft necef-. 
‘farily be falfe, and confequently not of God. 
 Andcertainly this fhould be enough, if nothing elfe- 
jand as methodized by them, and dreft and trickt up by 


branches of their blafphemy, they had been. long before 


. 4 


‘lights and. colours of {peech, and the ftudied arts of plau- 
fible and defigning eloquence, not with wifdom of words, 


pride and arrogance of the Philofophers, and baffled and: 


'\they were endewed by the Spirit of God, and the rea-. 


edit felf in thofe numerous miracles, which were daily. 
“wrought by them, and their authority being thus clear-. 


ivered from God and Chri, could not be rejected without 


- lity: fo whatever doétrine contradiés thofe declarations. 


could be faid, to caft an eternal reproach upon the do- . 
Grine of the two Socinz, which, confidered asa fyftem, 


‘their followers (for as to feveral feattered parts. and. 


/maintained by Artemon, Paulus Samofatenus, and.‘ hotimus) 
is wholly new and unheard of, and is repugnant, to the. 
Plain literal, and univocal expreflions of the {cripture :- 
which is fuch a juit prejudice againft it, that-no art, no. 

ce fubtilty,., 
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fubtilty, not all the philofophy and reafon of mankind, |/j 
can ever take off and fatishe. I fhall not now enquire} 
into the grounds of the complex herefy of the Socznzans, || 
nor fhew the fophiftry of them, which might be done}, 
without denying the ufe of right and fober reafon in} 
matters of religion. - Faith is an act of the rational un-} 
derftanding, and we have'the higheft, the jufteft reafon\) 
to believe what we believe: but withal our reafon isi 
fufficiently convinced by a reflexion on its weaknefles 
and imperfections, that there are feveral things in mat-\ 
ters of ordinary fpeculation, that cannot be comprehend- |) 
ed by it: much more will this hold in matters of an in- | 
finite nature, fuch as relate to the divine eflence, and the, 
myfteries of the holy Trinity, and the union of the di-, 
vine and humane nature in the perfon of Chrift. 4 

But to allege this ina plain matter of fenfe. to which,” 
our faculties'are every way proportionate,and in defence, 
of a doétrine, as is that of Tranfubftantiation, which for | 
feveral ages was never acknowledged at all, much lefs, 
believed as an article of faith, and which involveth init, 


feveral real and manifeft contradictions, and overthrow- : 


eth the certain judgment of fenfe, the collections of rea- 
fon, the principles of Mathematicks and Philofophy, and 
- the experience of all mankind, is fuch a grofs impofition 
vpon-the faculties and confciences of rational creatures, 
that one would firft wonder, how fuch an abfurd, irra- 
tional, and impoffible notion fhould ever prevail, and 
then that any fhould have the immodefty to defend it 5, 
but that we know, (1.) how it was firft introduced and , 
brought into the world, in order to the eftablifhment of 
a grofs error about the worfhip of images, and nurfed up , 
afterwards in times of ignorance and fuperftition, ‘to.ad- | 
vance fecular defigns; and that ‘(2.) many’ of the ‘Roman | 
communion privately difown it, and in their hearts ee 

. . that © 
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hat it'had never been’confirmed and decreed an article 
dl faith; as it was firft at the Council of Lateran,or rather 
»y Pope Innocent the third, who are put to their fhitts 
0 maintain it, that otherwife they might not feem to 
all into herefy, by queftioning or disbelieving the mo- 
oes grand fundamental principle of the Romsx Church, 


heir pretended infallibility. But to return to the ex- 


srefs doGrine of the Chriftian religion, clearly revealed 
nthe writings of the new Teftament: if, as we may 
vell fuppofe, the creatures, which are below us, being 


| fa different fpecies,cannot underftand the reafons of our 
) &ions; which are done with judgment and defign, if 
"hey cannot dive into our councils, and examine. their 
/ trength and folidity; if anemmet, for inftance, or a 


worm cannot comprehend a piece of art, asthe contri- 
) ance and mechanifm of a-watch, or the ufe of a fector, 
| r quadrant, much lefs an intricate probleme of Archy- 


, 


| 
"ible faculties, and even reafon it felf is infufficient, with- 
| putiinftitution and improvement, and the affiftance of 
wrt, care, and ftudy; if there be laftly fuch a vaft diffe- 


nedes, or Pappus, or any fuch curious Mathematical. fpe- 
ulation, becaufe life,and motion, and fenfe are not {uit- 
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that, and goes about to overthrow. it, cannot be of:Godl, | 
2. Propofition. Whatever doGrine or. revelation doe}, 
undermine the foundation, upon which the truth of thi, 
Chrifizan religion was.at firft eftablifht, the refurreétior, 
of our bleffed Saviour, and renders. that. and the: greal| 
miracles of his life uncertain and queftionable, whethe| 
they were really. performed or no, and makes way fo) 7 
skepticifm and infidelity, cannot. be of God.. But fuch 1, 
the portentous doétrine of Tranfubflantiation. For whaj\) 
other proof and demoriftration have. we of the truth o/ 
Chriffs. vefurreGion, but the teftimeny of the Apoftle: 
that faw him, and converfed with him, after that h,7 
arofe from the dead, who had. no other affurance, bu. 
what their-fenfes gave them? to which our B. Savion) 
appeals, to put. them-out of a poflibility of doubting 
St. Luke 24.39.St. Fohn 20.27. But fuppofing/ Tranfub | 
ftantiation to be true,that what.our fentes affure,us to b, 
bread, and has ail the qualities.of it, (a confecrated wate, 
being the fame in fubftance as well.as quality with, :any 
no, way to be diftinguifhed from an unconfecrated one 
by the moft cunning Priefts, who pretend to,this\ omni 
potent transforming power,of creating their Creator, if law 
together) is not bread,and. that the entire body. of, Chrif 
which was.born of the \V. Mary, and was crucified, anc 
afcended, into Heaven, where it remains glorified, witl, 
ajl its;eflential properties,, and.amplitude, and. extentio: 
of parts; fliould be'produced:and. annihilated, ten. thou, 
fand, times.every|day.in the year, and be. included am, 
contained, in, the leaft. crum of a.wafer: (for that bein, 
broken into a,thoufand particles, it feems, is.multiplie, 
into fo. many wholes,” which thé diftin& and feparate i) 
place, :thall-be but one and the: fame body ;.,tho each i 
the.real body hf, Ghrift, according to, the Council o, 
Trent,..which.is,thus a@ually divided. from it felf) no 
pee i) 7 i. t; 
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mention the other many grofs abfurdities, which 
jow from the unnatural fenfe of the words of the in- 
titution, what juit, what proper, what fitisfactory an- 
wer can the defenders of it make to thz objections 
nd blafphemies of the Heathen, and particularly of | 
1e wretch (2) Spmoza, who aflerts, that the Apoftles (m) v. spi- 
nd Evangelifts were miftaken and deceived, and that "¢2* oper 
he refurrection of Chrift was not real, and that all was cpifi.eg. ad 
aeer phanfy and apparition. For there is the fame af. B- Olsen. 
mance and evidence, that what we receive in the holy Kw 
ucharift are, as to their natural fubftance, bread and epiil.23. 
i vine, as that Chrijt’s body after his refurrection, which * soi 
i ; rae with their eyes, and which they touched 
} nth their hands, was animated, and confifted of flefh 

d bones: for the proof of which they had the clear, 
‘nd juft, and proper evidence of their fenies, which yet, 
‘Tranfubftantiation be true, nay be fo much as poffible, 
‘innot be a firm foundation of faith. ‘Now God out of 
"is infinite wifdom and goodnefs having thought fit to 
tise the doubts and curiofities of the moft inquifitive, 
‘Vito the truth of the religion, which Carz/? the true Met 
‘is has inftituted, by his refurrection from the dead, 
/id by the feveral other ftupendious miracles done. by 
mand his Apoftles, and hereby as by-a manifeft, and 
“monftrative ground and motive of credibility, work 
\ thin their minds, it cannot be fuppofed, that this or 
; y other doétrine fhould be from God,which overthrows 
'e moft powerful and convincing methods of his. wif 
and goodnefs, that) he was pleafed to make ufe of, 
‘a demonftration of his divine will and pleafure, in the 
‘Mt eftablifhment of Chriftzanity: this abfurd fiction be- 
3 fuch aiprejudice againft: the belief and admition of 
aswill render its whole frame.and conftitution very 
ble tobe queftioned by Jews, and Heathens,and-$kep- 
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About trying and difcerning the Spiess. "ey 
3 Propofition Whatever revelation or doctrine pretends 
to gratifie corrupted mature, or introduce a licentious: 
courfe of life, and favour the leaft immorality, cannot 
be from God : becaute fuch a revelation is repugnant to: 
God's eflential purity and holine{s,and to the revelations | 
of his will already made, and cannot without the higheft | 
difhonour be imputed tohim. The common notices of 
nature teach ws,that there is a turpitude in fome aétions, | 
antecedent to all laws, and fo owing its being fuch te/ 
the eternal differences, that ave between good and evil, | 
and which no praétice, no example, not length of time, | 
nor the continued prevailing power of cuftom can evet| | 
juftifie, but will alwaies ftand condemned by free and 
unopprefled reafon, their nature being unchangeable : 
that weare to live up to the dignity of our nature, anc’ 
obey the laws of our creation, and the laws of morality, 
and do nothing unworthy our rational faculties,’ but be’ 
juft, and fober, and chaft, and lay reftraints upon all the 
‘excefies of paffion, and indulge not to the leaft fenfuali 
ty, which degrades us from the flate and condition, it” 
which God has placed us. And indeed God himfelf is fy 
concerned for the honour of: his holinefs,. and that no 
~ thing difhonourable & unworthy of him beimpofedupoi 
the world under the pretenfe of his authority, that he it) 
fuch a cafe difpenfes with us, and frees us from believin} | 
fiers and wonders, and requires us to be juft and tru i. 
to the collections of our reafon, and the declarations 0_ 
his willalready made known. Thuswe read Deat. 13 
1,2, 3. if any prophet or dreamer of dreams, any pretende 
to revelation fhould tempt to idolatry, and to juttifie hi 
pretenfion, fhould be permitted to do fome wonderfv 
and extraordinary thing, they were. not to hearken t 
him: becaufe this pretenfe is founded upon an irrations - 
fuppofition, that God fhould allow and perfwade to.an\ 
7 Pa © a@tior | 
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perchance brought over as many Profelytes, as miracles, 
and wrought a amighty conviétion upon the minds of 


‘men, that fuch a ~onfummate doctrine of piety, that 


gives laws to the thoughts and the wandring enclina- 
tions of nature, that requires purity of mind and inten- 
tion, and takes st off from all fenfual and earthly things, 


_ that ftirs us up to imitate God in all his imitable perfectt- 


tures to beftow, muft proceed and be from God. But 
alas! to the great fhame of humane nature as well as of 
religion, the Gnofticks and the other villainous fects in 
the midtt of all their high-flown pretentions to divine 
infpiration, allowed themfelves the practice of the moft 
execrable impieties, as if they had been let loofe from 


homet were not made up. of ridiculous abfurdities, and 
grofs contradictions, and idle tales, and impoffible ficti- 
ons, without any connexion and fenfe, or the leaft fup- 
port of common reafon or ordinary prudence, unleis. - 
where it retains the principles of natural religion, yet 
the loofenefs of its rules, which give nature its ful 
fway, and gratife the carnal appetite in all its wandrings, 
and make no provilion for the government of the paf- 
fions, and the purity of the mind, and indeed are nothing 
elfe but a provoce tive to luft, and an inftitution of bru- 
tality, is enough 60 {atishe any confidering, perfon, that 
| | they. 
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aétion, which tends to his difhonour, and lay a neceflity 
- upon us to obey him, and yet at the fame time lay a ne- 

ceffity upon us alfo not to obey him. ti 

‘The great purity and ftrictnefs of the Chrifizan religion 
~ adds a very ample confitmation to the truth of it, and 
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About trying and-difcerninig the Spirits, 
they are not the infpirations of God er the Angel Gabriél, 
but the fuggeftions of an evil ‘{pirit, {peaking through 
the mouth of a difeafed and mad Enthuliaft. But we 
dee, what-uncultivated ignorance, grofs ftupidity, and 
fatal prejudice can do in fo Jarge and flourifhing a part 
of the world, which ig given up by the juft judgment 
ot God to believe the lyes and dotages of a vile Impo-* 

~ ftor, who have no other argument for their per{wafion, 
but the fuccefS of their arms for fo Many ages: but how 
the Chriftians of thofe. times-{hould be debauched and. 
brought over to embrace fo impure and irrational a 
doéttine, might be matter of juft admiration; but that - 
‘we know their il lives, and the horrid factions in reli. 
gion had diftra@ed their underftandings, and weakned 
their judgments, and herefy, efpecially the Arian, which 
had infected almoft the whole Eaftern Empire, had cor- 
Tupted the articles of the Chriftian faith;and made them 
too liable and obnoxious to the impreflions and artifices 
of-every fubtil and cheati And What hor- 
tid doétrine, corru morality, was 
vented in the laft ungodly men, 
under the pretenfe {pired, fuch as 


civilized part of 
obligation of the 


ed * another 
folly, into which : 
awful curiofity had caft 
uch he had fo long con- 
verfed, 


- 
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¥erfed, and-who pretended to difcover to him the will 
of God in fuller meafures then it had been yet known, 
and the myfteries of nature, to gratifie his Mathematical 
genius, and the great events and revolutions, that fhould 
foon after be brought about, were not good Angels fent 
from God, as by other manifeft figns and indications, fo 
by this efpecially, when they commanded him and his 
companion to have their wives in common, but that he 
was under a ftrongand fatal infatuation, and out of an 
_ immoderate delire of knowledge, had loft all fober and 
right ufe of. his reafon, and was befotted in his imagi- 
nation. | | 
‘The like evil fpirit-has aéted feveral here in England: 
that the infection, which came out of Germany, did not 
- fpread far at that time, was owing to the ftriétnefs and 
feverity of the government, and to the great care of the 
Bifhops, both. in Queen Elizabeth’s time, and in the 
reigns of the two next fucceeding Monarchs : but when 
once the great rebellion began.in the year 41. and the 


| Liturgy was voted. down, and Epifcopacy abolifhed, and 


the difcipline of the Church, and. the moft decent, moft 
regular, and moft pious. fervice of it: removed, under 
‘which ithad fo long and fo happily flourifhed,againft all 
the aflaults of Roman bigotry and fuperftition on the 
one hand, and of mad fanatical rage and enthufiafm on 
the other, all forts of damnable, blafphemous, and ab- 
- furd tenents were openly maintained under «the guile 
of divine illumination : a: collection of which you 
have-in the Gangrena: and in a. fuitable. compliance 
with fuch kind. of perfwafions, a_ liberty of living as 
one lifts: was not only indulged, : but:prattifed, and 
‘the laws of common. civility and honefty were dif 
avowed and violated, without the leaft horrour, regret, 
and fhame, 1 might truly fay, with triumph and:exulta 
Sach) ; tion. . 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits. — 
tion. So that reflecting upon the wild, the extravagant, 
the filthy behaviour of thefe pretenders to infpiration in 
this and the laft century, we may the more ealily give | 
credit to the relations, made by St. Jreneus, Epiphamus, |, 
St. Aufiin, Philafivtas and others, of the hereticks of the | 
firft ages, who fell into thofe grofs and horrid {candais~ 
and mifcarriages of life,which one cannot think on, much - 
lefs read, without trembling and amazement. Even 
truth it felf would fuffer, if it came out of the mouths 
of fuch profligate wretches as thefe are: for it would be 
queftioned, if it were truth or no, and much more di- 
vine truth, which purifies the mind, and enlightens the 
_underftanding, and gives it a clear fight of the neceffity, , 
of the decency, of the beauty, of the perfection of holi- 
nefs, and raifes morality to the higheft pitch it is capable 
of. Whatever doctrine corrupts and overthrows it, cans. , 
not be from the Spirit of God. By this we may smoft 
certainly, nay infallibly judge of the folly, of the vanity, 
of the wickednefs of the pretenfions of private impulfes 
to do evil, as to hang ones ielf, to leap into a well or { 
river, to kill ones mother or fon, and the like. Itisan— 
evil fpirit, which fuggetts to the violation of the lawg / 
of God and nature. They, who are led by the Spirit of 
God, ave the fons of God, fays the Apoftle, Rom.8. ch. 14:0. 
and are holy, as he is holy, and purifie thew fouls im obeyang 
the truth through the Spirit; as Saint Peter. fpeaks; 
ou Pet. 32. cacy hk Ssuw eaoned brlse 
© As to what concerns God's commanding Alyabam to 
offer up his fon in'the way of facrifice, that is plainly, 
to take away the life of an innecent perfon,iandembrue | 
his‘hands in his bloud ; I ‘fhall not at prefent difpute 
with the Schoolmen, who areover-curious and very bald 
in their determinations,’ how far, and:in what manner | 
God may or:can difpenfe with the law of nature, which, | 
Oe . (what- 


 Lbout trying and difcerning the Spirits. 
(whatfoever power he may have over his creatures, by 
‘virtue of his full and abfolute right and dominion over 
| them) forbids us to do the leaft act of cruelty and in- 
| juftice to the prejudice of any ones life, much more to 
the taking it away; but fhall only obferve in brief, 

_ -q..That the event fhewed, that this. was done only 
| for the tryal of Abraham's faith and obedience. | 
2, That out of a juft and due regard to the honour of 
_ the great Patriarchs piety, we may well fuppofe, that he 
' was moft affuredly fatisfied, whatever way the revelation 
came to him, whether in a vilion, or by the appearance 
of an Angel, or by a voice from heaven, that 1¢ was 
| from God, who had before given him many infallible 
) proofs of his will and prefence in other inftances, and 
that that God, who had fo wonderfully manifefted his 
care of, and goodnefs toward him, would not fuffer him 
' tobe impofed upon and enticed to commit fuch an un- 
natural a& by the fuggeftions of an evil {pirit. 

3. That the difpenfations of thofe times, both before 
| the giving of the law and under it, are much different 
| from what they are now under the Gofpel : in which 
God has fo plainly and exprefly revealed his will from 
heaven, as to our behaviour and practice: and : 
4, That no extraordinary actions mentioned in the 
holy fcriptures, much lefs fuch a one, as nature abhors 
and ftarts at at the very firft propofal,ought to be drawn 
into example and practice at this time, unlefs they can 
-infallibly “pretend toa, divine command to do it, and 
this confirmed by a miracle: which would be a moft 
-abfurd pretenfion: becaufe they ought to be before-hand 
“infallibly affured, that God will command them to do 
| nothitg, which is directly repugnant to his will already 
revealed. = aq 10.233 

| 4 Propofition. Whatever revelation or doétrine pretends 
| ea Te P to 


— 


| 
ie; 


> About trying and difcerning the Spirits. - 


to difulve the bands of government, and of obedience to q 


the civil Magiftrate, under a fhew of fetting up the} 
kingdom of Chrift, or of popular reformation, and_to| 
free fubjeéts from their oaths of allegiance, and the obli-/ 
gations of duty, which they owe to their natural Prince,’ 
cannot be of God: becaufe God zs not the author of con-| 
fufton, & 9p ily ahaoTAG amas, is not a God of an un-} 
quiet, unfetled, and confounding nature, but a God of) 
peace, and order, as in all the Churches of the Saints, x Cor.| 
14. 33. fo in all the world, and has laid down rules for’! 
the peaceable and orderly government of it, and has! 
planted in mens nature inclinations to feciety,, which is, 
jupported by it, and has commanded all fubjects, not One 
ly for wrath, but for confcience fake, that is, not only out 
of a principle of fear to avoid the juft punifhment of the! 
jaw infliGed upon offenders, but out of a principle of! 
religion, »to obey the foveraign power fet over them: it’ 
being the conftitution and ordinance of God, which God’ 
cannot be fuppofed to deftroy and pull down by any’ 
new revelation, contrary to his declared will, and the, 
eftablifht order.and rules of providence, whereby he go- 
verns all things here below.: beaainigte OF ae fee | 
It is an Antichriftian fpirit, which di@ates fedition’ 
and rebellion, which puts the fword, into the hands of 
enraged Enthufiafts, and bids them fight the Lord’s’ 
battles, and deftroy all oppofers of his kingdom, and’ 
‘propagate their vile.opinions by fury,, violence, and.arms. 
Mahomet indeed pretended, that God, having tryed all’ 
fair ways to reduce men to the obedience of his laws, but | 
without effec: and fuccefs, at laft commiffioned him to | 
force the new law, which he was to publifh, upon the 
minds-of.men, not with arguments. of reafon, and the 
mild and gentle arts of perfwafion, but with arguments 
of terror and. irrefiftible fury, not hoping ‘to pe 
7 ~ other: 
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| brain’d Taylor of Leyden, (p) who was 
‘to take poflefion of the throne of his fa- tiatu religionis & reip. Carolo 
ther David, and to be the Univerfal Mo-  V. Cx@re, lib. 10. editionis 


Francofartun®, inoftay.1610. 
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otherwife in the way of conviction. This furious. tem- 
pelt threw down the Grecsan Empire, and has given 
{ince many a fhock to Chrifiendom, a zeal for their fuper- 


‘fition animating them, and fetting a fharp. edge upon 
their natural fiercenefs, and heightening their courage. 
\nd it were to be wifht, that this curfed principle had 
-only- prevailed among the grofs and brutifh followers 
and difciples of that Arabian falfe Prophet. Jt .was the 
fame evil fpirit, which hurryed on the Anabaptifis to 
commit: thofe horrid violences at Munfter, and eliewhere 
in Germany, to ravage and deftroy, and. murder all, who 
would not own their idle phanfies for divine revelations, 
and do homage to. the -new King .of Sion, the hair- 


“narch, by the will and command of God, 5.253. 
as he and his deluded followers pretend- ey 
ed: and what the Eifth-monarehy-men would have been 
at here in England, if they had had power to juftife 


| their bloody furious tenents, may. be fufficiently guetft, 


when a handful of men foon after the reftoration of the 
Monarchy, led on by General Vennor, and armed with 
prophecy, that one fhould chafe away a thoufand, and 
being fpirited with a mad zeal and belief of divine 11n- 
pulfe, made bold attempts upon the government, and 
defperately threw their lives away ina fit of religions 
phrenfy. & 


The true fpirit of the Chrifiian veligion confifts in 


hy 


and fury of the paflions: ‘jt, quiets all difcontents: it 


i. condemns all rancour, and malice, and revenge, as unrea- 
 fonable and finful: it endues all, true Chriftians with 
generous thoughts and defigns of doing good, of being. 


a loving, 


(7) V. Sleidani commentar, de 


holinefs and peaceablene{S of temper : it ftills the rage 
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loving, and kind, and charitable, and indifpenfably re- 


quires" obedience and fubmiffion to lawful authority; | § 


fuch doérines then, whatever private impulfe the f{prea- | 
ders of them may pretend to, which overthrow the 


defigns of the divine providence, and the ends of reli- | J 


gion and government, upon which, as upon two pil- | 
lars, the peace of the world is fuftained, cannot be \4 
from the Spirit of God, which is a mild, gentle {pirit, | 
and infpires the mind with calmnefs of temper, and || 
univerfal charity. How much and how far the fiery | 
men of the Church of Rome, and feveral among us, : 
within the compafs of lefs than fifty years, to whofe | 
bitternefs, faion, and unwarrantable and unjuft fepa- ; 
ration from the-Apoftolical government and commu- | 


nion of the Church of England, we owe all the mife- | 


ries of the unnatural war, and the difmal and fatal ; 


confequences of it, partake of the wild temper of the ; | 
Enthufafl, 1 will not now ftand to enquire, but leave ©) 
it to the judicious Reader’s ferious and impartial con- {4 


fideration. - But whilft the Seéfaries and the Fefuited 4 


Papifis, how oppofite foever they may feem in other } 


_ things, agree in this wicked principle, which allows © 
the excommunicating and depofing of foveraign Prin- « 
ces, and refifting lawful Governours, and arming the : 
people againft their Prince, upon any pretenfe what- >; 
ever, whether of authority from the Pope, or a co- 
ordinate Power, thd they fall not into the extrava- il 
gance and phrenfie of the wild Enthufia/t, who juftifies | 
his rebellious difobedience by pretending immediate » 
_ Fevelation from heaven, they are to excule us, if we - 
eal} things by their proper names, and: are to thank | 
themfelves and their evil principles, -if they fall under | 
the fame cenfure and condemnation. ee 


Secondly 5 
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Secondly ; Weare to examine the defigns and ten- 
| dencies of pretended infpiration and revelation, with 
| the feveral effects and influences, whether good or bad, 
| which they have upon religion, manners, and civil life : 
‘and this I thall comprize in the following particulars. _ 
_. Whatever pretended revelation or infpiration does 
-embafe the true fpirit of religion, or fuggeft to any. - 
childifh phanfies or extravagant behaviour, or introdu- ‘ 
| ces any fuperftition in the worfhip and fervice of God, 
cannot be from his Spirit. For true religion fills the 
mind with generous thoughts of God, agreeable to his 
-natufe, and worthy of him, and requires nothing from 
us, but what is grave, and ferious, and confonant to the 
laws of exact reafon : there is nothing trivial and toyifh 
‘in it, nothing but what becomes God to exaét, and us to 
perform: it does not confift in any odd, foolifh, antick 
geftures, and fudden fits and ftarts of indifcreet devo- 
tion, and unaccountable fallies of paffion, or in a foolifh 
imitation of any €xtraordinary example, recorded in the 
holy feriptures, but in a fetled compofure of mind, en- 
flamed with the love of God, in a calm and fedate 
temper, and in perfect fabmiffion to God’s will, what-- 
| ever the events of things are, in humility and purity, 
and in an exaé& con‘o-mity of life to his laws, and to the 
rules laid down in the fcriptures, and to the direction 
of unbiaft and unprejudicate reafon in all doubtful cates. 
So that we may moft juftly and afluredly conclude, all 
fach to be miferably deluded, as pretend to vifions and ae st 
| apparitions of our b. Saviour, the Virgin Mary, Angels, a 
and Saints departed, and to familiar converfation with en i 
them, with which not only the old Legends, but the 
elaborate compofitions of the lives of the modern Saints; 
| publithed by authority, and with the approbation of the 
| greateft Clerks inthe Reman Church, are horribly ftuffed: 

mets : = One 
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One while they phanfy Chri? to crown them with a gar- 
land of flowers, or to prefent'them with a chaplett, a 
rofe, a bracelet, daring, dr achain, asa mark of his love 
and affe&ion; and to be efponfed to fome of the ftrigter 
and devouter fitters of a Convent, with the ufual folem- 
nities of a wedding: another while the B. Vagzn is faid 
to appear with the holy Fefzs in her arms, as if he were 


a child fill, to come ana vilit fick perfons in their ago- 


nies, drefs their wounds, and adminifter phyfick to them, 
‘and fometimes defcend to the mean office of a midwife, 
to fave the reputation of a proftituted Nunn. Voices are 
fuppofed to be heard, either in the air, or elfe fom a 
Crucifix, or from the picture of a Madonna, which are 
oftentimes as to their fenfe trivial and weak, and inf- 


— nitely below the majefty of God and Chrzt to fuggeft. 


height of their ecftatick fits and raptures take to be 


(7) De dit 
eretione 
fpiritnem, 
Cap. IO. 


All this while thefe pretended vitions may be only the 
ideas and images of our B.Szvsour, and the Virgzn, {trong- 


ly imprinted upon their imaginations, which they in the 


without them, or elfe they may be the artifices of an evil 
fpirit, by the permiffion and juft judgment of God, when 
they will not be governed in a way fuitable to reafon, 
but abandon themfelves wholly to their bewildred phan- 
fy: the devil oftentimes, that he may deceive with the 


greater eafe, transforming himfelf into an Angel of light. 


And that the devil does play thefe tricks, and does im- 
pofe upon credulous and phanfiful perfons in this man. 


ner, is confefled by the fobereft writers of the Roman | 


communion, and among others, by (g) Cardinal Bona, 
who begin to be afhamed of this pretenfion, which pre- 


vailed fo much in the times of ignorance, and blindnefs, | 


fc. 7. edi- and fuperftition, before the Reformation, and caution 


uonis Part- 
{ink p.367- 


their people againft it, and particularly that the Devil — 
has and does often appear in the form and fhape af ! 
“, 5 Chr ij hy : | 
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Chrift, the Virgin Mary, and the other Saints, (r) and ( Seé’s. 
that the five wounds have been made by the wiles of the P° 37°. 
Devil in the bodies of men and women, of which he in- 

ftanceth in two Nunns, whereof the one was Mary of 

the Vifitation, Priorefs of the dununciata at Lisbon, the 

fame holy woman, who blefled the invincible Spanib 

Armada in the year 1588. an accompt of whofe diabo- 

- lical tricks and cheats is fet forth at large 


0 tee, 7 2 s) Enxambre de los falfos mi- 
not only by (5) Cyp ial de Valera an ho oes y Uufiones del demonio 
neft converted Fryer, but alfo by (¢) Lado- ar the end of his dos Tratacos 
ti ; if; ‘caly yinted at London 1599. 
ps 4 Param, f be anifh Loquajiter of Sicily, iN Ludsvicus a pe Archi- 
 inhis book de origine ep progrefu offictt aiaconus Co Canomicus Ligionenys, 
is Inquifitiont 8, publifhed at Madrid ten | om regnt Sicilice Tiquifitor, de ovie 
I) wears after: the other of Magdalene Cru- V0 Presrfis officd) S. Inquift- 

years after : the of! f 2 ; tlonis, Matriti 1598. lib.2. tit.2. 
cia, or of the Crofs, concerning whofe vil- fle ae Maria vifi- 
e a us - é AllGxtS five Ae Annunclatione— 
lainous “impoftures the CUTIOUS Reader gue vane ac falfe elovi.e bacchata 
may confult (#) Wrerus. / cipiding, inauaite hypacrifis ver- 
i, futics din multumque fu frecie 
| fanttitatds univerfam ovbim decepit : that fhe hurryed on with a-mad defire of vain glory, by the 
wiles of an unheard-of diffimulation, very much anda long time deceived the who'e world 
under a fhew of fanatity: and among others the magnified Lewis of Granada her Confeflor, 
and a great number of Dominican Fryers, and particularly their general Prior, who came to 
\. ‘make enquiry about the fligmata or wounds ; which fhe pretended were imprinted upon her 
body by the fpecial favour of God 5 whereof that in her fide feemed.to be opened velut idtu 
lance, as it were with the piercing of alance. Thefe five wounds were imprioted in the fa- 
fhion of a Crofs upon linnen, and fent as prefents to the Pope, and other great perfons, out of 
the height of devocion, together with her picture drawn to the life, and a book was publifned 
of the extraordinary zeal, piety and miracles of her life : fo that the fame of this Nunn was 
not confined to Portugal; Spain and Ialy, bur was diffufed as far as the Eaft-Indies : but at laft 
they difcovered ejus hypocrite dolos e diabolicas calliditates, the diabolical artifices and tricks of 
this wicked difflembling woman, but of thirty two years of age. and how fhe made the 
feveral wounds in her body: for which the Inquifitors paft a fevere fentence upon her. Dec. 8. 
1588. which is-there fet down at large. But there was 2 further defign in this cheat, which 
wastomake Portyga/ to revolt from Philip the fecond of Spain, pe 302. who made good the 
title he pretended to that Crown, by a powerful army under the condué of the Duke of 
Alva, Ass fubjected it by the force of arms to the obedience of lis Mafter. 
(4) De preftigiis demonum. libs 6» Caps 5. Bafilee 1583. 


4 And if 6, “what then will become of this part of the 
pretended conformity between Chrijt and Saint Francis, — 
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3 About trying and difcernig the Soirits. 

(who would be taken for Chri/f, if he ‘were feen without 
his frock and cowle, and Chri} for him, if he put on |) 
the others habit, as they moft abfurdly banter) in which} 

the Fryers of his order do fo mightily triumph ? What/| 

credit can any fober man give to the pretended infpira- | 

tions and revelations of fuch ecftatical perfons, whofe 

imaginations are difturbed, whole paflions are violent, | 

and whofe brains are fo giddy and weak, all which ren-| 

der them obnoxious to ten thoufand delutions, if the), 
matter of them were orthodox and pious, and did _not/) 
any way misbecome the gravity, the wifdom, the puri- i 
-ty of the Chriftian religion, and make way for fuperfti- 
tious idle practices, to the great prejudice of true, real, 
and folid piety and devotion? And yet upon no better’ 
foundation has the inftitution of moft, if not all, the Re- 
ligious Orders of the Roman Church, even from St. Bene- || 

dict to Philip Neri, been raifed, and thefe men, and 
efpecially St. Dominic, St. Francis, and Ignatius Lorola, ¥ 
who have been fo fanatical and enthufiaftical in their | 
temper, muft pafs for men infpired, and all that they , 

have done, either by themfelves or their followers, (who 

by their wilful poverty, and the feverities of a reclufe 
life, and by their induftry and learning, have contribu- 
()Ditor ted fo much to the fupport of the Roman Church, which | 

pra la pri- ee : : : = 
ma decade Otherwife, as («) Macchzavel {peaks it out plainly, would 
Tie Livio, have been long fince overthrown and deftroyed by the , 
ea pride,by the luxury,by the ignorance and floth of the Car- | 
_ feuefivede dinals, (who from being poor Parifh Priefts and Deacons | 
aheoradue- of Rome, are become but one degree below crowned | 
tioni_effere heads ) and the other great) Ecclefiafticks among the, 
per Teteanpio della noftra religione, la at fi non faffe ftata ritirata verfo il fuo principio da i 
San France(co e da San Dominico, farebbe al tutto fpenta, perche quefti con la poverta & , 
con l’effempio della vita di Chrifto la riduflero nella mente de git huomini, che gia vi era 
fpenta: e furono fi potenti gli ordini loro, che ¢1 fono cagione, che la defhonefta de’Prelatt : 
e de’ capi della religione non Ja rowley "es | 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 
I Secalats) afcribed to the diGates and operations of the 
hely Ghoft. For all the great care, that is faid to be ta- 
ken by the Cardinals of the congregation degli rit, in 
examining witnefles about the lives, and behaviour, and 
miracles of the perfons, who are to he either beatified or 
canonized, which adds fo much to the temporal as well 
as fpiritual revenue of the Church, and keeps up the 
{plendour and pomp of the Court, and the great offices 
of it, whoever will perufe carefully the lives of St. Mary 
| Magdalene of Pazzi, our Carmelite Nunn, fainted by 
) Clement the ixth, in the year 1669. to which this dif- 
courfe of trying.the fpirits, may ferve as 1 | 
|)g tefibappendtix, or (y) that of St. Ref, (7)t8 i i bn hear 
Jareligieufe of the third order of St. Do- Rote de Sainte Marie—par le 
\)minic, born at Lima the capital City of R. P. Jean Bapr. Feiiillet de 
) Pera, in the Southern America, about one. }2 eae be sosurcate & Ba 
| hundred years ago ( 1586.) beatified by | t 
‘the fame Pope the year before, and fainted fome few 
' ee after by his fucceflor Clement the tenth, both pub- 
jlihed by authority, and written with the greateft ad- 
| vantage to them and their order, will be juftly tempted 
| to believe, that if they had lived in England, and had — 
| been to be tryed in any of our civil or fpiritual Courts, 
) ey only by the laws of the Country, but by all rules 
f difcreet eee reafon and Chriftan behaviour, they 

) would have been lookt upon as a couple of Quakers, or — 
) phrantick Enthufiafts, troubled with hyfterical fits, 
and other diftempers, incident to melancholy perfons 
| of that fex. i 

|. Whatever revelation or infpiration under pretenfe 

of exalting humane nature, and of a more perfect way 

P life, does tend either to the diminution or overthrow 
ofthe eftablifhed duties of religion, and the offices of 
vil life, cannot be from God; becaufe he hath efta- 
ES tae ec Be 29D ne 
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| About trymg and difcerrimg the Spirtts.. | 
ftablifhed decency and order in his Church, and has giz a 
ven us rules to frame our lives by, and requires moft. |) 
tri@ly from every one in their feveral ftations and. qua- |), 
lities, the exercifes. of juftice and charity, and humble. 
and modeft and refpectful deportment to our fuperionrs,. | 
and not to be phantaftick and fingular, and void of the , 
common notions of civility, which cuftom and the laws .; 
of our Country have introduced: and therefore he can- 
not be fuppofed: to. infpire perfons with contrary prin), 
ciples, and difpenfe with, thofe eftablifhments, without }), 
which religion and good manners: would lofe their effi- |) 
cacy on the minds of men, and become empty notions, .}, 
and the world would quickly grow a ftranger to them, 9) 
and at laft become wild.and barbarous. . Thus when the 

é (2) Alumbrados or Wuminati, who began: firft te appear 9 
x) Ludovi- \ : | 
cus a Pa- in Spain about the year 1575. and after brake outabout 9 
ee ae 1623. taught, that mental prayer with afixt and fetled, ) 
n. 189. p. intention of mind and deep contemplation was only ne |, 
eet ceflary, and that all other -devotion was ufelefs. (which. | 
retici, qui perchance is the opinion. of the Quietifta,: lately revived. | 
faperbia & by Molinos a Spamfh fecular Prieft in Naples): what did 
tid contra. they elfe-but lop off at one blow theufe of the holy Sa. 9 
Pralatos crament, and: the whole external {ervice of Godin places. | 
rab folemnly dedicated to his:;worfhip ?) but: has: not the:1dle,., 
in. fuis illufionibys. penfeverantes, appetitu. libidinis; excellemtia &. honoris. indebiti,. 
jnfclicitée. perferunts abeuntes pott, defideria, fua,..dicentes. fe. immediare regi ab {pie 
ritu fanto —— & pag. 302. Sacerdores infurrexerunt-ambitioni,. impurl, libidipofi, auram po 
pularem aucupantes, qaife 2) Deo illuminates preedicando, deteftabiles. errores. diflerninabanty 
Spordan. ad ann. 1623. n.,.7~-feGa Iluminarorum, qui -obtenta.orationis menralis &-conteur, 
plationis diving atque whionis cum Deo, quibus,fe preditos ja@abant, Sacramenta Ecclefizy,.. 
Pradicationem verbi Dei, aliaque pia exercitia flocci faciebant, eam adeO.extollentes, ut | 
etiam ad turpia commercia éjus vi ab{que-peccato. venire, pofle affymerent, Louis Abell, — 
denombrement dés herefies 2 Paris 1661. quarto, pag. 84. that among other errors they maine 
tained, que certaines ardeurs, tremblemens de corps, pamotfons. 8: autres chefs, qui Teur 7 
animent en faifans foraifox mestale, eftoientdes marques aflurées, qui on. eftoin en eftat:de:. 
grace, & qu'on avoit le faint efprit; que ceux, qui avolent ces. marques, m avoicar, plas de. 
befoine.de faire aucuus bonnes-oevres, qu’ ils eflorent gouvernez & conduits par le faiatefprity 
& par confequence, qu’ ils devoigue feulement fuivre:le monyement.& I infpiration.intericare; 
gy ilsreflentoient, Ae 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. 
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“foppith, and fuperftitious ceremonies, and meer {cenical 
_reprefentations introduced in the Roman worthip, which 
+ .-—-e.a meer piece of pageantry, only to pleafe 


Gs now bDeCcuine 
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-and entertain the fenfes, wince “he crue tite and spirit 


_ of devotion, occafioned confidering men to difrelifh firft, 


“and at laft relinquifh fuch external pompous fervices, as 


"hindrances of true devotion? But if the beauties and fo- 
- Jemnities of holy worfhip regulated and bounded by true 
- meafures of piety and decency, and adapted to the en- 
- creafe of devotion in the people, were to be laid fide, 


“what need, would there be of confeffing Chrift with our 


-gmouths, or of praying to God in the publick offices of 


#he Church, or of praifing him with joyful lips in the 


) 4%olemn affemblies ? the whole fervice of God would be 


‘but a dumb fhew, and all things relating to God's ho- 


) nour would be tranfacted in a kind of fullen and mopifh 


filence. This fingle opinion is a juft and fuiticient bar 


}) eainft the vanity and impiety of their high-flown pr 
| -tenfions : and when the fame enlightned perfons had 
- wrought themfelves into this perfwafion, that not puri- 


ty of intention, nor frianefs of life, nor the practice of 


- »moral virtues, added to a found and entire faith of the 


amyfteries of religion, as revealed in fcripture, but cer- 
‘tain ardors and exceffive heats and inflammation, caufed 
‘by the +mmoderate ebullitions of the bloud, and by the 
-acceffes of the feavourifh diftemper, and by the workings 
and evaporations of heated melancholy, and immediate- 


grace; what does this tend to, but to evacuate the law 
-of Chrift, and the end and ‘defign of his coming, to plant 
a wife and fober religion in the world, and to advance 


the glory of God, and the eternal welfare of mankind 


Pa Te ae 


ly fucceeding fainting fits and deliquiums, and fhiverings . 
sand tremblings of the joynts were ligns and marks of 


by the joynt and united exercifes of regular devotion ? 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. || 
And how much Quakerifim,which firft began in a Catho- | 
lick Country, as they call it, has been improved here in| J 
England from the year 1648. or 1652. When that aulurd 
anaiitational 4 firft ftarted up; thehorrid and curfed. 
blafphemies attributed by them to the dictates of the | 
{pirit within them, which overthrow the fundamental | 
principles of Chriftianity, vented and owned by them in | 7 
their pamphlets, thé of late the Enthufiaftick humor is / 
fomewhat abated, and is not quite fo furious, are too fad a 
and too convincing a demonftration> _ So 
3-. Whatever revelation or infpiration tends only to | 
gratifie the itch of curiofity, may juftly be fufpected not J 
to come from the Spirit of God. The revelations of \ : 
fcripture were defigned by God for ufe and advantage, to. | 
foretel or declare fomething, that was of mighty concern |§ 
to mankind, or to that particular nation, to whom the @ 
Prophet was direéted and fent, and to admonifh, and in: | 
itrud, and reform. So the great myfteries of faith, when | 
reflected upon with due reverence, and with that jut 3 
care, which they challenge, conduce very much to the 
improvement of our devotion, and to the love of God, 
and have a moft kindly and vigorous influence upon our | 
lives, and are a moft effe@ual inftrument of practical 
Chriftianity. The manzfeflation of the Spirit is givento every 
one to profit mithal, x Corinth. 12. 7. Which the Apoftle 
there fhews by the enumeration of thofe fpiritual gifts — 
and graces, which were then moft neceflary for the 
planting and eftablifhing the Chriftian Church : Bite. me | 
which have no affinity, no relation to the ftudies of Phi- 
lofophy, which did not fuggeft how. to find out any new 
hypothefis of the fyfteme of the.world, or folve the fecree = 
operations of nature, or the Various phosnomena of the | 
heavens, or ferve only to tell ftories, and amufe the world — 
with furprizing accompts of things much lefsintroducea 


i: About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 
-gnyftical canting and nonfence, and uncouth notidns of 
the fpirit of the air, and the like, in the explication of 
inatters either of a Theologica’ or Philofophicaiargument; 
_ fuch as are found in the writings of Paracelfus and the 
» Pfeudo-chymifts, and of Weigelius, and of Chriftianus Rofen- 
creutz, from whom the abfurd fe& of the Rofycracians de- 
five their name, but to one was given by the /pivit the word 
} Fwif/dom, that is, an ability to preach and manifeft thé 
| myfteries of the Chrifiian religion, which is elfewhere 
} called the wifdom of God : to another the wird of kvowledge 
| Ly the fame fpivit, a clear underftanding of the {criptures : 
| 10 another faith by the fame Spirit, and undaunted courage 
|) and refolution of going on in converting the world to 
the true knowledge of God, and belief of Chrift, notwith- 
}) ftanding all oppolition : #0 another the gifts of healing by 
| the fame fpirit, a power of healing all manner of difeafes, 
tho never fo inveterate, and otherwife incurable, and 
| that immediately, without the tedious methods of phy- 
fick, only by a touch or a word {peaking : to Znother the 
working of miracles, a power of doing things above the 
poe of nature, and which none but fuch as are fent 
by God can do : to another prophecy, a power of foretelling 
things to come, or rather, an extraordinary faculty of de- 
| Caring the mind of God in their fermons and difcourfes: 
0 another difcerning of S/pirits, either a wonderful fagacity 
°0 know the very thoughts of the heart, which part. of 
livine knowle ‘ge God was pleafed to impart to them, 
trather, which I take to be the true meaning of tha 
Dhrafe, Sixxescrs mevuc Tey, a perfect, a clear, a compre - 
‘Jenlive knowledge of the feveral pretenfions to the fpi. 
it, whether they were juft and true, or whether: falfe | 
“nd counterfeit; and this at firt fight, without any labo. 
) tous fearch and examination : 1 another divers kinds of 
which miraculous gift was not confined to the 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. 
“Apoftles on the day of Pentecoft, but continued for fome 
time in the Church ito another the “7 eypretatson of tongues ti 
a power ¢ explain to the people in plain and ealie ex- } 


/preffions in a language, which they underftood, what |) 


another had {poken before in a language to them un- |. 

known. All thefe miraculous gifts in thofe firtt times | 
of Chriftianity, were of abfolute ufe, and without which |, 
the world had not beert fo eafily converted. But fincethe |] 
_ eftablifhment of the Chriftian Church, the ftate of itnow | 
- being fo. different from what it was at firt, there is ne | 
_need of fuch extraordinary helps and affiftancess the holy |}j 


- f{criptures being our rule and guide im matters of faith | 
and doétrine, and the rules and conftitutions of Eccle- 
-fiaftical government, under the protection of the Civil , 
power, fetting bounds to fchifm and licentioufnefs and ; 
enthufiafm, and humane induftry and ftudy, affifted by ,§; 
God's bleffing and providence, fupplying the want of im- |); 

. ranees infpiration: as we {hall fee prefently more at, )) 
_targe. | eae fo A 4 
In the third place, I propofe to fhew in brief the dif, 
ferent manner of the operation of the Spirit of God; }) 
from that of the evil and lying fpirit, or of ordinary na; 
ture heightned either by phanfy or diftemper: which |, 
fhall caft into the following particulars. 7 
4. The Spirit of God works upon the underftanding, 
in the way of rational conviion : and therefore he leave: 
us to the free ufe of our reafon in the tryal and exami, 
nation of what is propofed to us; he fatishies us of thi 
truth of Religion,and the authority of divine revelations, 
and of the nature of our duty, and the indifpenfable ne 
ceffity of it by arguments agreeable to our faculties, an, 
which we cannot but fubmit to,and which will create 1: 
‘us a full affurance of faith, if we have honeft and finces!, 
_defires of underftanding the mind of God fully revealed 1 


a 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 


, the holy feriptures, and of doing it according to the 


meafures of our knowledge, in all the various circum- 
ftances of our lives, as his grace fhall enable us,and bring 


 fuch difpofitions of mind toward it, as not to reject . 
_ whatever is propofed to us with fuch juft and fatisfactory 

evidence. By virtue of which fupernatural energy and - 
- operation of the Spirit of God, the Chriftzan religion fo . 
_ mightily prevailed over the world, againft all the oppo- - 
- fition of the civil powers, againft all the learning and - 


fabtilty of the Heathen Philofophers, againft all the con-. - 


- trivances and artifices of Politicians, and the utmoft ma- - 


lice of the Devil and his inftruments, who .bent: their - 


| whole ftrength and force to fupprefS and overthrow the - 
) profeffion and belief of it. It is certain, that the holy 


Apoftles were furnifhed with extraordinary meafures of 


the grace of this holy Spirit, in order to the gaining cre- 

- dit to their doctrine, and to-the.eftablifhment of Chri-. 
 ftianity: the power of miracles withwhich they were 
- endued, was a full and convincing, proof of the truth of © 


their pretenfions : they were the chofen of-God to.pro-- 


daim the myftery of our redemption.-by the bloud of 
his Son throughout the world:: and after the afcenfion of — 
- aur Saviour, who had inftruéted them in the knowledge. 

ofthis truth,: fuch extraordinary: affiftance was but ne-. 


cefiary, for the accomplifhing the defign of God in the — 
converfion of finners-from. their idolatries and wicked- 
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‘Epiphani- ypon them in their-ecftafies,but afterwards: whereas fuch | 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. | 
Roman Empire, and the great alterations, which would | 
follow upon the preachng of the Chriftian doétrine, they 
had particular revelations made by vilions, as to St. Peter | 
when fallen into an ecftafy or trance, d&s 10,10. or byan | 
Angel as to Philip, Aéts 8. 26. toSt. Paul often, and to |) 
St. Fobn, Revel. 1. 10. and the like ; but thefe, as all the | 
other true Prophets of God in their difcourfes,which was 
lookt upon as a diftinguifhing character between them, | 
(»)Eufeb- (9) retained their reafon and underftanding anda ferene | 


tie & quiet temper of mind: the Prophetick {pirit not being - 


pin here- os moft falfly ufurpt that name, as Montanus and his fol- 
phrygz lowers, in venting their phanfies became wild and fu- | 
rum, (€¢t.2- rious, and through immoderate and exceflive tranfports 
_ fell from a wilful ignorance into aninvoluntary madnefs. * 

And not only fo, but the fubjecé matter of thefe vifions | 

and ecftafies were of mighty concern, and had a publick i 
influence upon the whole ftate of the Church, and the 

event added to the authority of their former commiffion, | 

proved, that they were from God: and the vifible effect -" 

of the defcent of the Spirit of God upon feveral of the ' 

new converts, fuch, as were their prophefying and fpeak- 

ing with tongues, was a further confirmation of their ' 

miffion and doctrine. Thefe gifts of the Spirit of God : 
continued in the Church for fome time: but to prevent: 

all confufion and diforder in their religious afflemblies, in. | 

fuch as had them, and the impofture of meer pretenders 

and falfe Prophets, which were gone out into the world, ' 
the Apoftles laid down laws of difcipline and behaviour, 


id 
v 


i) 


ing of fpiritual gifts, eftablifhed ftanding rules and prin- | 
ciples of order and decency inthe Church, and fufficient- ‘ 
ly taught them, that the Chriftian religion was a holy, | 

_ anda fober, and a wife inftitution, and that God’s Hes ‘ 
| | fhip | 


( 
( 
directed and regulated their zealous affecting and covet- | 


|About trying and difcerning the Spirits. yan * 


{hip and fervice was to be: managed and conducted, 
4s with the higheft fervors of zeal, fo with juft meafures 
of prudence and underftanding, and that edification, 
and-the fpiritual advantage of Chriftian people, and not 
rivate amufement and oftentation, was the end and 
defign of thofe manifeftations of the fpirit. | 
The Spirit of God does not exftinguifh and fuperfede 
the ufe of our faculties, but ftirs them up and enlightens 
them’; excites in our minds firm purpofes of feeking 
after thetruth, affifts our endeavours, and puts us upon - 
a diligent fearch. and enquiry into the ways and means 
of knowing the will of’ God : and fuch humble and indu- 
| frious enquirers are blefled with the knowledge of it, at 
| jeaft with thofe degrees and meafures of it,which arene- 
ceflary to their falvation: and to fuch as make ufe of the 
ordinary means, as diligent confideration and reading of 
| the fcriptures, a belief of the neceffary points of faith, 
| propofed by the Apoftles to the firft converts, as they 
| lye every where difperfed in their writings, where they 
}) are delivered, without any obfcurity or perplexity of 
| expreffion, in plain Propofitions, which the meaneft 
)\ underftanding may eafily apprehend ; humility and fup- 


miffon of judgment to the ¢lear light of revelation ; in- 
tegrity and honefty of mind, and a fincere aim and en- 
| deavouring after truth, without the leaft biafs of cor- 
-rupt affection and intereft, and the like: the affiftance 
_ of the Spirit of God is never wanting: and thé we do 
not pretend to fay, fuch are extraordinarily infpired, - 
as were the Prophets and the Apoftles of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift, of which there is no neceflity after the miraculous 
confirmation of the truth of the Chriftian religion in 
its firft planting, or are velted with infallibility, yet. 
they are otwithftanding fecured from erring. danger. 
 oufly, and may have a certain ‘affurance in their ‘ace 
Gps . By ech RA 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. | 
that they, embrace and retain all thofe effential truth 


of religion which God thought fit to reveal, :as necef- 
fary to the Chriftian Church, and to the bringing alf 


true believers to heaven, without the aid and aififtancd| | 


of immediate infpiration. 


Our faith being founded on the do@rine of Chrift, | 
and his Apoftles, which is contained in. the canon of 


! 


the {criptures» of the new Teftament,. there can be. @ 
no recourfe to any private revelation, fuppofed -to be q 
made by the Spirit of God, in matters. of that argument, 
falfe principle-of Montanus, and, what foon, made an-eafie | 
way for the feveral biafphemies, which He’ and: his fea a. 
were guilty of. But that he was endued with a Pro- @j 

phetick {pirit, there was no other proof,’ 


by way of addition and fupplement: which was the 


(b) Enfebs hiftoriz Ecclef. 
hb. 5. cap. 16. — mydrcblopoou- 


Sivule 4 aeyddas. “ey keloyn. - 


Th xy metpenceizer JayoySWor “c¥= 
Quod’ ef pEasuk Je Aaaciv 4 
Esvopwyely mpg 70 nurs meee 
Sooty, x) yeild Deaton veoSey & 
cnnrnsiag 2G Mbev aeoge]d’- 
oye. Vide quoque cap, 17. 

(0) S. Hieronym. adv. Pelagi- 
anos ad Ctefiphontem. Mon- 
tapus immundi fpiritis pradi- 
cator, multas Ecclefias per 
Prifcam 8 Maximillam, ‘nobi- 
les & opulentas feminas, pri- 
mum auro cofrupit, deinde hx- 
refi polluit. (c) S..Hieronymus 
ad Hedibiam, ep.1 50. quaft.9. 


(d)—Quia ved him, (4) 
per duos 
gradus 

mugdum 
falvare ne- 
Quiverit, ad extremum 


-Enthufiaftick delirium vented notions, 1 


world by Mofes and the Prophets, 
effect, he affumed a body of the Virgin, and that preaching 
per Spiritum S.in Montanum, Prifcam & Maximillam, 


nas, defcendifie, & plenitudinem, quam Paulus non: habuerit—ab(cifiam 
buisfe Montanum, S,Hieron, epift, 54. ad Marcellam adverfus Montanum. 


(6) but that he was often ecftatical, and, 
bereft. of ; his: underftanding, and-in his © 


which were altogether new and abfurd, | | 
and unheard of in the Church of God : 
as (0) did his two chief affiftants, Prifea a 
and Maximilla, two rich. women, who be: i 
coming as- mad as. he, propagated, the 


fame vile opinions, under the title. of dis. 
vine revelation and prophecy. Nay, the 

infatuation was fo great; (¢) that he , 
faid, that, he was the, promifed Paraclete, , 
and his. deluded followers as eafily belie. | 
maintaining, that God defigning-to fave the 


f 


and that this taking no | 


infanas femi; " 
& @mivirum ha- i" 


ne | 


About trying and difcerning the Spurts. 
in Chrift, fab fpecie filii, be dyed for us : but not being able 
1 fave the world this way, he at laft defcended by the holy 
Ghoft upon Montanus, and the two Propheteffes---But was 
their doGtrine and behaviour like that of perfons truly 
infpired > were their prophecies ever fulfilled or accom- 
plifhed ?-did the Apoftles run up and down like men 
diftraged, and out of their wits ? did the Spirit of God 
carry them befides themfelves, and deprive them of the 
nfe of their reafon and underftanding > Did they act the 
part of Demoniacks? Did they not allege arguments to 
perfwade and fatishe the underftanding, and make ufe 
'/ of rational methods of conviétion? not as thefe preten-_ 
| ders, who poured forth great {welling words of vanity, 
which might amaze and confound, but no way inftruct © 
‘or direct the hearers in a courfe of fober piety and de- 
votion. And yet fee the bewitchery of the falfe zeal 
‘and enthuftaftical madnefs of thefe pretended Prophets, 
who, to keep up the credit of their pretenfions, diftin- 
guifhed themfelves from others by extraordinary faftings 
and other  ftrictnefles and feverities of life: with which 
bait the fimple were allured into the {nare. But one 
would be aftonifhed, and {carce think it poffible, that 
| Tertullian, a man of a (hrewd wit, and piercing judg- . 
“ment, and excellent learning, who- had deferved: well 
‘ofthe Catholick Church by his admirable. writings, 
fhould ever fall into this dotage, and embrace Monta- 
 nifm, but that we oftentimes fee the evil effects, which 
_ difcontent has upon the underftanding of the wife an 
' learned, and that even how good men toe, when once 
| they are prejudiced againft truth, are. wrought upon by 
meer fhews and external regards and femblances of reli- 
gion, which are befides the common and ordinary pra~ 
- Gice,which feems in comparifon mean and contemptible : 
which was the deplorable cafe of this great man," whofe 
py. 3 Reve difcontent, 


aie 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits, | 
difcontent, heightned and exafperated by the ill ufage} 
which he met with from the Roman Clergy, made hin | 
forfake the communion of the. Church, and. take reveng | 
upon the whole body, by joyning himfelf to a contrary); 
party, who feemed extraordinarily zealous: and whofe 
ignorance of the caufes of natural and fanatical enthu-| 
AM made him fatally miftake the ventings and fwel-| 


lings of {plenetick vapours, and the wild ravings and) 
effufions of feemingly religious melancholifts, for the af-\| 

flations and infpirations of the Spirit of God. But the 

; fad end, which common fame faid be-| 

(0) he hift. Ecclef ses fel (0) Montanus and Maximilla,. belides ' 
“ele “pratieest@e ‘eafie the madnefs and extravagance of their do- ; 
cari s Ay@ avee- rine and behaviour, was another con-; 
Tout stulss — S. Hieronymus eS bag re sd : é se ae 
de (criproribusEecleliafiics in. WiOCIng demonftration, by what {pirit \j) 
Apollonio. eo aah ae they were acted,both of them in their En-.\4j 
i _ thufiaftick fits hanging themfelves. 

2. The Spirit of God fills the mind with plain, clear; (J 

and eafie notions of God, of holinefs, and the life tocome,, ; 4 


[i 


And this he does by fupplying the defedts of nature, by. | 
femoving corrupt and perverfe prejudices, and by’en- ; 
lightning the underftanding, and making it capable to,! ) 
receive divine truth with the fame eafe and delight, asa ia 
well difpofed eye takes in the rayes of light. There is. ; 
no force put upon the rational faculties, no overwhelm-. || 
ing or confounding them with notions, which have NOx } 

_ Connexion, no agreeablenefs with reafon, or good .fenfe,. ; 
or the nature of the foul, which is no longer. rational,_ \ 
then as it underftands it felf,and governs its motions and_ ; 
operations by the common and univerfal maxims of rea-. ; 
fon, which the Spirit of God never contradiG@s.. There: . 
are indeed great difficulties and obfcurities in Prophecies,,, : 
arifing not only from figurative expreffions, in which of » 
Fentignes. they are involved, and. peculiar idioms of the: | 


_ About trying and difcerning the Spirits. 
diale&, in which they were at firft delivered, but from 
_ the unufualnefs of the argument, which only length of 
_ time and the fulfilling of thofe Prophecies can fatisfacto- 
_ ily make out and explain. And fo not only in Saint- 
- Rawls epifties, but in other parts of fcripture, there may 
be fome things hard to.be underftood, which they, that are 
unlearned and unfiable, wreft unto their own deftruétion: but _ 
_ which learned men,furnifhed with the exact knowledge . 
of the original languages, and the concurrent hiftory 
and fynchronifms of that age, and the events of the fuc-. 
ceeding, by the bleffing of God upon their laborious . 
refearches and diligent ftudy, wifely interpret and give . 
good accompts of : and herein the great ufefulnefs and. 
neceffity of humane learning does fully appear and thew 
it felf: and we have feen in our days the fatal, the per-. 
icious, rhedamnable miftakes that have been.made by. 
| deluded people, who pretended to interpret {cripture | 
by the fpirit. But ftill there is nothing in {cripture, no 
not in the moft difficult parts of it, which the under-. 
‘ftanding can juftly choque at, or diflike, or reje®. It 
may be above its reach, but no way repugnant to it. 
And fo for the great myfteries of the Chrifizan re- 
: ligion, which the wifdom of God has thought fit to re- 
: 


veal, thd we cannot fully and adequately comprehend 
‘them, our faculties being finite, and thé we neither can . 
| nor ought to judge of them by rules borrowed from in- 
feriour fciences, yet the divine authority of the revela-. 
tion gives the higheft fatisfaction imaginable to the moft - 
inquifitiveand fearching reafon: fo that God does not: 
J impofe upon us, and force us to believe whether we. will. 
otno: buteven leaves us to judge whether : 
ought to disbelieve what he has given us fuch juft proof. 
and affurance, that he has revealed, upon thisameer pre-. 
\tenfé only, becaufe we cannot make it out by natural . 
ee | principles... 


oe 
he 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 


“principles. But as to what relates to his nature, and the | 
infinite perfections of his attributes, and to the exprefs |, 


-declarations of his will concerning our duty and beha- 
-viour, and his rewarding and punifhing us in the other 


world, according as we either perform or neglect our | 
‘duty, there is that eafinefs, that brightnefs, that agree- | 


ablenefs of thefe notions ‘with our faculties, that wemay 


as wellcall in queftion and deny the judgment of our fen- | 
fes, asthe judgment of our-reafon in thefe matters: But | 


notwithftanding, our contemplation of divine and fpi- 


ritual things is to be kept and reftrained within its juft” 
dimits : it: muft not pafs beyond what is clearly revealed 
in {cripture : right and fober reafon:is always to accom- 


pany it in its higheft flights: for if once the mind: gives 


way toroving phanfy, or is over-curious in its {pecula- 
tions, vainly and wantonly purfuing what it cannot :§ 
reach, it foon lofes the command of it felf, and be. , 


‘comes intoxicated with dreams of folly and religious 


phrenfy : and thus the brain being over-heated, and the _ 
pleafure arifing from a conjunction of odd and uncouth © 


ideas and notions very fenfible and taking, andthe mif 
per{wafion of being divinely infpired very ftrong and 


‘violent, the perfons thus affected are poflefled in thefe 
ecftatick fits with a fond imagination, that they fee 4 


— 


ee a 


SF 


‘God, fee his very effence, fee the foul of Chrift, and , 


have intimate communion with God, and are actually ) 


united to him, and fo united, that their nature, being , 


deftroyed and annihilated, is wholly changed and im- , 
merfed into the abyf{s of hisdivinity, and by thefe means, , 
as they raveand blafpheme, are godded with God and | 
chrifted with Chrift-: and while the force of this de- : 


lufion continues upon them, it is no wonder, that they 


vent fuch notions, which they would have taken for new | 
difcoveries concerning God and religion, that ‘neither: | 
i ) athe 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 


they themfelves underftand, nor can make others under- 


ftand ; andindeed are nothing elfe but infignificant jar- 


gon and noife, notwithftanding the {eeming godlinefs of 
_ the phrafes, and the mighty confidence and. fervour, 
wherewith they are pronounced, and are by reafon of 
_ theirabfuraity and felf-contradi¢tion altogether unintelli- 


gible : fuch notions Imean,deftitute of all good fenfe and 


- found reafonand true divinity, as areto be found in. the 
_ Pamphlets of the Quakers, and even in the writings. of 
— Facob Behmen, and Drabicius, as alfo in the revelations 


of Saint Brzgit, in the life and the feveral traés of Saint 


| Therefa, in the raptures of Mother Julzana, and fuch 


other devout Enthufiafts, fo highly magnified by the 
Romaniis for perfons truly infpired and taught of God. 
But if this.beone of the marks of an infallible Church, 
that extraordinarily devout perfons of their communion 


are favoured and honoured by God with fuch kind of 
_infpiration, that at beftis perfect and downright enthu- 
_fiafm, (which under the pretenfe of exalting humane na-. 
_ ture, and difcovering divine and fublime truths, no way 
agreeable to {cripture, takes away the ufe and exercife 
_ of fober reafon in the knowledge, and in the fervice and 


worfhip of God, and unfettles and, amufes. and diftrats 


and confounds the underftanding with their emptinefs 


and obfcurity) we do not envy them the honour of it, 


_and are content to teach thofe ofour Church to be wife 
.to fobriety, and to be content to underftand the will of 


God, as he has been pleafed to reveal it in the. books of 
theoldand new Teftament, and to follow the guidance 
of his holy fpirit inthe way of enlightned reafon, and to 


z ‘< 


vrrR (is Aout trying and difcernmg the Spirits, " 
‘lofophy, which being then moft in vogue gave occafion || 
“to the beginning of feveral herefies in the Primitive. | 
times, made way for this my/lick Theology, whichone, 
“who lived about the fourth century, under the venerable 
name of Dionyfius the <Areopagste firft brought into the |) 
-Chriftian Church: for that their notions are ‘the ‘fame 
in many things, though highly improved, ‘is «clear to |. 
thofe, who areconverfant in the writings of “Plato, and 
his followers, efpecially Froclus and -Plotinus-: and it is |, 
certain, that an ungoverned phanfy and-an undue curio- 

—  fity and an immoderate defire ofknowing things relating 
to God and the other world, ‘that he has not thought fit | 
to manifeft, either by the light ef nature and reafon to | 
the one, or by the light of f{cripture and revelation to | 
the other, added to-an enthufiaftick temper of brain, | 
have been the: original of -both, and that confequently ; 
that neither is to be afcribed to-the influences and illap- | 
fes of the Spirit of God, ‘who direéts usin the know- | 
-ledge and purfuit of divine'truth in a way more fuitable | 
‘to our rational faculties, and cannot be fuppofed to be | 

_ «the infpirer of fuch uncouth aad unintelligible. notions, , 
‘whichno humane wit nor underftanding can reconcile, } 
‘either ‘with his revealed dictates, or with common rea- 
fonandfenfe =. , | 

3. TheSpirit of God in his operations does not over- , 
‘throw and deftroy nature. As God does treat us as ra- ; 
tional.creatures in requiring our affent to divine revela- 
tions no farther, then the motives of credibility and the 
other fit and proper methods of conviction will juftly ; 
_ challenge: foin the laws he has prefcribed to us, as the ; 
rulesand meafures of our obedience andduty, he requires | 
nothing that isrepugnant to the original conftitution of , 
the rational nature, or what we in our fober thoughts | 
and reflexions can complain of as over-harfh and fevere, : 
aoe alr aceein Reo en and | 
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About trymg and difcerning the Spirits. 
and reject as difagreeable or unjuft: nothing, that is in- 
confiftent’ with the condition of our being ; nothing, 


Hs 


that overthrows the comforts and conveniences and ne- 
ccllary fupports of life: and in this he has been pleafed 
| ie pe wifdom and goodnefs, that as on 


i 
i 
i 


he one hand he’ ‘lays nothing upon us, which is irk- 
fom and grievotis, unlefs we degerierate from our na- 
tures, and by vitious aéts and habits make it fo to our 
felves, or impoffible to our natural ftrength, afiifted by his 
grace, to perform; fo on the other, he would be honour- 
d and ferved by us with a ready, with a chearful, with a 
willing’mind: and therefore his fpirit cannot be fuppo- 
ed to incite to ahy thing, which is againft nature, or 
does enterfere with, or deftroy thofe permiffions, which 
our natural frame and conftitution, arifing from the 
| wiion of foul and body, and the mutual dependence of 
) the foul upon the good temper and difpofition of the bo- 
‘idyin the exertion of its powers aid faculties, during 

hat union, renders neceflary. It is undoubted, that as 
) temperarice and. a ftrict and regular courfe of life ate in- 
i difpenfably requited of us, and-all excefs and extrava- 


: 


onfiftent with the gravity of the Chrijtian religion ; fo 

) mortification and felf-dental are neceflary duties of it: 

but then it is certain too, that they do not confift in 

wearing a hair-fhitt, or in going bare-foot, or in gird- 

ine an iron chain about the body, or in’ difciplining 

ones felf every’ morning; or in'lying upon the ground, or 

in going a pilgrimage to the holy Sepulchre, or to Loretto, 

or to the threfbolds of the Apoftles, or to the feven 

Churches ‘of Rove, or to the fhrine of any Saint, or in 

wallowing .haked if fhow, or rouling ones felf upon 
thorns, or in ftanding‘a ‘winters night in a tub of wa- — 

ter, or in a river, or in immoderate faftings to the 

? S | great 
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About trying and difcerning. the Spirits. | 
great wafting and exhaufting of the fpirits, and to the | 
thortning of lite. We are, it is true, upon our days of | 
mourning and forrow for our own fins, and the fins of) 
the nation,when we humble our felves under the mighty|@ 
hand of God, to. joyn to our confeffions and fupplica- (jj 
tions and interceflions fafting and tears ; fuch outward|§} 
acts of penitence very much afhfting and promoting the)} 
inward grief of mind. But our feverities are not to be!#) 
immoderate and unjuft, and beyond the ftrength of our|ii: 
nature and bodily conftitution ;. and befides, are not. of} 
themfelves good or laudable, but as they are made fub-/)) 
fervient to the exercifes of piety. Neither nature nor reli-\i 
gion does command us to hate our own flefh,but to nou-; 

i 


rifh it and cherifh it,thé not. the finful lufts and appetites i 
of it, Weare to keep the body in fubjedtion, left the; 
defires of the flefh be too {trong for us, and foyl us, and} 
betray. us into any act.of fin or folly (which method, if) 


| About trying and difcerning the Spirits. Sires 
ny fhew of reafon to be juft figns and proofs of being 
infpired. For, have not the very Heathen alfo equalled, 
‘¢ not outdone, the ftricteft orders of Religious among 
Chriftians ? Have not they their Reclujes and Evemites, 
fuch as live in convents, and in deferts, or upon rocks, 
and in caves and grottas? are they not as nice and ftrict 
+n their abftinencies? and do they not impofe upon | 
themfelves as fevere penances ? The Bonzi among the 
Chinefes, and the Dervifes among the Mahometans, may 
juftly vye with them, and as ftrange things are related 
of them, as are to be found in the life of the ftricteft 
Nunn or Fryer whatever. All which may be but the 
| effe& of fuperftition, which, whether it arifes out of 
an evil opinion of God, as if he were delighted in un- 
couth geltures and poftures, in rigorous abftinences, in 
whipping and mangling the body, or in fuch like cruel- 
ty,or out ofan opinion of merit and fupererogation, and 
| putting God in their debt, it is fuperftition full, and may 
) proceed from the fuggeftions of an evil. {pirit. For that 


the Devil, who adapts his temptations to every ones 
») natural complexion and humor, perfwades oftentimes to 
-immoderate faftings and watchings, and other exceflive 


“rigors and {everities, is a truth too manifeft and. too 

well eftablifht and confirmed by experience to be doubt- 

ed of or denyed : and (0) Cardinal Bona does readily ac- poet 
knowledge it. And therefore what ignorant and un- we 
- faithful Confeflors and {piritual Directors are they, who Pas: 74 
fuffer poor melancholick perfons, and women efpecially, 
to.be carryed away with the illufions of their phanty, 

or of an evil {pirit, and to believe in earneft, that God 

the Father, or Chrift, or the moft holy Spirit fhould 
command them to. undergo {uch terrible and unnatural 

| ‘penances, which belong not to the genuine temper and 

| difcipline of Chriftianity. At beft they are but the com- 
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32 About trying and difcerning the Spirits, | 


- gion. They have indeed, as the Apottie Saint Paul fpeaks, 


ans, allis but: a meer fhew : there is folly, and vanity, 


ies Be 


mandments and ordinances of fuperftition, which pre-| 
vails moft in perfons of weak and diftraéted brains, and| 4 


of penfive and- melancholick tempers, miferably mifled |i) 


q 


and deluded-with falfe principles and notions of reli- | 


Coloff. 2.23. a thew of wifdom in will-worfhip and humilie | 
iy and negheéting, ( of rather agedia, not fparing or 
punithing ) the body, uot in any honour to the fatistying of 
the flefh, that is, by treating the body fo hardly and 
cruelly, and fhewing hereby, that they do not the leaft 
honour to it, as being vile and loathfom ; and that they 
will not: fatisfie the fleth in any of its natural and law- 
ful defires: yet for all their high pretenfions to a more 
perfect way of life, and of doing what is not com- 
manded, and of a morofe contempt of the world, and 

of the ordinary and. fober practices of religion, fit 

oaly, in’ their efteem; for the ordinary fort of Chrifti- 
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and pride, and. fuperftition in fuch like acts, and nos 
thing of the Spirit-of Chrift, cf | t 
Upon the whole, the ferious Reader will be fully fa-. 
tisfiedand convinced. in his confcience, that ve 
“I. Tt is hissduty, ashe will anfwer it to Godi — 


~ 


at.the laft day, if he fails in it, to continue firm and } 


= eet ee ee = 


-ftedfaft in the communion of the Catholick and Apofto- 


lick Church of England, as by law eftablifhed, which is 
of fuch an excellent temper and conftitution, that it fa- 
vours not in the leaft any pretenfion to a private {pirit, 
and is equally an enemy to fuperftition and enthutiafm, 1 
that governs it felf, as to matters of faith and doGrine,: 
by the feriptures, and the antient creeds, and the ex- | 
plication of general Councils, and. Catholick tradition, — 
that admits of ino new difzoveries: of religion under the > 
pretenfe of awakened reafon, or new light, but retains 
erat homer’ ' the = |i 


About trying and difcerning the Spirits, 
the purity of the Apoftolical doGrine and difciptine, . 
and teaches all of her communion, to worfhip God, as 
‘ina known language, fo with a clear and enlightned un- 
_ derftanding, and with fober as well as elevated affe-. 
 &ions, to make God’s revealed will the rule and guide. 
of their life, to be wife and difcreet in their devotion, 
_ to yield ohedience to the King and to the laws for con-.. 
 {cience fake, and to remember the religion of an oath, 
-and not by any trick or equivocation go about to take | 
off the obligation of it: which was the curfed and un-. 
godly doctrine and practice of feveral pretenders to in-. — 
fpiration in the primitive times, fuch as 
Agrippa Caftor, avery antient writer fhews, Syne 
Maintained, that it was indifferent in 2eyyueukes daneoquraiures 
| Heathen-facrifices by eating things offered. ©” 
) toidols, and to abjure the faith, as if there had been 
no other defign in their fhameful apoftacy, but to fave - 
their places and employments, and_by their fcandalous . 
and moft finful compliances curry, favour with the go-.. 
_ Vernment. p 
2. That laying afide all pretenfions to private impul- - 
fes and immediate: infpiration, the trueft, the beft, the - 
_moft convincing proof and fign of. our having the Spirit 
‘of God confifts in a found judgment, and a firm belief 
of the articles of the Chriftian faith, as it is revealed in 
the writings of the Evangelifts and Apoftles, in a fincere 
love of God and Chrift, in purity of heart and mind, in 
} piety and ftriétnefs of life, regulated by difcretion . 
} and prudence, in a devout and diligent. attendance on . 
| the publick worfhip and fervice of God, and frequent - 
} receiving the holy Sacrament,in frequent private prayer , 
} ia.humility and brotherly love and charity, in obesience ‘ 
. and... 


were Bafilides and his followers,who, as(p) (P) Euleb. hift. Ecclef. Tib. gee | 1 


times of perfecution, to partake of the 7 75%, "a7 ti off day. 
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About trying and difcerning the Spirits. | 
ard fubmiffion to the government in all lawful things, |. 
and where the indifpenfable law of confcience will not 

- permit, in fuffering meekly and patiently, without the 

_ Jeaft repining or refiftence, in juftice, and ‘temperance, 
and chaftity, and in the pra¢tice of’ all moral and Chri- | 
ftian virtues. Tho the extraordinary operations of the 
Spirit of God, which were fo neceflary in the firft times 
of Chriftianity, have tong fince ceafed, yet he continu- 
ally fheds forth thefe bleffed influences upon the hearts | 

(2)Rom. of the faithful. This is properly to (a) be led by the Spi- . | 

g14 rit, and (b) to walkin the Spirit, and(c) to ive in the | 

Spirit, as the phrafe is fometimes varied: and this is 
the moft effectual demonftration of the holy Spirit of 
God his being within us, when he thus guides usin the 

-way of truth and godlinefs ; and may that good Spirit} 

infpire us all, who profefs and know the truth, as itis 

in ‘fefus, with holy thoughts, defires, and purpofes, and 
by the continual affiftence of his grace, enable us to |}, 
_bring the fame to good effet, through the fame Fofus— 


(c) Gal. 5. 
BS. 


Chrift, our only: Mediator and Advocate. 3, | 
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T) Age 3. line’20. for, as that when fhe was profeft, read, as that when fhe firft 

put on the habit, as well as when fhe was profeft; p. 4.1.21. wasas innoc. 
1. 29. the time, add, of her profeffion; p. 12. 1. 28. remain; p. 15.1.9. ic felf; 
1. 30. abodings; p. 19. I. 32. defigned; p. 23-]. 1. is not; p- 31.1.5. for give, 


read gain ; p. 32. |. 27. faid, that Pope 5 p. 73-1. 14. epulantis 5 p.79-]. 7+ honour: 
you; p. 81.1. 6. lumbos 5 p. 90.1. 16. and the like, what; p. 91-1. 27. contradi- - 
Gory; p. 98. 1.27. for annihilated, read, deftroyed, as it is in all appearance 5. 


| p106.1.7- axa]. add o bets 5 p.114: |. 27. marg. aucumss Ps I 17.1.12, an undaunted, . 
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